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Public Health Emergency Response

• CEM-20-03-11

• March 11, 2021

• Commission on Emergency Management 

• Declaring a Public Health State of Emergency of the Navajo 
Nation Due to the Confirmation of the COVID-19 in Regional 
Areas Surround the Navajo Nation 

• Navajo Department of Health Command Operations Center has 
been established to respond to the emergency 

• Unified Command Group



Navajo Healthcare System 

• Tribal Health Organizations
• 4 Self Determination Contractors

• 3 Self Governance Compactors

• Federal Health 
• 5 Federal Service Unit

• Urban Indian Health 
• 1 Urban Health Center



First Case March 2020



Overall Hospital Demographics

• Hospital beds ~ 259 

• ICU beds ~ 26 

• Negative pressure rooms ~ 58

• Ventilators ~ 74 

• Nurses ~ 313

• Providers ~285
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COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency Orders
2020: 32 issued 

2021: 10 issued
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Vaccination Efforts
50% (~95K individuals) fully vaccinated

Administered 88.3% (247,165 total) of vaccine allocation





Mitigation Strategies 
Community Mitigation Teams

Unified Command Group 



It takes a village!

Who is involved?

• Public health 

• Clinical

• Law enforcement 

• Community 

• Tribal leadership

• Volunteers

What is being done?

• Businesses operations

• Reporting exposures

• Schools

• Gatherings

• Protecting self and others!



Thank you for listening today! 



Ongoing Efforts 
The pandemic is still here! 



Current pandemic

• Post-COVID – online survey

• Non-COVID hospitalizations are occurring

• Breakthough cases

• Data capacity 



Thank You! 


