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Majed Ibrahim 

Program Man aget; VHA Office 
o(Con11nu nity Ca re, Colorado, 
Ve teran Administration 

Majed has bee n se rvin g Vetera ns 
while wo rkin g for t he US Depa•tme nt 
of Vetera ns Affa irs (VA ) for a lm ost 
J 2 yea rs. Majed wo•·ked for VA in 

pos it ions at t he loca l Medi ca l 
Ce nte r, Netwo rk an d headqu a rte rs 
leve l. Current ly, Majed is t he Progra m 
Man age r f01· Indi a n Health Service 
f iH Slfl'ri bal Hea lt h Program (THP) 
Nationa l Rei mburse me nt Progr a m 
wit hin the VA Office of Communi ty 
Ca re. Majed is a Se ni or Leve l Certified 
Progra m Ma nager with a Bache lor's 
Degree in Biomed ica l Engi neering, 
Maste rs in Elect ri ca l E ngi neerin g 
a nd a n MBA . 

Congressman Markwayne Mullin 

U.S. House o( Representatives, 
:2nd District, Oil/ah oma 

Congressma n Ma rk wayne Mullin 
was fi rst elec ted to Oklahoma's 
Second Congress iona l Di strict in 
20 12. He is currently se rving hi s 
t hird term in office. Mullin current ly 
serves on t he House Ene rgy a nd 
Commerce Commi ttee whose bmad 
ju ri sdi ction includes issues important 
to rura l Ok la homa in cluding e nergy 
po li cy, hea lt h ca re, commerce, a nd 
ma nufacturing. The co mm ittee has 
created the Indi a n Hea lth Service Task 
Force, whi ch Rep. Mullin serves as a 
co-cha ir. Th e Task force is mea nt to 
exa min e ways to reform IHS to better 
se rve t he 2.2 milli on AI/ AN's t hat 
rece ive se•·vices from IHS. 

Melanie Claborn, Pharm.D. 

Clinical Pha rmacy Specialist / A ssistant 
Pro(essot; 0/llahorna City i ndian 
Clinic I South western 011ia.lwma Stale 
University College o( Pharmacy 

Dr. Mela nie Cla born received her 
Docto r of Ph a rm acy from Southwestern 
Okl a hom a State Unive rsity (SWOSU ) in 
Weathe•·ford, Okla homa. S he co mpl eted 
both a PGY 1 a nd Ambu latory Ca re 
Spec ia lty res ide ncy a t the Cent ra l 
Arka nsas Vete ra ns Hea lt hca re 
Syste m, in Little Rock, Arka nsas . She 
is curre ntly a n Assista nt Professo r 
at SWOSU a nd a Clini ca l Pha rm acy 
Spec iali st at the Ok la homa City Indi a n 
Clinic . She serves as a facul ty precepto r 
for SWOSU pha rm acy students 
wh ile ma nagin g a ca rdi ovascul a r 
ri s k reduction clini c, a pediatri c 
asth ma clini c, a nd diabetes education 
classes at OKCJC. 

Melissa Gower 

St; Advisor and Policy Analyst. 
Chiclwsaw Nation 

Meli ssa has wo rked as t he Se ni or 
Ad visor, Poli cy An a lyst for the 
Chi ckasaw Nation s in ce J a nua ry 20 15. 

He r focu s is healt h pol icy issues at t he 
state a nd nation a l levels. Gower was 
the recipi ent of the He nry J . Kai se r 
Fa mi ly Foundation Native America n 
Hea lth a nd Welfare Poli cy Fe llowship 
a nd ha received numerous awards 
in clud in g: NIHB's 2016 National 
Impact, Ok la homa City Area IHS 
Area Director 's Service, Exce ll ence in 
Ma nage me nt , Supe rior Ma nagement 
a nd Employee of t he Yea r. Gower has 
a Bache lor of Science in Hea lth Ca re 
Admini stration from Northeastern 
State University whe re s he gradua ted 
Magna Cum Laude. She is a citi zen of 
t he Cherokee Nation . 

Mendy Spohn 

Regional Administrative Directot; 
0 /dahom.a State Departmen t o( Health 

Mendy Spohn is t he Regiona l 
Admini st ra t ive Director for the hea lt h 
depa rt ments in Carte r, J ohn ston , Love, 
Ma rs ha ll , Stephe ns an d J efferson 
Co unties. She has a master's degree 
in publi c hea lth epidemi ology a nd a 
bachelor's degree in microbiology, both 
from the Unive rs ity of Okla homa. 
She has worked for t he Ok la hom a 
State Depa rtment of Hea lth for 
twe nty-five years in variou s roles. She 
served as preside nt of the Okla hom a 
Public Hea lt h Association a nd as 
a membe•· of the Okla homa Injury 
Prevention Council. 

