
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium

Jackie Qataliña Schaeffer, Community Development Manager
ANTHC Community Environment & Health Department
jdschaeffer@anthc.org |  907-729-3545

Indigenous Resilience in Tribal Public Health Practice

NIHB Tribal Public Health Summit
April 28, 2021



OUR VISION: Alaska Native 
people are the healthiest 
people in the world.
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- Over 189,000 Alaska 
Native & American Indian 
people. 

- From more than 200
communities across
Alaska.

- Majority of these 
communities are 
inaccessible by road. 

Who We Serve



Climate Adaptation Planning & Support



Our work helps us better understand associations between climate and health



Innovative Solutions: 
Portable Alternative Sanitation System (PASS)

Honey Bucket Outhouse

FULL PASS unit

Flush/Haul System Piped

Levels of sanitation service in rural Alaska 

Why P.A.S.S.?
Strategy to Eligibility
Improved Sanitation
Improved Quality of Life

MINI PASS unit





Project Implementation:

Newtok to Mertarvik
Relocating a Community 

Newtok

Mertarvik

Planning….
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Helping communities across Alaska gain the capacity to 
successfully manage local environmental programs. 

Alaska Tribal Conference on Environmental Management (ATCEM)

Outreach & Education



Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic

Mobile Mask Sanitizing Unit Statewide Hand Sanitizer Distribution

- Mask distribution
- Data Tracking
- Development / distribution of outreach materials

- Contact Tracing
- Vaccine Distribution
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