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McCray, Celena 
THR IVE Project Coordinator, 

Northwest Portland Area Indian 

Hea lth Board 

Ce lena McCray (Navajo), B.S. Ed ., clans 
are th e Bitter Water Peop le born for 
the Mountain Cove People. She is the 
Northwest Portland Area Indian Health 
Board 's THRIVE Projec t Coordinator. 
Ce lena provides suicide prevention 
training and techni ca l ass istance to the 
43 federa lly-recognized Tribes in Oregon, 
Washington and Idaho. She is a suicide 
preven tion and intervention trainer of 
two widely used and effec tive trainings, 
ASIST and QPR. Ce lena also works closely 
wi th WeR Native staff who manages www. 
we rnative.org, th e national multimedia 
hea lth resource for Native teens and 
young adults. 

McDonald, Robert 
US Secretary of Vetera ns Affairs 

Robert A. McDonald was nominated by 
President Obama to serve as th e eighth 
Sec retary of Veteran s Affairs and was 
co nfirmed by the United Sta tes Senate on 
July 29, 2014. Prior to joining VA, Secretary 
McDona ld was Chai rm an, President, and 
Chief Executive Officer of The Procter 
& Gamble Company (P&G). Under hi s 
lea dership, P&G signifi ca ntly reca librated 
its produc t portfolio; expanded its 

marketing footprint, adding nearly one 
billion people to its global customer 
base; and grew the firm 's organic sales 
by an average of three percent per year. 
This growth was reflected in P&G's stock 
price, which rose from $51. 10 the day he 
became CEO to $81.64 on the day his last 
quarterly results we re announced-a 60 
percent increase from 2009 to 2013. 

McDonough,Doneg 
Technical Advisor, CMS Triba l 

Technical Advisory Group and Triba l 

Se lf -Governa nce Advisory Committee, 

US DHH S 

Doneg McDonough lea ds the health ca re 
consu lting firm Hea lth System Analytics 
and advises clients on implementat ion 
of the Affordable Care Act. Doneg serves 
as a technical advisor to th e Tribal Self­
Governance Advisory Committee on work 
involving CMS, th e Indian Health Service, 
and other Federal government agencies 
imp lemen tin g the ACA. In addition, Doneg 
is under contract with th e National Indian 
Hea lth Board wo rkin g on regulatory 
issues. Doneg recent ly co nducted a series 
of trainings with Direct Service and Self­
Governance Tribes in the Upper Midwest, 
with a particular focus on employer 
opportunit ies under the Affordable Care 
Act. 

McSwain, Robert 
Pr inc ipal Deputy Director, Indian 

Hea lt h Service, US DHHS 

Robert G. McSwain, a member of the 
North Fork Ranch eria of Mono Indians of 
California, is th e Acting Direc tor for th e 
Ind ian Hea lth Service (IH S). Mr. McSwain 
most recently served as the Deputy 
Director for Management Operation s. Mr. 
McSwa in began hi s federal ca ree r wi th the 
Indian Hea lth Service in 1976 as Director 
for the IHS Ca li fornia Area Office. He 
se rved as the Ac tin g Di rec tor of th e IHS 
from September 2007 until he was sworn 
in as the Director of the IHS in May 2008 
and served until May 2009. 

Micklin, Will 
First Vice Pres ident, Exec utive 

Coun cil. Central Council of Tling it 

Haida Indian Tribes of Ala ska 

Mr. Micklin is 1st Vice President of the 
Executive Council for th e Centra l Council 
of Tlin git Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska 
representing over 29,000 Tribal ci ti zens. 
The Ewiiaapaayp Band of Kumeyaay 
Indians employs Wi ll as Chief Executi ve 
Office r of the Tribe and its federally 
chartered Tribal co rporation si nce 
1995. Since 2008 Will has volunteered 
as Executive Director for the California 
Assoc iation of Tribal Governments, th e 
state-wid e, Tribally char tered non-profit 
inter-Tribal associat ion of Ind ian Tribes in 
th e sta te of Ca liforn ia. Will is appointed 
to var ious federa l government advisory 
committees, including for th e HHS 
Secretary 's Tribal Advisory Committee, 
th e DOE Indian Country En ergy & 
Infrastructu re Workgoup, th e Federal 
Communica tions Commission Native 
Nati ons Broadband Broadband Task 
Force, and served three years on th e IRS 
Advisory Committee on Taxation . Wi ll 
grad uated wi th a B.A. in En gli sh Literatu re 
from the Universi ty of Washin gton in 
1982. 

Milhollin, Elliot, JD 
Partner, Hobbs, Strauss, Dea n & 

Walker, LLC 

Elliott Milhollin , Esq. is a partner in the 
Washington DC offi ce of Hobbs, Straus, 
Dean & Walker LLP. Elliott represents 
individual Tribes and Tribal hea lth care 
programs as well as national and regional 
Tribal organizations on a variety of Health 
Care iss ues invo lvi ng Med icare, Medicaid, 
CHIP, the Affordable Ca re Act and the 
Indian Se lf-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act. Elliott se rves as a technical 
advisor to the Tribal Techni ca l Advisory 



Group (TTAG) of the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (C MS). He received 
hi s J.D. (cum laude) from the University of 
Wisconsin Law Schoo l and graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts with High Honors from 
the University of Michigan. 