Michael Detamore 

Founding Director and Pro(essor 
of the Stephenson S chool of' 
Biomedical Engineering 

Mi chae l Deta more ea rned hi s Ph .D. in 
bioengineer ing from Rice U ni vers ity 
a nd was a Professor at the Unive rs ity 
of Ka nsas fo r 12 years before joining 
OU in 2016. He was a Fu lbright Schola r 
a nd Vis iting Professor a t NUl Ga lway 
in Ire la nd in 2011, a nd is a Fellow 
of t he Ameri ca n Institu te of Medica l 
a nd Biologica l Engineering. He has 
publi shed ove r 115 pape rs, a nd has 
been awa rded six U .S. patents, a nd has 
given -80 invited lectures a round t he 
world . In addition to hi s research , he 
enjoys teaching a nd has won nume rous 
teaching awa rds . 

Michael Peercy 

Epidemiologist, Ch.iclwsaw Nation 

Michae l Peercy is a n Epide mi ologist/ 
Biostatis ti cia n with t he Chi ckasaw 
Nation 's Divi sion of Resea rch an d Publi c 
Healt h . He attended East Centra l 
Univers ity for hi s undergrad uate 
studi es a nd he obtained hi s Masters 
of P ub li c Hea lth degree from t he 
University of Okla homa in 2009 . He 
has worked for t he Chick asaw Nation 
Depa rtm ent of Hea lth for 22 yea rs in 
va ri ous capacities. Mi chae l currently 
se rves as t he Chi ckasaw Nation 
Department of Hea lth Instit utional 

Review Boa rd Admini st rator ( I RB l. He 
is a me mber of th e So ut he rn Pl a in s 
In te r-Triba l E pide miology Ce nte r 
adv isory boa rd a nd is t he Ok laho ma 
Techni ca l Re presenta tive f(> r the 
National Instit uLes of Hea lth <N IH ) 
Triba l Ad visory Commi ttee. 

Michelle Singer 

Senior Research Assistan t - Native 
STAND Project Managet; Center 
fo r Healthy Communities - Oregon 
Prevention Centet; OHSU-PSU 
S chool of' Public Health 

Mich ell e Singer, Se ni or Rc•sca rch 
Ass istant , OHSU- PSU Sc hoo l of 
Publi c Hea lth and Project Mam.1 ge r, 
Center for Hea lthy Co mmuniti es' 
core research project, Native 
STAND (Students Togethe r Agai nst 
Negative Dec ision s) Disse minat ion , 
Impl e menta tion a nd Eva luation 
Project. The Ce nte r for I-l ea l thy 
Communiti es is one of26 CDC-fund ed 
Preve ntion Resea rch Ce nte rs ac ross 
t he nation. Oregon's PRC is committed 
to addressing t he hea lth promoti on 
a nd chroni c di sease prevention needs 
ofAI/ANs, a nd other underse rved 
communi t ies th rough co mmunity­
based pa rti cipatory resea rch, tra inin g 
opportunities, progra m d isse mination , 
a nd resea rch eva luation act iviti es. 
Michell e's profess iona l ex pe ri e nce 
spa ns ove r 25 years of ex pe rie nce 
in education, resea rch , gove rnme nt 
a ffa irs a nd co mmunity engage me nt in 
In di a n Country. 

Miranda Willis 

A ccreditat ion Coordina/111; 
Chiclw.saw Nation 

Mira nda Willi s is a me mbc•r of the 
Ch ickasaw Nation. In 20 14, s he 
gradu ated from East Ce ntra l Univers ity 
with a Bache lor's of Scie nce degTee in 
E nvironme nta l Hea lth Sc ie nce a nd 
is curre ntly purs ui ng he r Maste rs of 
Public Hea lth degree at Cre ighton 
Univers ity. Mira nda began working 
for the Chi ckasaw Nation Di vision of 
Resea rch a nd Publi c Hea lth in 20 12 
as a n inte rn . She late r served as the 
Strategic Preventi on Da ta An a lyst/ 
Triba l Lia ison fo r t he Pa rtne rships 
for Success gra nt whi ch fr>c used on 
preventing unde rage drinki ng an d 
prescript ion drug a buse/mi suse in 
t he Chi ckasaw Nation . Mi randa 
curre ntly se rves as t he Puhli c Hea lth 
Accreditat ion Coo rdin ator. 

