
TRIBAL AFFAIRS

CMS Division of Tribal Affairs

Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services 

National Indian Health Board 
Annual Tribal Health 

Conference

September 2018



TRIBAL AFFAIRS

Role of CMS Tribal Affairs

• CMS Division of Tribal Affairs (DTA)  is located in Baltimore 
within the Children & Adults Health Programs Group, 
under the Center for Medicaid & CHIP Services.

• DTA serves as the point of contact on Indian health issues 
for the agency and tribal and federal partners.

• At each CMS Regional office, there is a Native American 
Contact (NAC) who is available to provide technical 
assistance on CMS programs to I/T/Us. 

• For the list of DTA and NAC staff, please visit: 

https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/American-
Indian-Alaska-Native/AIAN/NACTAGlistJanuary2018.pdf
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• In 1976, Congress authorized IHS hospitals and clinics to receive 
reimbursement for services provided to Medicare and Medicaid 
patients.

• The authority to bill Medicare and Medicaid is unique to any other 
federal health program (i.e. VA and DOD do not have this 
authority).

• IHS publishes its reimbursement rates in the Federal Register on 
an annual basis, often called the OMB rates. 

• In addition to Medicaid and Medicare, ITUs also bill the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and private insurance, including 
those purchased on the Health Insurance Marketplace.

• CMS reimburses States 100% for services provided to AI/ANs in 
IHS and Tribally operated facilities, this is commonly referred to as 
the 100% Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP). 

Authorities to Improve AI/AN Access to 
Medicare and Medicaid
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The Role of CMS in Indian Health Care

CMS developed a video 
that highlights the 
history of Indian Health 
Care, CMS Tribal 
Consultation and the 
significant impact that 
CMS programs have in 
Indian Country.
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https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=I2EnR88gIZM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2EnR88gIZM
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Medicaid Expansion

Medicaid expansion

Expansion but not
implemented to date

Considering
expansion

Not expanding
Medicaid to dateSo far, 34 states  and DC are expanding Medicaid to low-

income adults in 2018.   

DE

DC
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CHIP Reauthorization 
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New Medicare Cards Project 
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2017 Open Enrollment
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July 2018

Monthly drop-in “news ads” and 
Radio Clips

Available on YouTube

30 second radio clips using 
the same topic selected for 
drop-in “news shorts.” 
Recorded in five Native 
languages:
• English                 
• Navajo
• Lakota
• Ojibwe
• Yupik
• Zuni

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8Z1eDSrI9s&feature=youtu.be&list=PLaV7m2-zFKpjsQFh8BTlOc6FH4bFLuqw2
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AI AN Specific Training Materials
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Grassroots
Conferences We Attend
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Customizable Flyers

Mom Kissing Girl Man Mom and Baby Boy on Bike

Email tribalaffairs@cms.hhs.gov to order

mailto:tribalaffairs@cms.hhs.gov
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CMS AIAN Website
go.cms.gov/AIAN 

13



TRIBAL AFFAIRS

Long Term Services and Supports 
Newsletter
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CLICK HERE



TRIBAL AFFAIRS

Outreach and Education Newsletter
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CLICK HERE
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How to Order Tribal Products

If this is your first time ordering, visit:
http://productordering.cms.hhs.gov

http://productordering.cms.hhs.gov/
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CMS ITU Trainings and Webinars

• CMS provides 16 face to face trainings for 
ITUs to learn more about CMS programs –
Medicare, Medicaid, Marketplace and the VA 
and SSA benefits.

• CMS also holds webinars throughout the year

17



TRIBAL AFFAIRS

CMS Division of Tribal Affairs

For additional information:

DTA Website: https://go.cms.gov/AIAN

Questions: tribalaffairs@cms.hhs.gov

https://go.cms.gov/AIAN