Mizzi Angelone, Kristin 
Senior Associa te, Children 's Dental 

Campaign, Th e Pew Charitable Trusts 

Kri sten Mizzi Angelone is a Senior 
Associate for the Pew Charitable 
Tru sts children's dental campa ign. She 
works with state and national partner 
organizations to advance policies th at 
increase access to dental care. Kristen 
has almost a decade of federal po licy 
and child health advocacy experience, 
and previou sly served as staff in the U.S. 
House of Representatives and the U.S. 
Senate. Most recently, she advoca ted 
for children's health with the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and th e Chi ldren 's 
Cause for Cancer Advocacy. She is a 
graduate of th e University of Notre Dame 
and lives in Washin gton , DC, wi th her 
husband, Paul. 

Monroe, judith- MD 
Deputy Direc tor for the Office for 

State, Tribal. Loca l and Territorial 

Support, Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, US DHHS 

In her role as the CDC Deputy Director 
for th e Office for State, Tribal , Local 
and Territorial Support (OSTLTS) judith 
A. Monroe provides leadership fo r 

supporting and revital izing the public 
health system. Currently, she is workin g 
with th e Centers for Medicare and 
Medi ca id Innovation to provide technical 
ass istance to 25 State Innova ti on Model 
cooperati ve agreement awardees. 
Under her guidance, OSTLTS created 
th e Prevention Status Reports, which 
highlight the statu s of state-level policies 
and practices designed to prevent 10 
important publi c health problem s. 
Before jo ining CDC, Dr. Monroe served as 
Indiana 's state health commiss ioner from 
2005 to 2010; in that ro le, she focused on 
public health preparedness, preventing 
chronic di sease, medica l errors, and 
quality improvement. 

Moore, Georgia, MS 
Associate Direc tor for Policy, Offi ce 

of State, Tribal , Local and Territorial 

Su pport, Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, US DHHS 

Georgia Moore, MS. has worked in 

communications, policy, program 
management, and stra tegic planning at 
CDC since 1996. Since December 2009, 
she has served as the assoc iate director 
for policy in the Offi ce for State, Tribal, 
Local and Territorial Support (OSTLTS) 
at the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). She lea ds and 
advises on OSTLTS' strategy and budget 
formulation, performance measurement, 
risk and issues management, and policy 
efforts. She also guided development 
and the continuing implementation of 
CDC's Grant Funding Profiles activity. 
She holds bachelor 's degrees in biology 
and journali sm and a master 's degree in 
microbiology. 

Munson, Myra M., jD, MSW 
Partner, Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, 

Miller & Munson, LLP 

Myra M. Munson, JD MSW. Myra M. Munson, 
j.D, M.S.W, has been a partner in the Law 
Firm of Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, 
Miller & Munson since 1990, which she 
joined after serving as Commi ss ioner 
of Alaska 's Department of Hea lth and 
Soc ial Services. Her practice emphasizes 
sel f-determination, se lf-governance and 
Indian hea lth program operations' issues. 
She was deeply involved in the red raftin g 
of the IHCIA and has worked extensive ly 
on implementation of the IHCIA and 
ACA. She has been a technical advisor to 
th e CMS Tribal Technical Adviso ry Group 
since its formation and serves on NIHB's 
Med icare & Medicaid Poli cy Committee. 

Munoz, Mary 
Region VIII - Native Am erica n Contact, 

Conso rtium for Medicaid and 

Children 's Health Operation s, Center 

for Med icaid and CHIP Services, US 

DHHS 

Biography was not available at time of 
print. 

Neel, Lisa, MPH 
Program Coordin-'~vr lr, d ian Hea lth 

Service 

Lisa Neel, !"''li :, a ritiLe.' ufu•e Cherokee 
Nation from TLisc- , Oklaro .:~a . She holds 
a BA from Ya le '.J ,Jiversn" ard a MPH 
from George \ly'a ~ h i ngt University. Ms. 
Nee I joined the 'nd:an 1-iealth Service 
HIV/ AIDS Program l i1 2010. She serves as 
the manager of a pub ~ !c hea lth program 
addressing infectious .:.J;sease needs in 
partnership with Native communiti es. 
This includes: coord inating efforts to 
red uce hea lth disparities, providing 

expertise on the developmen t and 
implementation of programs; engaging 
in partnerships and coo rdinati on ; and, 
suppor ting more than 40 implementati on 
sites in th eir ground -level ac tivities. 

O'Connell, joan 
Associate Professor, Colorado School 

of Public Hea lth, Univers ity of 

Colorado Denver 

Joan O'Connell , PhD, is an Associate 
Professor in the Centers for American 
Indian and Alaska Native Hea lth, Colorado 
School of Publi c Hea lth , University 
of Colorado Denver. Dr. O'Connell has 
co llaborated with a number of Triba l 
organization s and th e Indian Health 
Service on projects tha t focus on 
American Indian and Alaska Native hea lth 
issues related to preventing and treating 
ch ronic disease, primarily in the fi elds 
of diabetes, cardiovascular disease, ora l 
hea lth, and mental hea lth. 

Ortiz, Raho 
Director, Division of Business Offi ce 

Managem ent, Enhancem ent, Indian 

Health Service, US DHHS 

Mr. Ortiz has been an attorney for 
over twenty years working in th e field 
of Fed eral Indian law and policy. His 
past employm ent includes serving as 
Environmental Direc tor for the Tohono 
O'odham Nation, Tr iba l Attorney for th e 
Pasc ua Ya qu i Tribe, Counsel to the U.S 
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, first 
for Senator john McCain and then for 

Senator Daniel Inouye, Tribal Liaison wi th 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
and as Development Direc tor for th e 
Friendship House Association of Am erican 
Indians, an urban Indian substance abu se 
treatment facility. Mr. Ortiz jo ined th e 
Ind ia n Heal th Service in 2007 first, as 
Direc tor of the Division of Regulatory 
Affairs. He is currently the Director of the 
Division of Business Offi ce Enhancement. 