LT Morgan Drew Greutman, 
Pharm.D., BCPS 

Clinical Ph armacist, Ch octa w Notion 

LT Morgan Gre utm a n cu rrently wo rks 
as a cli nica l ph a rm ac ist at the Choctaw 
Na tion and is the Project Directo r for 
a SAM HSA gra nt, Addressing Op ioid 
Overdose Dea th s in t he Choctaw 
Na tion . She began he r ca reer wiLh 
the Un ited States Publi c ll ea lth 



Se rvice and the Choctaw Nation as a 
pharmacy res ident a nd in her reside ncy 
she in it iated an outpat ie nt na loxone 
init iative as her prima ry project. At 
the end of the yea r 34 fi rst respon de rs 
were trained a nd ca rri ed na loxone. As a 
result of thi s project, LT Greutma n was 
as ked to tra in a pproximately 50 Bureau 
of Indian A flairs law e nforce me nt 
offi cers in Ok la hom a City, OK on opioid 
overdoses and naloxone usc. 

OmarWyman 
Ph.D. Candidate, Stephenson 
School o( Biomedical Eng ineering, 
Stephenson Choir and Prnf"essot; 
University of" Ohlahoma 

Omar is a Ph.D . student in t he 
Translationa l Regene rat ive Medicine 
Lab study ing under Dr. Michael 
Detamore to deve lop a rege ne rative 
te mporom a ndibular joint. During hi s 
time at his undergraduate institution 
Texas A&M Univers ity, he wo rked as 
the Program Coo rd inator for t he Aggie 
Resea rch Progra m a nd con nected 
teams of u nd ergra du ates with research 
opportuniti es a nd ma nagi ng t he ir 
t·esea rch t im elincs. Omar is hi ghl y 
motivated to improve science outreach 
within OU co mmunity a nd hopes that 
hi s experi e nce a s a n Undergraduate 
Resea rch Amba ssador at Texas A&M 
wi ll serve as a s trong found at ion to 
deve lop un ique a nd e ngagi ng outreach 
activiti es for s tudents of a ll ages. 

Paul Fragua 
Manol{et; Iron side Consulting 

Pa ul F' ragua (Pueblo of Jemez) 
specia li zes in Triba l Co mmunity 
Deve lopm ent i ncl udi ng st rategic 
pla nning, maste r plann ing, resou rce 
development a nd technical ass istance. 
Mr. F'ragua 's focus is adva ncing 
t riba l hea lth ca re. Du rin g hi s term 
as Cha irman of the Jemez Health 
Boa rd the Tribe's hea lt h center became 
AAAHC accredited triba l comprehe nsive 
Co mmunity Hea lth Ca re Ce nter. Mr. 
F'ragua provides cons ultin g se rvices 
to Hea lth insight. Add it iona l hea lth 
projects in clude: Fort Peck Tribes 
New Well ness Cente r, Pueblo of Santa 
Clara Hea lth Cente r Strategic Pl an, 
Pueblo of .J emez Ne w We ll ness Center, 
First Nation s Hea lthSo urce Strategic 
Faci li ti es Pl an, Osage Na tio n Hea lt h 
Clini c, a nd Pueb lo of J e mez Strategic 
Hea lth F'acilit ies Pl an. 

Paulina Deming, Pharm.D. 
Associate Prn{essor / Assistant Director 
Viral Hepatitis Programs, Project ECH O 
(Extension for Community Healthcare 
Outcotnes!-University a( New Mexico 
Health Sciences Center (UNMHSC) 

Dr. Deming is a clini cal pharmaci st an d 
associate professor at the UNMHSC 
Co ll ege of ph a rm acy. S ince 2006 she has 
wo rked with Project ECHO to improve 
the care of pati e nts with chroni c 

hepatiti s C virus (HCV) infectio ns 
in rura l a nd underse rved areas. In 
addition to her role as the assistant 
director for the vira l hepatitis progr a ms 
at ECHO, Dr. Deming is a faculty expert 
on H CV with multiple publications on 
HCV t reatment a nd ca re. 

Rachel Childers, Ph.D. 
Assistant Prolessor; Stephenson 
School ol Biomedical Engineering, 
Stephenson Chair and Professot; 
University ofOhlahoma 

Rachel Chi lders ea rn ed her Ph .D. in 
Biomedical Engineering from t he Ohio 
State U ni vers ity, an d joined OU in 2017 , 
where she has created, developed, a nd 
implemen ted six biomedical e ngineering 
laboratory courses. She serves as th e 
Chair of Undergr aduate Studies in 
biom edica l engi neering, a nd taught a 
biomedical e ngi neering co urse in France 
this past summer. Her outt·each eflorts 
wit h K-12 students has bee n featured 
in loca l newspapers a nd Okla homa 
Channel 4 News, a nd t he s tudent tea m 
she led to 3D-print a ha nd for a 12-year­
old boy with Poland Syndrome was 
featured on Okla homa Channel 9 News . 

