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Our Founding
• Establish in the Univ. of Arkansas School of Law in 2013 

by:
• Vice-Chancellor Stacy Leeds; and 
• Founding Director Janie Simms Hipp

• Moved with Vice-Chancellor Leeds to Office of 
Economic Development in July 2018

Our Mission
Enhance health and wellness in tribal communities by 
advancing healthy food systems, diversified economic 

development, and cultural food traditions in Indian 
Country. 
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We provide strategic legal analysis, policy research,
and educational resources to empower Indian
Country through food sovereignty, agriculture, and
economic development.

Our Work in Indian Country

Putting Tribal Sovereignty in Food Sovereignty



Model Tribal Food and Agriculture Code
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•Envisioned by IFAI’s founding director Janie Simms Hipp

•The Model Tribal Food and Agriculture Code Project serves as a resource for Tribal 
governments, providing a comprehensive set of model laws for review, adoption, and 
implementation. 

•The model laws contained in the code were designed by IFAI and contributing attorneys to 
promote food Sovereignty by facilitating agricultural production, food systems development, 
and health outcomes improvement in Indian Country.



Code Project: Supporters
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Code Project: Supporters

INDIGENOUS FOOD AND AGRICULTURE INITIATIVE



Code Project: Partners

INDIGENOUS FOOD AND AGRICULTURE INITIATIVE

• The Initiative gives special thanks to: 
• Columbia River Intertribal Fish Commission 
• Intertribal Agriculture Council
• Blackfeet Tribe 
• Menominee Nation 
• Quapaw Tribe 
• Great Lakes Intertribal Fish & Wildlife Commission 
• National Congress of American Indians
• Native American Rights Fund 
• Public Health Law Center 



Code Development
v Project supported by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, MAZON: A 
Jewish Response to Hunger, AguaFund, Inc., Farm Credit, 
and NoVo Foundation

vDeveloped by IFAI attorneys along with key external 
partners 

◦ Intertribal Agriculture Council, Columbia River Intertribal 
Fish Commission, Public Health Law Center, Tribal 
governments 

v Process: 
v Year One– groundtruthing & community discussion via 

roundtable sessions around Indian Country 
v Years Two & Three-- research, drafting, revision
v December 2018: code released, available at 

www.tribalfoodcode.com
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http://www.tribalfoodcode.com/


NATIVE FARM BILL COALITION







Model Code Project Chapters

I. Jurisdiction and Developing a Tribal 
Department of Agriculture

II. Traditional Foods and Seeds
III. Health and Nutrition
IV. Animals and Livestock
V. Slaughter of Animals and Sale of Meat
VI. Horses
VII. Land Use
VIII. Agriculture and Food Safety
IX. Plant Production, Health, and Sale of 

Produce

X. Aquaculture
XI. Bees and Honey Production
XII. Agroforestry and Silviculture
XIII. Trade and Marketing of Agriculture Products
XIV. Liability for Agriculture Production and 

Enterprises
XV. Water
XVI. Conservation
XVII. Alternative Agriculture Production
XVIII.Agriculture Labor
XIX. Agriculture Business Entities
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Why Have a Food & Agricultural Code?

◦ Promote food sovereignty through Tribal sovereignty:
◦ Provide resources to protect traditional plants, 

medicines and foods
◦ Provide clarity and protection for Tribal food producers 

and food businesses 
◦ Develop economic opportunity
◦ Facilitate intertribal trade
◦ Access emerging agricultural opportunities (2018 Farm 

Bill)
◦ Signal to other governments—federal, state, and local—

what Tribal policy is for Tribal food systems.
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Creating Pathways for Tribal Trade

• The Model Tribal Food and Agriculture Code can provide a starting 
point to set the framework for a Tribal government wishing to increase 
its presence in conducting international or intertribal trade:
• Ch. XIII - Trade and Marketing of Agricultural Products
• Contains language to establish a Tribal Economic Development 

Authority (TEDA) to serve as the formal home within the Tribal 
government for all external trade efforts.
• Can be granted special authority enter into agreements with 

other Tribal Nations to facilitate pathways to establish and Inter-
Tribal trade network.

• Ch. XIX – Agricultural Business Entities
• Contains language to form Tribal Limited Liability Companies and 

Tribal Cooperatives and protect the individual Tribal member 
assets when engaging in trade.  Also contains a discussion of 
relevant Uniform Commercial Code provisions.