Parker, Tassy, Ph.D., RN 
Associate Vice Chance llor for 

American Indian Health Resea rch and 

Education, University of New Mexico 

Health Sciences Center 

Dr. Tassy Parker, Seneca (Beaver clan), is 
a ten ured Associate Professor of Family 
and Community Medicine at the UNM HSC 
School of Medici ne. She is director and 
co-founder of the Institute for Indigenous 
Knowledge and Development and 
Associate Vice Chancellor for American 
Indian Hea lth Research and Education. 



Her priority approach is unders tanding AI 

hea lth beliefs / practices as foundational 
for interventions development. She is 

an NIH-fund ed soc ial sc ientist with an 

interest in hi storical trauma , depression , 

ACE, epigeneti cs, and pediatric health 
iss ues. Dr. Parker is Co-Chair of the Native 

Research Network. 

Pata, Jacqueline 
Executive Director, National Congress 

of American Indians 

j acqueline Pata is the Executive Director 

of NCAI and is a member of the Raven / 
Sockeye Clan of th e Tling it Tribe and is 

the 6th Vice Pres ident for th e Central 
Co uncil of the Tlingit-Haida Indian Tribes 

of Alaska. Mrs. Pata se rves on a variety 

of national executive boards, including 

a Vice President for the Leadership 
Conference on Civil and Human Rights, 

Board Member for the George Gu stave 

Heye Center of th e National Mu se um 

of th e American Indian. She is also th e 

Vice Chair o f Sea Ias ka Corpo ration . In 
her commitment to American Indian 

you th development, Pata sits on the 

Nat ive American Advisory Council for 
th e Boys and Girls Clubs of America . 

Prior to jo ining NCAI in june 2001 , Pata 

se rved as Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Nati ve American Programs of the 

U.S. Department o f Housing and Urban 

Deve lopm ent. Prev iously, Pata se rved 
as the Executive Direc tor of the Tlingit­

Haida Regional Housing Authority 
hea dquartered in juneau, Ala ska and 

she is a former Vice-Chair of the Alaska 
Housing Finance Corporation . She 

se rved as Cha irperson of th e National 

Am eri ca n Indian Housing Council and was 
appointed to the National Commission on 

Ame ri ca n Indian, Alaska Native and Native 

Hawa iian Housing. She also has served 

on the Nati onal Community Deve lopment 

Financia l Institution Fund Advisory 

Boa rd . Among her other act ivities, prior 

to her move to Wa shington, D.C., she is 

ex tremely proud of her se rvice for 13 
yea rs as Direc tor of a Native Youth Culture 

Ca mp held each summer where you ng 

people exper ience and lea rn traditional 

va lues. 

Peterson-Nyren, Jaylene 
Executive Director, Sovereign Nation 

of the Kena itze 

j aylene Peterson-Nyren has served as 

Execut ive Director of th e Kenaitze Indian 

Tr ibe since 2007. Th e Tribe delivers a 

wide range of se rv ices to more than 4,000 
customers. Ms. Peterson-Nyren lea ds a 

staff of 277 employees and reports to 

a seven-member elected Tribal council. 

Last year, under her strategic leadership, 

the Tribe completed the 52 ,000 square 
foot Dena 'ina Wellness Center integrated 

healthcare facility. Ms. Peterson-Nyren 

has dedicated her career to Tribal 

organizations and Tribal hea lth ca re. She 

and her husband chose to move to the 

Kenai Peninsula because they kn ew it 
would be a great place to raise their three 

children. 

Petzinger, Stephen 
Program Examiner, Office of 

Management and Budget 

Stephen Petzinger is currently a Program 

Examiner at the Office of Management 
and Budget, Executive Office of th e 

Pres ident. Prior to that, Stephen worked 
at th e Center for Hea lth Poli cy, Resea rch 

and Ethics at George Ma son University. 

Stephen is a former US Navy Hospi tal 

Corpsman, working at Fort Belvoir 

Community Hospital, the Office of 
Attending Physician at the United States 

Capitol. and th e Naval Medical Research 

Center. He earned both hi s BS and MS 

degrees from George Mason Univers ity. 
Born in New j ersey, Stephen now resides 

in Alexandria , VA with his wife, Tiffany, 
and his two dogs, Dixie and Harley. 

Pittman, Robert 
Director of the Indian Hea lth Service 

Div ision of Health Professions 

Support. 

Mr. Robert Pittman is the Directo r of the 

Indian Hea lth Service (IHS) Division of 

Hea lth Profess ions Support (DHPS). He 

is responsible for the coordination and 
development of I HS activities related 

to the recruitment, selection , and 

retention of hea lth care professionals 

and managers. He provides lea dership, 

guidance and direction for IHS programs 

and directs three IHS Branches: 

Scholarship Program, Loan Repaym ent 
Progra m and Heallh Professions Support 
(Recru itmer:t) . : :,. is a grad~ate of the 

Univer- ·::y 0f 1.\r iLOna Collee.~ of Pharmacy 
ancJ _l, ··•r ' Hopkins' : ~ i,;e ~· . :~·' School of 

Public ' 1e'l lth . 