Rob England , MA 
Health Promotion Managet; 
United Indian Health Services 

Rob E ngla nd (Yurok ), MAin Psychology, 
is the Hea lt h Promotion Manager in 
t he Community Hea lth a nd Wel lness 
di vision for U ni ted Indi a n Health 
Services in Arcata, CA. He is a certified 
t ra iner of Question , Persuade, Refer 
(QPR J, Applied Sui cide Intervention 
Skil ls Training (ASIST) a nd Connect 
Sui cide Postvention trainings. He is a lso 
a t rained facilita tor of the Gathering of 
Native Am eri cans (GONA ) curriculum . 
Hi s previous experience includes 
thi rtee n years working for the Yurok 
Tribe in a variety of roles involving 
stude nt's education , enha nci ng cultura l 
knowledge, a nd a dvoca ting for youth 
a nd families in the juve rri le justice a nd 
child welfare systems. 

Rodger Woeppel 
Therapeutic Supported Employment 
Services Program. Managet; 
Veterans Health Administration 

Mr. Woeppel is current ly the 
Therapeutic Su pported Employment 
Services Program Ma nager, the 
Domiciliary Ca re for Homeless Vetera ns 
Program Manager a nd CWTfi'R 
Program Manager at VA Black Hills 
Health Care System. He is responsible 
for a ll of VA Black Hi ll s Vocational 
a nd Homeless Residenti a l Treatment 
Programs throughout western South 
Da kota an d pa rts of North Dakota and 
Nebraska. Previous ly Mr. Woeppel 
was in the U.S. Army and worked 
as a Mental Health Coun selor in 
So ut h Dakota. He graduated from 
Cha dron State Coll ege with a Master 

ofArts degree in Me nta l Hea lth a nd 
Community Agency Counseling. He 
is a Lice nsed Professional Cou nselor­
Me ntal Hea lth . 

Samantha Jo McGee, BS 
Project Coordinatot; Choctaw Nation 

Samantha McGee is t he Project 
Coo rdin ator for a SAMHSA grant, 
Address ing Opioid Overdose Deaths 
in t he Choctaw Nation . Samantha 
obtai ned her bachelor 's degree in 
Crimin a l Justice a nd a minor in 
Psychology from t he Un ivers ity of 
Arkansas at Fort S mith . She bega n 
her ca reer with Okla homa 'I'rcatmcnt 
Services (OTS ) in 20 14 as a Substance 
Abuse Coun selor. After work ing as 
a Substa nce Abu se Counse lor for 
OTS, she was promoted to Pmgra m 
Ad mini strator of t he ir McA lester clini c 
in 20 16. Sa ma nth a was na med th e 
secreta ry of t he Okla homa Association 
for the Treatment of Op ioid De pendence 
(OKATOD ) a nd is curre ntly a 
board membe r. 

Sarah Sullivan 
Health Policy Analyst, Northwest 
Portlan d Area Indian Health Board 

Sarah Su lli van is a Health Poli cy 
Ana lyst for the Nort hwest Portland 
Area Indian Health Board (NPAlH B l 
a nd t he 43 tt·ibes oflda ho, Oregon, a nd 

Washington. Sa ra h provides regulatory 
a nd a dvocacy on fede ra l and state 
policies for the North west tribes. Prior 
to joining NPAIHB , Sa t·ah worked for 
two year s at the Nationa l Indian Hea lth 
Board a s th e Policy Ana lyst a nd Poli cy 
Associate. She a lso wo rked on Ca pitol 
Hill for Representative Tim Bishop fi·om 
Long Isla nd, New York . Sarah's pass ion 
an d dedication to improve hea lthcare 
for triba l communi ties started when s he 
was 16 years old through an intern s hip 
opportuni ty at the Se nate Co mmittee 
on Indi an Affairs under Senator John 
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McCain (R-AZ) a nd Se nator Byron 
Dorgan (0 -N D). Sa ra h obtained a 
Maste rs of Publi c Hea lth (MPH ) 
degree in poli cy a nd environme nta l 
health science as wel l as a Bache lor of 
Arts degree in politica l scie nce from 
Ind iana Uni ve t·sity. 

Shana Bakken 

Notional Directo1; VHA Therapeutic 
and Supported Employm ent Services, 
Vl'teran Health Administration !V HA! 

