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Luber et al, National Climate Assessment, Health Chapter, 2014

Wildfires 
since 1970

Pollen, wildfires, urban air pollution, water quality and quantity….



2016 Human Health Assessment

http://health2016.globalchange.gov/



What is CDC doing to prepare for
health effects of climate change?

 CDC helps states and cities prepare for health 
challenges of climate change by
 Providing scientific guidance

 Developing decision support tools

 Ensuring public health concerns are considered in climate change 
adaptation and mitigation strategies

 Creating partnerships between public health and other sectors

 CDC’s Climate and Health Program – nation’s only 
investment in climate change preparedness for public 
health sector



Climate-Ready States and Cities Initiative

 CDC effort to enhance capacity of state and local health 
agencies to deal with health challenges associated with 
climate change

 CDC accomplishes this by
 Funding 18 state and local health departments

 Providing framework and tools for planning, implementing, and 
evaluating climate adaptation strategies

• Tools to identify populations and places vulnerable to climate impacts

• Materials to help communicate climate and health issues to public 
health partners (e.g., extreme heat toolkit) 



Climate Ready Tribes and 
Territories Initiative

 First year funding awarded in 2016

 Partnership with the National Indian Health 
Board and the Association of State and Territorial 
Health Officials

 Supports climate and health adaptation 
activities in Tribes and territories

 Three tribes and three territories funded





Building Resilience Against Climate Effects
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BRACE Technical Guidance



APHA Report: Adaptation in Action

cdc.gov/climateandhealth





Summary

• The effects of climate change 
are already evident in our 
communities

• Climate change must be 
framed as a human welfare  
and public health issue

• Early action, through 
evidence-based approaches, 
can help to protect the 
public’s health



For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA  30333

Telephone: 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348

E-mail:  cdcinfo@cdc.gov Web:  http://www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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