Pressr Oan · '' · 
Co-fc.Jr.:!2r, Round~able (•' Trauma in 

Native Comrnunit ie:.; 

Dan Press has been an at torney for Tribes 
for the past 45 ye,, r_,, adjunct professor 

at Columbia University teaching courses 

on Native American issues, lega l counsel 
and co-founder of the Roundtable on 

Trauma in Nati ve Am eri ca n Communities, 

co -organizer of Senator Heitkamp's 

November 2014 Roundtable on the 

Causes and Effec t s of Trauma in Native 

American Communities, lega l co unsel to 
NIHB 1978-1981 

Quiroz-Montiel, Alida V. 
Hea lth Systems Director, Intertribal 

Council of Arizona 

Alida V. Quiroz-Montiel is a member of 

th e Pa scua Yaqui Tribe and has se rved 

the Inter Tribal Council of Ar izo na since 

1990. During her tenure, she has been 

respon sible for staffing the Tribal Hea lth 
Steering Committee for the Ph oenix Area 
Indian Hea lth Se rvice (IH S) co mpri sed of 

elected Tribal leaders in Arizona, Nevada 

and Utah, co nducting analys is on Federal 

and State hea lth poli cy, regulati ons 
and resources that impact Tribes., 

preparin g information on hea lth ri sks and 

identifying recommendati ons to address 

co ncerns and conductin g loca l training 

at Tribes, including Tribal councils, on 

hea lth ca re reform. Alida 's ce remonial 
responsibi liti es include Yaqui/ Mayo 

life ways and traditional Az tec (Mex ica) 

Dance. 

Roberts, Jim 
Policy Analyst, Northwes t Portland 

Area Indian Hea lth Board 

jim Roberts is an enrolled member of the 

Hopi Tribe from Shungmopovi, Arizona . 

He has worked in Tribal government 

affai rs and hea lth ca re iss ues for over 

t hirty years. jim is th e Policy An alyst 
for th e Northwest Portland Area Ind ian 

Health Board (NPAIHB), an organi za tion 

that represents 43 federally recognized 
Tribes in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington . 

jim provides technica l experti se to Tribal 

leaders on hea lth policy, governmental. 

and legislati ve matters . Pri or to joini ng 

NPAIHB he worked for th e NIHB and with 

American Indian Technica l Services. He 

completed hi s edu ca tion at Metropolitan 
State University of Denver with degrees in 

Economics and Bu siness Management 

Roels, Starla Kay 
Partner, Hobbs, Straus, Dean & 

Walker, LLP 

Starla Kay Roels is a partner with Hobbs, 
Straus, Dean & Walker, LLP in the firm 's 

Portland, Oregon office. She practi ces 

fed eral Indian law wi th emphasis 
on hea lth ca re and the Ind ian Self­

Determination and Education Assi stance 

Act. She advi ses Tribal cli ents on pat ient 



pri vacy and securi ty of medica l records, 

fac il iti es constru ction , and Medica re 
Like Rates in billi ng for "pu rchased and 

re ferred" se rvices. She also ass ist s cl ients 

with entering innova t ive par t nerships 
for inc reased access to health se rvices in 

Indian communities. She ea rned her J.D. 

in 1996 from the Northwes tern Sc hool 

of Law of Lewis & Clark Co llege, and her 
B.A. cum laude in 1992 from Arizona State 

Unive rsity. 

Rose, Ahniwake 
Exec utive Di rector, Nati onal Indian 

Educati on Assoc iati on 

As Exec utive Direc tor of t he lead ing 

associa tion for advancing excellent 
edu ca tion hr Native stud ents, 

Ahniwa ke Rose ove rsees all aspec ts 

of NIEA including inst i tu ti onal and 

po licy developm ent. fundraising, 

communica t ions and long-term plan ning. 

She jo ins NIEA ah er hav ing spent fi ve 

yea rs as policy di rec tor with t he Nat ional 

Co ngress of Ameri ca n Indian s, where she 

led its policymaki ng efforts on education 
and hea lth . Previously, Ms. Rose was a 

co nsultant to th e U.S. Department of 

Edu ca tion working on imp lementa ti on 

of Exec utive Order 1333 6, which aimed 

to ensure th at Native stud ents receive 

com pre hensive, culturally based 

edu ca tion, Rose also se rves on t he Eq uity 

and Excellence Commiss ion on addressing 

ac hievement gaps co nvened by th e U.S. 

Secretary of Educa tion. 

Rushing, Stephanie Craig, 
Ph.D, MPH 
Director of Proj ect Red Talon and 

TH RIVE, Northwes t Portland Area 

Indian Hea lth Boa rd 

Stephanie Cra ig Rushin g, PhD, MPH, is 
th e Di rec tor of Projec t Red Ta lon and 

THR IVE at th e Northwest Po rt land Area 

Indian Hea lth Boa rd . She contributes to 

a number of mixed-meth ods community 

based parti cipatory research proj ec t s 
ad dress ing AI/ AN ad olescent health . Sh e 

comp leted her Ma sters of Publi c Hea lth 

concen trating on Internation al Hea lth 
Developm ent at Boston Un ive rsity, 

and her PhD in Publi c Admini stration 

and Policy at th e Hatfield School of 

Governm ent at Po rt land Sta te Unive rsity, 

focusi ng on Community Hea lth and Socia l 

Cha nge. 