Dr. Bakken is the at iona l Directo r 
of the Th era peuti c a nd Supported 
E:mp loyme nt Se rvices (TSES ) in t he 
OITice of Menta l Hea lt h a nd Sui cide 
Preve nti on (0MHS PJ, Vetera ns Affa irs 
(VA l Centra l Office. Dr. Bakken began 
her VA ca ree r in 1997 a nd si nce that 
lime has he ld seve ra l clinical a nd 
leade rs hip posit ions providing recovery­
ori e nted services for Vete ra ns be fore 
ass uming he r curre nt pos ition in VA 
Ce ntral Office in 20 14. Dr. Bakken is a 
Li ce nsed Psychologist and a Certified 
Re habilitation Counselor, with degrees 
in Rehabi li tation Psychology from t he 
Unive rs ity of Wi sconsin . 

Shawnna Ross 

Public Health Nurse Supervisor 
Chir-lw saw Nation ' 

Sha wn na Ross is a me mbe r of the 
Choctaw Nation of Okl a homa. S ha wnn a 

worked as a Li ce nsed Practical Nurse 
I(J r 12 yea rs ac ross t he country. In 
2006, Shawnn a received her Bachelors 
of Sc ie nce degree in Nu rs ing from the 

ni ve rsity of Oklahoma; whe re she 
returned a nd rece ived her Masters 
of Scie nce of Nu rs ing Admi ni st ration 
in 20 1S. S hawnn a has worked fo r t he 
Chi ckasaw ation De pa rt me nt of 
Hea lth sin ce 2006 a nd join t he Di vision 
of Resea rch a nd Pub li c Health in 2015. 
Shawnna cu rrently se rves as t he Publi c 
Hea lth Nurse Supervisor 

Sheri Daniels 

Executive Direct01; Papa Ola Lokahi 

Born , raised, a nd current ly residing 
on Ma ui , She ri-Ann Da ni e ls, Ed.D, 
has over two decades of ex perience in 
social se rvice progra ms a nd 15 years 
of supervi sory experie nce, including 
non -profi t ma nage ment. In April 2016, 
Dr. Da ni els was appoin ted Executive 
Director of P a pa Ol a Loka hi (POL ). In 
th is ro le, she leads efforts in developing 
poli cy strategies related to healt h 
improvement for ative Hawaii a ns a nd 
thei r families at t he local, state and 
fede ra l level. In 20 17 Dr. Da ni els was 
appoi nted chai rperson ofNa Limahana 
o Lonopuha, the Nat ive Hawaii a n 
Hea lth Consorti um . 

Shervin Aazami 

Public Health Project Coordinator 
National Indian Health Board ' 

Shet·vin Aazami is a Public Health 
Project Coo rdinator on t he Public 
Hea lt h Policy a nd Progra ms team . Hi s 
work is primarily focused on addressing 
the opioid overdose epide mic an d H!V 
prevent ion in Triba l communi t ies 
while a lso providing resea rch a nd' 
ana lys is towards ex pa nding Triba l 
food overeignty. Pri or to NIHB , Mr. 
Aazami wot·ked at t he Washington 
D.C. Depa rtment of Hea lt h as the HIV 
Scree ning Coordin a tot·. Mr. Aazami 

gradu ated from t he Un ive rsity of 
Ca liforni a, Los Angeles with hi s B.A. in 
Psychology, a nd is currently purs uing 
hi s Masters in Publ ic Health with 
a concentratio n in Hea lt h Policy at 
George Washington University, a nd hi s 
Masters in Public Admini stration with 
a concentration in Local Government 
from t he U ni versity of Nort h Carolina , 
Chapel Hill. 

Shondra McCage 

Diabetes Care Center Program Manage1; 
Cluclwsaw Nat ion Depa rtm ent n/" 1-leolth 

Shondra McCage is a citi zen of the 
Chi ckasaw Nation and has wo rked 
for the Chi ckasaw Nation's diabetes 
program for over 19 yea rs. She 
graduated from East Ce ntra l Un ive rsity 
in 1998 with a degree in l~xe rc i se 

Scie nce ; in 2005 she received her Maste r 
of Public Health from t he Uni vers ity of 
Okl a hom a's Health Science Cente r and 
is currently a s tudent in the Co llege 
of Public Hea lth 's doctora l program . 
She is a Maste r Ce rtified ll ea lth 
Ed ucatio n S pecia list. S hondra se rves 
as t he cha ir for the Ame rican Diabetes 
Association 's Ame ri can Indi a n/Alaska 
Native Diabetes Action Counc il and 
is a com mi ssione r with the Okl ahoma 
Commi ss ion on the Status of Wome n. 

Sonlatsa Jim-M artin 

Founde1; Indigenous Youth 
Leadersh ip Prog ram , Inc. 