Importance of Value-Added
Value-added means 
more jobs, lower costs

3 steps would more 
than TRIPLE
Reservation Economies
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Accessing International Markets

• USDA Market Access Program
• Encourages the development, maintenance, and expansion of 

commercial export markets for agricultural commodities.
• USDA Foreign Agriculture Service may enter into agreements 

with eligible participants to share the costs of promoting and 
marketing eligible domestic commodities overseas

• The Intertribal Agriculture Council is a participant in MAP and 
administers the program through the American Indian Foods 
Program
• Provides export readiness training and assistance for the export 

presence of American Indian food products and incorporation of 
those products into international food trade shows.

• 2014-2016, IAC’s MAP support $62 million sold – including Wild Rice, 
Bison Jerky, Teas, breads, and chocolates, among others

• The 2018 Farm Bill provides $200 million in 
direct appropriations to MAP per year through FY 
2023.
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Food Security & Economic Development 
Opportunities
• "638" food procurement for FDPIR
• The 2018 Farm Bill for the first time extends "638" Tribal self-

governance authority to USDA.
• One of those provisions opens up a demonstration project for 

Tribal Nations to enter into self-determination contracts to 
procure food for the Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations (FDPIR) food package.

• Congress has appropriated $6 million for this project to date.
• Tribal food procurement standards for this will be important in

the success of this project, because Tribal procurement 
standards, not federal standards, will be used here, promoting 
Tribal sovereignty in this food sourcing for the first time. 
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Food Safety

• All of these examples involve a need for food safety 
regulation and guidelines
• Tribal Nations have been involved in food safety from time 

immemorial, and the Model Tribal Food & Agriculture Code 
positions Tribal Nations as the most appropriate government 
to shape food systems on Tribal lands—that includes food 
safety.

• Recognizing that Tribal Nations and AI/AN producers are 
already engaged in international food trade, the Code offers a 
harmonized FSMA approach so that producers have clarity 
and can easily access all available markets.



Example: Food Safety regulation under 
FSMA
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Tribe wants to 
manage food 

safety on Tribal 
lands

Tribal 
government 
enacts food 
safety law or 
regulation

Tribe can now 
request 

variance from 
FSMA from FDA

• Food safety is an important consideration for any 
food producer no matter where they are. 

• The FSMA has changed our regulatory landscape 
for food safety onto the farm.

• Tribal governments are uniquely situated to use 
Tribal law and policy in a way that:
• Protects Tribal producers and food 

businesses; and
• Provides clarity to everyone—including 

state/federal regulators—that the Tribal 
Nation is the appropriate regulator on Tribal 
lands

• Provides clarity to producers on Tribal lands, 
they know what rules to follow and who to 
reach out to about them
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IFAI Technical Resources
• IFAI attorneys can be a resource for your Tribal attorneys, in house or contract, during 
implementation of any or all of the Model Tribal Food and Agriculture Code.

• In general, IFAI can provide:
• Strategic planning on Tribal law & policy in food and agriculture
• Analysis of federal or state law where those are considerations for Tribes in food and agriculture 

regulation
• Information on emerging issues in federal agricultural policy (like industrial hemp) and impact on 

Indian Country

• Interested Tribal leaders, Tribal attorneys, Tribal food systems advocates, and other 
stakeholders can reach out to our team members anytime about the Code
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Accessing the Code
• The Code is available for free viewing and download on our website, 
www.tribalfoodcode.com

•To view and download the Code, visitors will need to create a free account by clicking the 
button next to "Sign Up For Access Here" on the homepage.

• After your account is approved, you'll receive an email with instructions to help you log in. 
Once logged in, you can click on "The Code" in the top righthand corner of the site to view 
the model laws.

• The Code can be viewed or downloaded by section, or if you would like the entire document, 
you can download it in full by clicking the link at the top of the Index page.

• You can also search the code for keywords by typing them into the search bar at the top of 
the index page.
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http://www.tribalfoodcode.com/


Erin Parker, J.D., L.L.M.
Director

esparker@uark.edu; 479.575.6572
www.tribalfoodcode.com, www.indigenousfoodandag.com

Empowering Indian Country through economic development and greater food access
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