Russell , Kim 
Executive Director, Arizona Advi sory 

Council on Indian Health Care 

Kim Russe ll is of the Bitter Water People, 

born for the Tangle People and is from 
Chi nle, Ar izona on t he Navajo Nat ion. Sh e 

is th e Exec utive Direc tor of the Arizona 

Adv iso ry Co uncil on Indian Hea lth Care 

and partners with Tribes, th e Indian 

Hea lth Service, and urban Indian Centers 

to adva nce t heir health agendas and 

prio riti es. Ms. Ru ssell has a Bachelor 

degree in Bio logy and a Master of Hea lth 
Adm in istra tion. She enjoys spending time 

with family and traveling. 

Sabattus, Dee 
Triba l Health Program Servi ces 
Director, Ur.ited South a11d E;; r,t ern 

Tribes, Inc. 

Dee Sa bat ~ - ~ ~ T~: ba l Hea lth Pro~rCI .·n 

Serv ices D ; ~e- i n r at United So ·• th 

and Easte,--: i r: bes. Ti h t iyas- " De~" 

Sabattus is :!n enrolled mem ber ·A t he 
Passa maqt~, ,ddy Tri be' ;;m.d a grac uate 

from Thomas Cn ll ege. Ms: Sabattus 

has 13 years of experience in health 
adminis tra tion/ana iy:,t~ and has worked 

for increased fundin g and hea lth care for 

Ind ian Country through various regional 

and nat ional workgroups. In 2008 and 

2012, while wo rking fo r her employer, th e 
United South and Eastern Tr ibes, Inc., she 

was nominated and awa rded th e India n 

Hea lth Serv ice Nashv ille Area Exce ption al 
Perfo rm ance Award for her ded ication, 

commitment an d accomplishments 

to Nashvi lle Area Tribes. Ms. Sa battus 
currently serves as th e Di rector of Tr ibal 

Hea lth Progra m Suppo rt fo r USET. 

Sappier, james 
Tribal Counc il Member, Penobscot 

Nation 

James Sappie r is a Penobscot Nation 
Tr ibal Council Member and served as Chief 

of the Penobscot Nation fro m 2004-

2006. He has worked for the Penobscot 

Nati on in many ca paci ties includ ing Chief 

Exec utive Offi cer and Director of t he 

Department ofTru st Respon sibilit ies. 

James is also a Fire keeper, for Medic ine 

men and Pipe-ca rriers-Sweat lodges. 

Schmidt, Terri , RN 
Acting Director of the Offi ce of 

Management Services for the Indian 

Health Service 

Terri Schmidt, R.N. is the Ac tin g Di rector 

of th e Offi ce o f Management Services 

for the Indian Hea lt h Service (IHS). Ms. 

Schmidt is Ara paho and a member o f 

th e Ch eyenne and Arapa ho Tri bes o f 

Oklahoma. She most rece nt ly served f rom 

October 2011 to Dece mber 2014 as the 

Direc tor of the Div ision of Co ntrac t Ca re 
in the IHS Offi ce of Resource Access and 

Partn erships (ORAP). Th e IHS, an agency 

within th e Department of Hea lth an d 

Human Services, is the princi pal federal 
hea lth ca re advoca te and provid er for 

Ameri ca n Indians and Alaska Nat ives. 



Schuerch, Tim 
President, Man iilaq Assoc iation 

Tim Sc huerch is a Tribal member of th e 
Nat ive Village of Kiana. After law sc hool, 

Sc huerch chose to return to the Kotzebu e 
reg ion, se rv ing for two years as Man iilaq 's 

Spec ial Assistant to th e Pres ident, after 

which he accep ted th e position o f Alaska 

Nati ve Tribal Hea lth Consortium General 

Counse l. While at ANTHC, he helped to 
significantly grow revenues to support 

the growing Alaska Tribal health system. 

Schuerch then accepted the position of 
President/ CEO o f Kikiktagruk lnupiat 

Corpo rati on an d He went on to serve as 

General Coun se l of Ukpeagvi k lnupiat 

Co rpo rati on. Schuerch is currently th e 
President of th e Maniilaq Association. 

Shaw, Ronnie 
Recruiter, Chicka saw Nat ion 

Department of Hea lth 

Ronnie Shaw has been a professional 

hea lthca re recruiter for 17 yea rs, servin g 

a for-profi t hospita l in Lawton, OK 

for 10 yea rs and since 2008 with the 
Ch ickasaw Nation Department of Hea lth . 

Hi s respon sibiliti es include recruitin g 

physicians, denti st s, optometris ts & 
advanced practice providers for the 

hea lth sys tem's hospital and three 
satellite ou tpatien t clinics. In addition, 

he works w/ providers who participate 

in the IH S and Nati ona l Hea lth Service 

Corps Sc holarship an d Loa n Repayment 

Programs. He is reso urce on provider 
compensation and th e current physician 

shorta ge, workin g close ly wi th the 

Ch ief Medica l Officer and hospita l 
adm ini stration to att rac t quality providers. 

