Policy Recommmendations for
Methamphetamine Addiction Epidemic
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
and Across Indian Country

Prepared by Tamee Livermont for the National Indian Health Board
and the Oglala Lakota Nation
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@ Home / Education / Defying the Odds: On the Pine Ridge Reservation, Five Red
Cloud Indian School Students Earn the Gates Millennium Scholarship

DEFYING THE ODDS: ON THE PINE RIDGE
RESERVATION, FIVE RED CLOUD INDIAN SCHOOL
STUDENTS EARN THE GATES MILLENNIUM
SCHOLARSHIP
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Oglala Lakota County Schools break ground on new high school
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Crime on the Pine Ridge reservation was a big story in 2016

BREAKING FEATURED

13-year-old girl shot, killed at Pine

FEATURED

‘Team of Colorado hit men drove to Pine Ridge, killed man, indictment says

.Murder linked to other killings and crimes committed in metro Denver and on the reservation in the past two years

f & v &

By KIRK MITCHELL | kmitchell@denverpost.com | The Denver Post
'PUBLISHED: December 1,2017 at 9:03 am | UPDATED: December 1,2017 at 10:51 pm

Three Native American men looking to settle a drug debt drove from
Colorado to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota and
gunned down a 29-year-old man after he finished a basketball game at a
community center, federal court records say.
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The Devil on Your Shoulder: Battling Meth
Addiction in Indian Country

DAKOTA'S NATIVE RESERVATION
METHAMPHETAMINE RINGS

'FBI: Spike in Pine Ridge Reservation Homicides Tied to
Meth

The FBI says the increased prevalence of meth at South Dakota's Pine Ridge Indian Reservation led to an unusual number of homicides
in 2016.

--:,r;
-
:r’,.;
.'f“l
A
——

o
-

~ March 4, 2018, at 1:32 p.m. f v o= -

T -



Questions

What is the current state of the methamphetamine epidemic in Pine Ridge?
Is this anissue across Indian Country?

What is affecting the meth epidemicin Indian Country?

What is being done to curb the issue?

What isn't being done, that needs to be done in order to end this epidemic?
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Research Methods

* Individualinterviews
 Research of news articles and videos covering the topic

* Internet searches limitedto searchterms such as:
— Indian Country
— Methamphetamine
— Epidemic
— Federal Indian Policy




Individual Interview

* Yvonne “Tiny” DeCory
— Pine Ridge, South Dakota

— Long time community member in Pine Ridge
helping to decrease the effects and experiences
of historical trauma among the youth

— BEARProject Founder
* “Be Excited About Reading”

« Aprogramfocused on the prevention of suicide,
reading, and methods to cope with the struggles
faced living on the reservation

. o l_ister{-.sdpb.org/post/dakota— idday- ear-Mt—fddn‘-tM



Individual Interview

 Karen Red Star
— Pine Ridge, South Dakota

— Health Education Director for the Oglala
Lakota Nation




Other Research

 Searchesin newspapers and news channels \' "
— KOTATerritory News (Pine Ridge Indian Reservation) ‘ ‘

— NBC News (Wind River Indian Reservation) NBC NEWS
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/NBC_News_2011.svg/1200px-NBC_News_2011.svg.png

* Online Research
— Department of Justice
— Bureau of Indian Affairs
— The Indian Health Service

http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/7ca/oqe/7caoqe8gi.png

http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/7ca/oqe/7caoqe8gi.png
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Rates

Methamphetamine Use Homicide Rates

40-50%

Lt. Melinda Reddest OST DOC, US Attorney for South Dakota, Randy Sei
Black Hills Fox “Life or Meth” (1) Black Hills Fox “Life or Meth” (1)




“Every baby bornto methis a part of
a generation the Oglala Lakota

Nation loses.”