Son latsa Jim -Ma rtin is of t he S leepi ng 
Rock Clan a nd bo rn f(J r the Modoc 
Tribe. Her matern a l grandfather is 
of the Sa lt Clan. She rece ived her 
Bachelor 's Degree from the Colorado 
Coll ege a nd is wo rking on a Maste r 's 
Degree in Publi c Adm ini s tration/Publi c 
Healt h . He r past ex pe ri e nces include 
working with Ind ian Educat ion , Tribal 
Hum a n Reso urces, Navajo at ion Soc ial 
Services, Non-Profit Organizations, 

avajo Depa rtme nt of Hea lt h, a nd th e 
Pa rtners In Hea lth CO PE: Program. 
She founded th e Indigenou s You t h 
Leadership Progra m, Inc. to advocate 
for the reform of sys tem s lo promote 
healt hie r foods a nd beverages th rough 
yout h activism. Sonl atsa is a wile a nd 
mother, a n In di genou s woma n leader, 
a n indigenou s food growe r, and a social 
justice acti vis t. 

Stephanie Birdwell 

Directo1; Office n/"Tribal Govemment 
Rela tion s, Veteran ., A/lairs 
Central Office, Wa shington IJC 

Stepha ni e has twenty yea rs of 
ex pe ri ence wo rkin g in In dian Affairs. 
She bega n her federal ca ree r as a socia l 
worker with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, orl he rn Pueblo Age ncy in NM. 
Ms . Bird we ll moved on from th e agency 
socia l se rvice progra m to se rve as the 
BIA southwest re1,>ional soc ia l worker 
and BIA Di vis ion Chi ef, hu man se rvices 
at the HQ level. Stephan ie ea m ed he r 
Master ' Degree in Socia l We lfa re from 
t he U ni vers ity of Ca lifin·nia at 13erke ley 
a nd her Bachelor' Degree in Journa lis m 
fmm th e Unive rs ity of Ok la homa. She 
is a n e nroll ed me mber of the Che rokee 
Nation in Ok lahoma , and is a mother. 



Sunzie Ha rriso n 
Define Your Direction Youth Amba~sador 

Su nzie Ha rri so n is a me mber of t he 
Chickasaw Natio n. She is a seni or at 
All en Hi gh School in All e n, Ok la homa. 
Sunzie is act ive in ma ny extracurricu la r 
act ivities a t All en where she pl::tys 
softba ll and basketba ll. S he is a lso 
act ive in ma ny Chi ckasaw Nation 
program s including t he Chi ckasa w 
Natio n Stic kba ll team , Native Youth 
Co mmunity Pa rtn et·s (NYCP J, and 
Define Your Direction . S un zie has 
served as the yo uth a mbassador the 
Chickasaw a tion Define Your Direction 
Program s ince its inception. Defin e 
Your Direct ion is a n underage drinking 
a nd prescrip t ion drug a buse/mi suse 
prevent ion progra m ope rated by t he 
Chi ckasaw Nation Di vision of Resea rch 
a nd Publi c Hea lth . 

Tim Purdon 
Pa.rtne1; Robins Kaplan LLP 

Tim Purdon is the Co-Chair of Robin s 
Ka pl a n's LLP's Ame ri can Indi an La w 
a nd Poli cy Group. Previou s ly, Tim 
served as North Da kota's United 
States Attorney from 20 10 to 2015 
a nd was res pons ibl e for prosecut ing 
a ll fede ra l crim es a nd defe ndin g t he 
United Sta tes in civil liti gat ion . As 
U.S. Attorney, Tim placed s pecia l 
emph as is on in creasing publi c sa fety 
on the Ameri ca n Indi a n rese rvation s in 
North Da kota and he served as Cha ir of 
Attorney General Eric Holder 's at ive 
Am erican Iss ues Subcommittee. Tim 
represents Am erica n Indi an Tribes 
embroi led in co mpl ex hi sto r ic di s putes , 
in ex plor in g eco nomic developme nt 
opportun it ies, a nd in a ll ma nn er of 
high-sta kes liti ga t ion . 