Shelton, Brett Lee, JD, MA 
Attorney, Native American Ri ghts 

Fund 

Brett Lee Shelton is a staff attorney 

responsible for th e Indigenous 
Peacemaking Initiative, Boarding Schoo l 

Hea ling project, and Sacred Pla ces 

protec tion at th e Nat ive Ameri ca n 

Rights Fund in its Bou lder Co lorado 

hea dquarters . He has previously worked 
in priva te practice representing hi s Tribe 

and seve ral Indian orga niza tions, as a 

policy ana lyst for th e Nat ional Indian 

Health Board , as a grassroots organ izer 

for interna ti onal ind igenous peoples in 

geneti cs and biotechnology eva luation, 
and ass isting domestic vio lence victim s 

in civil court for a nonprofit based on 

hi s home Rese rvation, the Pine Ridge 
Reservatio n in South Dako ta and 

Nebraska. 

Smith, Maurice "Mo" 
Executive Director, National Coun ci l 

of Urban Indian Hea lth 

Maurice "Mo" Smith is an enrolled 

member of the Navajo Nation and 
obtained a Bachelor 's Degree in Bu si ness 

Administration from Adams State College 

and a Masters of Arts. He has more than 

15 years of experi ence in managing 

grants and co ntracts for non-profit 
organiza ti ons targeting underserved and 

at-ri sk Native youth. Past employment 

exper iences include se rving as the 
Executive Di rector of th e American 

Indian Business Leade rs, the Director of 

Programs and Government Contracts 
for th e National Center fo r American 

Ind ian Enterpri se Development, Inc., th e 

Executive Director of the Native American 

Sports Coun ci l, the Program Manager for 
the United States Olympic Committee 

and the Deve lopment Direc tor of Wings 

of America . Mr. Smith is the Executive 

Direc tor for th e National Council of Urban 
Indian Hea lth and offic ially joined NCUIH 

on May 4th , 2015. 

Strommer, Geoff 
Partner, Hobbs, Straus, Dea n & 

Walker, LLP 

Geoff Strom mer is the managing partner 

of the Portland, Oregon, office of Hobbs 
Strau s. He is nationally recognized for his 

wo rk on the Indian Self-Determination 

and Education Assistance Act. Geoff has 

been lead co unsel for Tribal clients that 
have been involved in a wide variety of 

litigation aga inst th e IHS, including many 

that are currently pursu ing Contract 
Support Costs claims. Geoff headed up 

the effort to file an amicus brief on behalf 

of th e NIHB and over 450 Tribes around 

the country in State of Florida, eta!., v. 

HHS (3: 10-cv-91 ) (N.D.Fia . Jan. 31 , 2011 ). 

Thi s December he is sc heduled to argue 

the most recen t Contract Support Costs 
claims case accepted by the United States 

Supreme Court, Menominee Indian Tribe 

v. United <;r " ~-~, No. l4 -S10 (U.S. cert. 

gram e.: ': nr :c '-::1 : ' ·.' 

SylVP.3• ::;·, l le~r, · MBA 
Vice PrC' · '. ' c. p~ ·=·r tii·c~ U ' I" "" & Tribal 
Services, St...uth .e'ltra; ;-our.dation 

lleen Sylvester, of V•Jf'l';k , At 'l. bascan 

and Aleut descent, has serveo as a 

Sou thce ;, tral Foundation vice president 
for 16 year~ She cw~P ntly oversees Tribal 

relations and vi l iu::,:: Initiati ves for health 

care del ivery to 55 rural vi llages, as well 
as traditional hea ling, yo uth internship 

and Elder programming, public relat ions, 

plannin g and gra nts, and more. She 

holds bachelor's and master 's degrees in 

business admini stration. 

Teel, Brenda 
Executive Officer of Revenue, 

Chickasaw Nation Department of 

Hea lth 

Brenda Tee!, RHIA. Brenda is the 
Execu tive Officer of Revenue for th e 

Chickasaw Nation Department of Hea lth 

in Ada, Oklahoma and has worked for 
th e Tribe for 15 yea rs. Her areas of 

experience includes Business Offi ce & 
all billing operations for hosp ital and 

outpatient services, Hea lth In formation 
Management & Registration I Admission 's 

management. Brenda received her 

Bac helor of Science in Hea lth Informa ti on 
Management from East Central University 

in Ada, Oklahoma and is credentia led 

with the American Hea lth Information 

Management Associat ion. She is a 

member of AHIMA ,OKHIMA and HFMA. 

Terwilliger, Lane- JD, LL.M. 
Tec hnical Director, Division of Waive rs 

and State Demonstrations, Center for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services, US 

DHHS 

Lane Terwilliger is a Tec hn ical Direc tor 

in the Center for Medica re & Medicaid 

Services, State Demonstration s Group. 

Since January 2005, Lane has worked on 
Medicaid sect ion 1115 demonstrations 

and po li cy issues th at conce rn th e AI/AN 

community and Tribal hea lth providers 

includ ing several statutory provis ions 

directly im pac t ing the provi sion of 
and reimbursemen t of hea lth care in 
Indian Country. Most notably, the Indian 

protec ti ons in th e American Reinvestment 

and Recovery Act, th e Children 's Hea lth 

Insurance Program Reauthorization Act, 

and th e Affordable Care Act. Lane has a 

Juris Doctora te and a Master 's in Hea lth 

Law Reimbursement from th DePaul 

University College of Law. 

Thompson, Brian, MD 
America n Association of Indian 

Physicians 

Brian W. Thompson, MD is a practicing 

OBGYN in Syracuse, NY. Dr Thompson 

graduated from State University of New 

York Downstate Medical Center College of 
Med icine in 1991. He co mpleted residency 

at the University of Texas Hea lth Care 

System. He currently practices at 
Syracu se Communi ty Hea lth Center and 

is affi liated with Community General 



Hospital, Community Memorial Hospital 
and Upstate University Hospital. Dr. 
Thompson is board certifi ed in Obstetri cs 
and Gyn ecology. 