-Julie Richards

Black Hills Fox “Life or Meth” (1)
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Law Enforcement

 (Oglala Lakota Nation law enforcement is funded at approximately 20% (1)
— 120 officials are needed and there are about 30 (1)

 “Mexican drug cartels have been purposefully target
both for the sale of meth and as distribution hubs (ov
smuggled fromMexico).”(2)

— Tribal police do not have jurisdiction
over these offenders
— These cases are the responsibility of the
federal government through the
Major Crimes Act (1885) (3) and;
General Crimes Act (1817) (4)

http://media.breitbart.com/media/2015/09/DEA-Drug-Cartel-Report-640x480.png



Prevention Initiatives

* Meth and Suicide Prevention Initiative widely
underfunded )

— Funding lasts a couple of months

— IHS Portland Area Office

* Funds for both mental health and substance abuse
treatment—90% goes to methamphetamine treatment so
mental healthis highly neglected

HUGE PROBLEM




Adverse Childhood Experiences

* Examples:

— Didyou live with anyone who was depressed, mentallyill, or suicidal? Y/N

— Did you live with anyone who was a problemdrinker or alcoholic? Y/N

— Didyou live with anyone who used illegal street drugs or who abused prescription medications? Y/N
— Were your parents separated or divorced? Y/N

— How often did your parents or adultsin your home ever slap, hit, beat, kick or physically hurt youin any

way? # of occurrences

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/pdf/BRFSS_Adverse_Module.pdf




Childhood Experiences and Historical Trauma

* Tremendous impact infuture
— Violence and perpetration
— Lifelong health and opportunity (CDC)

 Linkedto:
— Risky Health Behaviors
— Chronic Health Conditions
— Low Life Potential
— Early Death

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/about_ace.html




ACES can have lasting effects on....
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Health (obesity, diabetes,
depression, suicide attempts,
STDs, heart disease, cancer,
stroke, COPD, broken bones)

Behaviors (smoking, alcoholism,
drug use)

Life Potential (graduation rates,
academic achievement, lost
time from work)

Risk for Negative Health and

ACEs have been found to have a graded
dose-response relationship with 40+ outcomes to date.

Well-being Outcomes

0 2 3 4 >5
# of ACES

*This pattemn holds for the 404 outcomes, but the exact risk values vary depending on the outcome.

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/about_ace.html




What 27 Be Done About ACES?

These wide-ranging health and social consequences underscore the importance of preventing ACEs before they happen. Safe, stable, and
nurturing relationships and environments (SSNREs) can have a positive impact on a broad range of health problems and on the development
of skills that will help children reach their full potential. Strategies that address the needs of children and their families include:

Home visiting to pregnant Parenting training Intimate partner violence Social support
women and families with programs prevention for parents
newborns

for lower income families

prevention programs treatment

Parent support programs for Mental iliness and High quality :
|
teens and teen pregnancy substance abuse ABC child care 9 Sufficient Income support

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/about_ace.html
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“The Pine Ridge Reservationis home to the lowest life
expectancy, and a number of the poorest communitiesinthe
United States.” 5)

— South Dakota — Reservation
» 79yearsold » Men=48yearsold
» Women=52 yearsold

Per capitaincome of $8,768 (s)
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- Only Poor Economically

DONATE NOW

| Want to Support I'm Curious and
I Thunder Valley CDC l Want to Learn More -

This month we are excited to announce our first ever month-long fundraiser. This year, the Youth
Leadership Development Initiative will be expanding into a year-round program that will give
youth access to leadership development opportunities through peer-to-peer mentoring.

JOIN #YOUTHONTHEMOVE
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Effects of Meth In Indian
Country

..— y : \
-
4
o
-
§
E3d
.

-
¢




)
"
y |

W
{

— 4.3% (450) of all deaths among Northwest American Indians
and Alaska Natives ()

— 1.7% among non-Hispanic whites in the same region (s)

https://www.michaelshouse.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/overdose-graphic-banner.jpg




Overdose and Meth??

 Fentanyl - cut into meth and other drugs

* What is it?
 Synthetic opioid
100 times stronger than morphine (7)

o Often unknown when it is cut in!




Child Welfare
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https://westernnews.media.clients.ellinagtoncms.com/ime/ hotos{%()l 7/08/01/AIEF-School-Supplies-NA-Dennehotso-Trio-branded.ipo
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1817- The General Crimes Act

Placed certain crimes that were committed in Indian country by a Native American person under federal
jurisdiction rather than Indian jurisdiction. However, the General Crimes Act did not include those crimes that
were committed by Native Americans with a Native American victim.

1885- The Major Crimes Act

This law extended the federal jurisdiction of the General Crimes Act to include some “major” crimes with both
a Native American perpetrator and victim, to be held under federal jurisdiction.