Congress ma n Tom Cole 
U.S. Hou se of" Representatives, 
4th Oistricl, 0 /i/ah.onw 

Currently se rvi ng in hi s eighth te rm 
in Congress, ' Ib m Cole was el8cted to 
the U.S. House of Re prese ntatives in 
2002. In 201 7, Co le was inducted into 
the Ok la hom a Ha ll of F'a me. He is 
considered th e foremost ex pett in t he 
House on iss ues dea lin g with Native 
Ameri ca ns and Triba l gove rnm ents . 
The Congress ma n, one of on ly two 
Ameri ca n In di a ns in Co ngress, has 
been a cha mpion for Indi a n Co untry 
throu ghout hi s ca reer. He is a 
vis iona ry leader in t he U.S. Co ngress 
whl' n it comes to e ns uring that the 
fede ra l gove rnment meets its t ru st 
res pons ibil ity to Am erican Indi a ns a nd 
Alas ka atives (Al/ANsJ. As a se nior 
membe r of"the House Appropri at ions 
Co mmittee, Cole has bee n instrumenta l 
in sec urin g fundin g for a ll of fndi a n 

Country by co nsta nt ly advoca t ing on 
behalf of the Tribes a nd educating 
hi s colleagues a bout t he federa l trust 
responsibili ty to Tribes. Outs ide of the 
Appropri a tions Comm ittee he serves 
as the Co-Cha ir of t he Co ngressiona l 

ative America n Caucus a nd in tha t 
role he works to e ns ure tha t t he federa l 
governme nt honors its promi ses to 
Am eri ca n Indi a ns a nd Alaska Natives 
in a ll legislation cons idered by 
Co ngress. Tom Cole has a s ign ifica nt 
background of service to hi s home state 
of Okla homa, servi ng va rious roles 
within the Republican Party as a state 
senator and as Ok la homa Secreta ry 
of State. A form e r coll ege inst ructor in 
hi story a nd politics, Cole holds a B.A. 
from Grinn ell Coll ege, a M.A. from 
Ya le University a nd a Ph .D. from t he 
Uni versity of Ok la homa. Tom Cole is 
a fifth generation Ok la homa n a nd a n 
enroll ed membe r of t he Chi ckasaw 
Nation. He was inducted in to t he 
Chickasaw Ha ll of Fa me in 2004. He 
was inducted in to the Oklahoma H a ll of 
Fa me in 20 17. 

Trina Jones Artis 
Papa. Ola. Lokah. i 

Born a nd ra ised in the Pac ifi c 
Northwest, Tt·in a Jones Artis relocated 
to Hawai' i in 2013 earni ng a master's 
degree in socia l work from Un iversity 

ofHawai·i at Mii noa in 2016 a nd is 
currently in her fin a l e mester in t he 
Native Hawaiia n a nd Indige nous 
Hea lth, Masters in Publi c Hea lt h 
progr a m. She cu rre nt ly serves as th e 
Da ta a nd Research Assistant fot· Pa pa 
Ola Lokahi in addition to t he project 
coordin ator for t he Hawai·i Youth 
Services Directory/808youth.com. She 
joi ned POL foll owin g t he compl eti on 

of he r NHIH-MPH practicum , whi ch 
focu sed on co llecting a nd a na lyz ing data 
from t he communi ty voices survey. 

Zunneh-bah Ma rtin 
Youth Boa rd Memhe1: Indigenous 
Youth Leadership Prog ram . Inc. 

Zunneh-ba h is Dine (Navajo ), Modoc, 
Mexica n with Aztec a nd Maya n 
a ncest ry, Afri ca n Ame ri ca n, I ri s h a nd 
Germ a n. He r na me i ~ a Tt·adi t iona l 
Dine/Navajo na me a nd is tran ~ J ated to 
"old a nd wi se wo man warrior." Zu nnch­
ba h was selected Lo represe nt t he 
Navajo Nation as a Youth De legate for 
NJHB's Co nfe rence in 2014 . Curre ntly 
she is attending t he Colorado Coll ege 
in Colorado Sp rin gs, majorin g in 
Southwest Studi es with a n emphas i ~ in 
Fi lm Studi es a nd Indige nous Studies. 
Zu nne h-bah is a n ot· iginal me mbe r of 
"Generation Indi genous" under the 
Obama Adm ini st ra tion. She is a lso 
a board me mber of La Casa Roja , a 
globa l in digenous yout h leadership 
orga ni zation a nd is a founding boa rd 
me mbe r of t he Indi genou s Youth 
Leaders hip Progra m, Inc. 
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TIPS FOR A 
SUCCESSFUL 
CONFERENCE 
HOW TO MAKE THIS CONFERENCE A 
HEALTHY CONFERENCE 
NIHB acknowledges how important it is to be active and stay healthy. For this reason , we have ta ke n s te ps 
to ma ke thi s yea r 's National Tribal Health Conference a little healthier. We have created an agenda that will 
faci li tate h ealthy options for participants, as well as provide them th e time th ey need to engage in the ir own 
fitn ess activities. 