Toedt, Michael, MD, FAAFP 
Acting Chief Med ica l Informatics 

Offi ce r, Indian Hea lth Serv ice, US 

DHHS 

Dr. Michael Toedt is the Acting Chief 
Med ica l Informatics Officer for th e 
Indian Hea lth Service. Dr. Toedt is Board 
Certified in Family Medicine and served at 
Cherokee Indian Hospital , whe re he held 
the roles of Chief of Staff, Clinica l Director, 
and Chair of the Quality Committee of 
the Governing Board leadin g efforts 
res ulting in th e 2008 HIMSS Davies Award 
for Excellence in Publi c Hea lth, the 20 12 
Computerworld Honors Laureate for 
implementation of an EHR to improve 
quality, and the 2013 Govern or's Award 
for Performan ce Excellence in Healthcare. 
He oversees clinical informatics aspects 
of MU2 sohware and services and ICD-10 
co nversion throu ghout th e IH S. 

Tsosie, Nathania, MCRP 
Principal Indigenous Hea lth 

Education Planner, Center for Native 

American Hea lth 

Nathania Tsos ie, Navajo (Totsoh nii / 
Nakaii Dine'e), is th e Principal Ind igenous 
Hea lth Education Planner at th e Center 
for Native American Hea lth and is a 
co-founder and Associate Director for 
the Institute for Indigenous Knowledge 
& Deve lopment at th e UNM Hea lth 
Sciences Center. Her profess ional inte rests 
include Indigenous hea lth planning, 
com munity-based parti cipatory research, 
and co mmunity engagement related 
to the soc ial determinants of hea lth ­
particu larly housing and community 
design. Her experti se includes faci litation 
for Tribal community hea lth ca pac ity­
building. 

Vizenor, Erma J., Ph.D 
Chairwoman, White Earth Reservation 

Erma J. Vizenor was elec ted as the 
Cha irwoman of the White Ea rth 
Reserva tion in 2004 and is the first 
wo man to lead th e largest Tribe 
in Minnesota . Previously, she wa s 
appoin ted Secreta ry/Treasurer in 1996 
and then elected to the position in 
1997. As Cha irwoman she represents 
all districts both on and off the White 
Earth Reservation . Erma has wo rked 
her entire career in educa tion on th e 

White Earth Reserva tion . She holds an 
undergraduate degree in Elementary 
Edu ca ti on; a master's degree in Gu idance 
and Counseling; and a spec ialist degree 
in Edu ca tion Administration from 
Minnesota State University Moorhead. 
A Bush Leadership fel lowship gave 
Erma th e opportunity to ea rn a master 's 
degree in Community Dec ision -Making 
and Lifelong Lea rnin g; and a doctoral 
degree in Administration, Planning, and 
Soc ial Poli cy from Harva rd Univers ity. 
Erma is com mitted to building a strong 
infrastructure within the White Earth 
Reservation, which is necessary in order 
to exercise sovereignty, se lf-governance, 
and service to the Tribal ci tizens. 

Wachino, Vikki 
Deputy Adm inistrator/ Di rector for 

th e Center for Medicaid and CHIP 

Serv ices, Centers for Med icare and 

Medica id Serv ices, US DHH S 

Ms. Wachi no serves as the Director for the 
Center for Medica id an d CH IP Services 
(C MCS) within the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (C MS) at the 
U.S. Department of Hea lth and Human 
Services. As CMS Deputy Administrator 
and Direc tor of CMCS, Vikki leads activities 
related to national Medicaid and CHIP 
policy and program operati ons, and works 
closely with st ates in the implementation 
of their Med ica id and CH IP programs 

Wafford, Marty 
Undersecretary of Support, 

Chickasaw Nation Department of 

Hea lth 

Marty Wafford , Undersec retary of Support 
for the Chickasaw Nation Depa rtm ent of 
Health holds a Business Administration 
degree in Accounting, has 20 years 
experience wo rking in hea lthca re with 

15 of those being at the Chickasaw 
Nation. She and her husband live in 
rural Southern Oklahoma with their two 

children. 

Ward, Ry~ 111 

Senior Po :, ,;ram /\ <:>C~c idl. <:, C "'o.te1 for 

Native A me. .can ·,".J ui h. Tl,, ·1spe11 

Institute 

Rya n WarrJ i. '1 Seniu :· Pr,ogra m Associate 
for the Cenler i'o; Na:ive.AIJlerican Youth 
at Th e Aspt:n ln sc itute, where he leads 
CNAY's national po l ic~' efforts As part 
of those efforts, Rya<o ::.Jds a quarterly 
roundtable se ries with 30 federal agencies 
and 10 national Tribal organizat ions to 
increase coordination and co llaborat ion 

around Native youth issues and priorities. 
Ryan also lea ds the National Nati ve Youth 
Network, whic h is part of the Generation 
Indigenous initiative recently announced 
by President Obama, and CNAY 's ora l 
hea lth access project. Ryan grew up in 
Oregon and is an enrolled member of th e 
Cowlitz Tribe of Indians in Was hington 
State. 