2009- Methamphetamine and Suicide Prevention Initiative (MSPI)

An initiative establishedin 2009 through the Indian Health Service (IHS) in order to confront the suicide and
Methamphetamine crises in Indian country.




General Crimes Act (1817) and Major Crimes Act (1885)

Jurisdiction- “power or authority of a court over a particular person, area, or subject matter” ()

Indian Status

Type of Crime
Major Crime
(as defined by Major Crimes Act (MCA))

All Other Crimes

Indian perpetrator,
Indian victim*

Federal (under MCA) and tribal jurisdiction

Tribal jurisdiction

Indian perpetrator,
non-Indian victim**

Federal (under MCA) and tribal jurisdiction

Federal (under General Crimes Act) and
tribal jurisdiction

Non-Indian perpetrator,
Indian victim

Federal jurisdiction (under General Crimes
Act)***

Federal (under General Crimes Act)
jurisdiction***

Non-Indian perpetrator,
non-Indian victim

State jurisdiction

State jurisdiction

Crimes Covered: murder, manslaughter, kidnapping, maiming, incest, assault of an individual under 16, child
abuse or neglect, arson, burglary, robbery ()



http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/eousa/foia_reading_room/usam/title9/crm00679.htm

Discretionary Spending-
Optional

Discretionary spending are the “wants” of someone’s life
Metha mphet amine ex. Hobbies, travel, luxuries o)

and Suicide Mandatory spending are things you have to pay. These are the
“needs’

Prevent IoN I n |t | at Ive ex. Food, rent, taxes, health care (9







Funding

* Tribal policing
— specialized Methamphetamine task forces
— Thiswould allow.

* Hiring more police officers
« Training police officers for Methamphetamine responses

* |ndian Health Service

— The Methamphetamine and Suicide Prevention Initiative (MSPI)
* Allocate funds and/or separate theinitiative
* Prevention programs
 Specialized treatment facilities for addicts




Needle and Syringe Programming

* Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention

— Decreasesthe risks associated with needle sharing:
* Transmission of infectious disease across an entire population
* Hepatitis C, HIV
— Offers other materials
* Alcohol swabs, etc
— Offers Prevention Services
* Referral to substance abuse treatment programming
* Hepatitis Ctreatment, Hep Aand Bvaccinations
* Screening for diseases

— Offers other medical, social, and mental health services

*Important in reducing and prevention infectious diseases in our communities and getting
people the help that they need




Needle and Syringe Programming in Indian Country

» Dispensing needles and syringes to injection METH users and other injection
drug users

— Dispensed and tracked through the Indian Health Service
* Pick up and return needles and syringes at no cost
— Accessibility to treatment programs
* Referralsforindividuals with substance abuse
» Mental health service availability for individuals and their families
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Decreasein Crime

* Crimeratesdecrease

— Theincreasein crime can be attributed partially to the
meth epidemic

— Lessdrug use=less crime

http://www.clipartsuggest.com/images/166/gallery-for-clip-art-juvenile-crime-1qmQiw-clipart.jpg




Healthier community

e Families

— Without substance abuse in homes, home lifeis
better for the youth

— Reductionin Adverse Childhood Experiences

e Education

— Greater likelihood of obtaining a high school
education

e Culturesandtraditions

— More involvement with the cultures and
traditions of our ancestors
* Has been showntoincrease the overall outlook of
the lives of Native Youth
— Cultureis prevention (WeRNative)
— Cultureishealing

PHYSICAL

» Safety During a Violent
Incident

o Safety as | Prepare to
Leave

» Safety for my Children

SPIRITUA

~

» Saf and Drug or

EMOTIONAL
« Safety in My Own Home

» Safety and my
Emotional Health

» Safety for my Children

MENTAL

o Safety on the Job and in
Public

» Safety Using my
Computer

(on the Internet)

» Safety for my Children

http://www.clipartsuggest.com/images/166/gallery-for-clip-art-juvenile-crime-1qmQiw-clipart.jpg
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Why?
* Meth use and addiction are rampant in our communities

* ltistearing apart our communities

* Current judicial policies and funding sources are prohibiting

How?
* Increasing Funding resources
 Public health prevention and treatment programming

 Being Warriorsfor the future of our communities
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