NIHB is s ponsoring two fitness event s during t hi s year's National Tribal Health Conference. Th e first will be 
on Tuesday morning at 6:30am and the second will be on Wednesday morning at 6:30am . Pl ease see the Hyer 
in the confe rence bag for more detailed information. 

Th e agend a has been specia lly constructed so as to not start too early a nd to not finish too la te. Thi s provides 
participants the time that they need to not just adjust to the Central Time zon e, but a lso exerci se in th e 
morning or the evening, as well as get a good night's sleep. 

NIHB has adopted a practice of offering longer breaks during our conferences . So please take advantage of t he 
30 minute morning a nd a fte rnoon break s to walk around, visit the exhibitors a nd vendors, s tretch t he legs, or 
even go outs ide for a wa lk. 

NIHB is encouraging parti cipa nts to leave the host hotel during the lunch breaks to expl ore downtown 
Okl a homa City. We hope that pa rticipants will get out and walk to the wonderful eating establis hm ents in t he 
surrounding a reas. A li s t of restaurants in the area was in the conference bag. 

NETWORK WITH COLLEAGUES 
One of the reason s we all go to conferences is to be able to meet new colleagues, make new professiona l 
rela tion ships and s trengthen exis ting ones. NIHB has constructed a n agenda that should help you do just this. 

The longer breaks between sessions and the open lunch periods will a llow for valuable networking time. It is 
okay if you need to check e-mai l or make a phone call , but remember that thi s time can also be used to set up 
meetings a nd explore new coll aborative opportunities. 

• Longe r workshop times en courage interactive activiti es and facilitated discussion as a n integr a l pa rt of th e 
lea rning process. Please do not be afraid to ask question s, share stories, make comm ents, a nd comm ent on 
what you hear other pa rticipants say. This is what truly makes the Conference a rich ex perien ce. We ca n all 
lea rn from one another. 

• NIHB h as specifically set aside a room at the convention cen ter to faci litate Triba l a nd fede ra l partners' 
mee tings. If you h ave a need to reserve a room for a n hour or less for a m eeting, please vis it th e front desk 
to reserve a time slot in the Tribal and F ederal Partner Meeting Room. 

• U ti li ze th e confe rence app to send a short message directly to other conference pa rti cipa nts (eve n if you do 
not have their phone number) to ask questions , set up meetings, or comment on th eir presentations. 

• NIHB is hosting or facilita ting several evening events during this year 's Nation a l Triba l Hea lt h Co nference 
(the opening reception , Culture Night, and th e Heroes in Health Awards Gala ). These are exce ll e nt 
opportunities to connect with old and new friends in a most laid back atmosphere. 
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EXHIBITORS 
ARTIST /VENDORS 
Ann Yazz ie J ewelry Co 
Cr·eati ve Circle Gift Shop & Gallery 
Ma rtin ez Indi a n Arts 
Na tive Compa ny 
Sout hwest Indi a n J ewelry 

CORPORATE/FOR 
PROFIT ENTITY 
AccuVax 
Alltra n 
America n Indi a n Living Magazine 
ARKRAY USA, In c. 
BlueC ross/BiueS hield of Oklah oma 
DataRay, Inc. 
DT-Tra k Cons ulting, Inc 
E RDMAN 
Greenway Health 
Hea lthca re Resource Group 
Indigenous Pact 
NextGen Healthcare 
PTS Di agnosti cs 
P remi er S hockwave Wound Care 
Regroup 
US WorldMeds 
U ni tedHealthcare 
VMwa re 
Virta Healt h 
Wa lgreens 

NON-PROFIT ENTITIES & 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
Am e ri can Indi a n Gradua te Center 
Campbell & Compa ny 
Gra nd Ca nyon U nive rsity 
NCAI P olicy Resea rch Center 
Nationa l Cen ter for Victim s of Crime 
Okla homa Area 'I'r iba l Epidemiol ogy Center 
Okl a homa City Indian Clinic 
RWJF Clinical Schola rs P rogra m 
Self Govern a nce Communication a nd Education 
U rban Indi a n Hea lth Ins titute 

TRIBAL ENTERPRISES 
AMERIND Ri sk 
Triba l Diagn ostics 
Tr iba l healt h AJ!i a nce LLC 

TRIBAL/FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENTS 
Centers for Medicare & Med icaid Services 
Office of Minority Health Resource Center 
FDA Center for Tobacco Products 
FDA/Office of Wom en's Health 
Kicka poo Behavioral Health 
Kickapoo Tribal Health Cen ter 
Muscogee (Creek ) Na tion 
Na tion al In stitutes of Health 
Southcentral Founda tion N uka System of Ca re 
U .S. EPA Indoor Environments Di vision 
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