Williard, Mary, DDS 
Director, Dental Hea lth Aide Therapist 

Train ing Program, Alaska Nati ve 

Tribal Hea lth Consortium 

Dr. Mary Wi ll iard graduated from Th e 
Ohio State Univers ity College of Denti stry 
in 1994 and completed a 2 year General 
Practice Residency at the Carolinas' 
Med ical Center in Cha rlotte, North 
Carolina in 1996. She is now the Dental 
Health Aide Th erapi st Trainin g Director 
for the Alaska Native Tribal Hea lth 
Consortium in Anchorage, Alaska. She has 
worked in American Indian/ Alas ka Native 
dental program s since 1996, including 
having experience supervising DHATs 
wo rkin g in remote villages. 

Wilson, joan 
Chief Ethics and Compliance 

Officer, Alaska Native Tribal Hea lth 

Consort ium 

Joan Wilson is the Ch ief Ethics and 
Compliance Officer and the form er 
Privacy Officer fo r the Alaska Native 
Tribal Hea lth Consortium. Prior to joining 
ANTHC. Ms. Wilson was of counsel at 
Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, Miller & 
Munson, LLP, pr imarily addressing hea lth 
law comp liance for Tribal governments. 
She has served as an Ass istant Attorn ey 
General and as an Ass istant Di str ict 
Attorney fo r the State of Alaska. Ms. 
Wilson grad uated summa cum laude from 
Northwestern School of Law of Lewis 
and Clark and College. Ms. Wi lson is a 
frequent spea ker on privacy and security 
co mpliance under HIPAA, th e Privacy Act , 
and 42 C.F.R. Par t 2. 
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CONFERENCE 

INFORMATION 

AGENDA CHANGES 

Changes to the conference 
agenda will be posted daily by 
the registration desk located 
in the Concourse Foyer of the 
Washington Hilton. 

REGISTRATION DESK 

The registration desk hours are: 
Monday, September 21 , 2015 ...... ....... 8:00AM to 4:30PM 
Tuesday, September 22, 2015 ...... ..... .. 7:00AM to 5:00PM 
Wednesday, September 24, 2015 ...... 7:00AM to 5:00PM 
Thursday, September 25, 2015 ...... ..... 7:00AM to 5:00PM 

CONFERENCE BADGES 

Official National Indian Health Board 32nd 
Annual Consumer Conference name badges will 
be issued to each participant upon registration. 
Please be sure to wear your conference name 
badge at all times as it is your passport to 
enter all conference activities, plenary sessions, 
workshops and scheduled events. Replacement 
badges can be requested at the registration 
desk located in the Concourse Foyer. 

CODE OF CONDUCT-, 
r ,.,. 

•• 

The National Indian Hea' th B .. 'd ; .'1 ,., dedicated to providing a positive 
and healthy envi ronm .: "1 i: :·::>r :;: ·. ·:.:..mference attendees. The National 
Ind ian Health Board Anm.al C., 'I ISUmer Conference maintains a policy 
of being Drug an !~ ,l\.lcohol Free du ring all conference related events, 
meetings, plenary :>essior._ and· workshops. The Board of Directors of 
the Nationallnd i<m Hea lH1 8o.::1rd and staff respectfully request that 
all participants, exh ibit t:' r .:,, g•Jests, friends and family members please 
conduct themselves in a respectful, courteous and appropriated manner 
at all times to make the conference experience enjoyable for everyone. 

NIHB A(( 
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ARTS & CRAFTS 
Cassy's Arts & Craft 

McCabe Arts 

Native Hand s 

Notah's Southwest Connection 

CORPORATE 
Healthcare Resource Group, Inc. 
Roch e Diabetes Care 
Healthsmart 
Darby Dental Supply, LLC 
Inception Strategies 

NON PROFIT 
Association of Medical Colleges Summer Medical 

and Dental Education Program 

National Indian Hea lth Board Methamphetamine 

and Suicid e Prevention Initiative 

National Indian Hea lth Board Tribal Health Care 

Reform 

Self-Governance Communication & Education 

Tribal Epidemiology Center Consortium 

Tribal Leaders Diabetes Committee 

Tuba City Reg ional Health Care Corporation 

TRIBAL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURS 
AMERIND Benefits 

Tribalhealth Alliance, LLC 

TRIBAL/FEDERAL/ 
STATE GOVERNMENT 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

Healthy Native Babies 

Food and Drug Adm inistration Center fo r Tobacco 
Products 

National Library of Medic ine 

Office of Justice Programs 

Office of Minority Health 



This Year NIHB is Going to Take Your Conference 
Experience to A Whole New Level! 

Introducing: 
The NIHB Social Media Wall 

Share your unique and special conference 
experiences with your social media circles and 
colleagues. The Social Media Wall is a live feed 
scrolling display of your social media posts 
including FaceBook, Twitter, Linkedln and 
lnstagram. 

The Social Media Wall will be available for 
viewing near the registration area and on the 
NIHB website. 

The Social Media Wall is powered by: 
Hobbs Strauss Dean & Walker LLC 

Mobile Device Charging Station 

Forget worrying about having to find a safe and 
secure place to charge your device. A compli­
mentary charging station will be available for 
your convenience. The charging station fits 
almost all known mobile phones, smart phones 
and tablets. The charging station is secured 
with a unique four digit code you create 
Charging is fast and easy and best of a!! i 'i " - ', ·~ · 

The mobile chargign station will be av · ~, · ,_ , l 
the Concourse Foyer area near the regi.:<.i· 
and information booth. 

The Mobile Charging Station is powered by , 
The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
The California Rural Indian Health Board 
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