














mailto:sbohlen@nihb.org
mailto:jengebretson@nihb.org
mailto:vwalker@nihb.org
mailto:dedelen@nihb.org
mailto:ahale@nihb.org
mailto:cshuy@nihb.org
mailto:chornbuckle@nihb.org
mailto:rfoley@nihb.org
mailto:ajeney@nihb.org
mailto:jdaniel@nihb.org
mailto:jheinecke@nihb.org
mailto:emccormick@nihb.org
mailto:cwilson@nihb.org
mailto:dcoley@nihb.org


http://www.mtwytlc.org








http://www.house.gov
http://www.senate.gov
mailto:jdaniel@nihb.org
http://www.nihb.org/sdpi/advocacy.php


















































SPEAKERS, CO NTINUED 

0 

36 

A R S N 
Project Direc to r, No rthwest Po rtl a nd A rea Indian 

Hea lth Boa rd 

Steph anie C ra ig Rush ing is the Direc to r o f Project Red 
'"1 lo n a nd THRI VE at the No rthwest Po rtl a nd Area 
Indi a n Hea lth Board (N PA IHB). W ithin th e Nor th west 
Tribal Epide mi o logy Center, Stepha ni e co ntributes to 
mi xed meth ods community-based pa rt icipato ry research 
ac ti viti es at th e regio na l a nd nat io nal leveL Stephani e 
has worked at th e N PA IH B fo r eleven yea rs. She com ­
pleted her Maste r o f Publi c Hea lth , co ncentrating o n 
In te rnatio nal Health Develo pm ent at Bos to n Unive rsity, 

a nd her Ph D in Public Administrat io n and Po licy at the 
Hatlield School of Government at Portl and State Unive rsity, 
focus ing o n Communi ty Hea lth a nd Social Change. 

LAkt'(Y 1..\JHLtY MPA 

NavaJo 
Exec utive Direc to r, Navajo Nati o n Di v is io n of Hea lth 

M r. Curl ey is a n enro ll ed m ember of the Navajo Na tio n 
a nd th e Direc to r of the Navajo Na ti o n Divis io n of Hea lth . 
He rece ived hi s master's deg ree from the Uni ve rsit y of 
Ari zona a nd attended th e Un ive rsity o f New Mex ico and 
Bra ndeis Uni ve rsity fo r doc to ra l studies. His pas t posi­
t io ns have included Exec uti ve Direc tor o f Indi an Health 
Boa rds in Nevada & New Mex ico, Triba l Administrato r, 
Hospital Administrato r, Nursin g Ho me Admini strato r, 
Head Sta rt Direc to r, Ma rketing Associate in a Ma naged 
Care O rga niza ti on , and lo bbyist in Washingto n , D.C. Mr. 
Curl ey is a Co-fo unde r o f the Na ti o nal Indian Council 
o n Aging, and member o f va ri o us state commiss io ns, 
task fo rces, and workgroups to improve the health of 

Ame ri can Indians. 

IN 1: D 

Makah and Turtle Mountain Chippewa 

Publi c Hea lth Coo rdinato r, Sophie Trettevick India n 

Health Ce nte r, Maka h Tribe 

Rosina is the Public Health Coordinato r at M aka h Tribe 

and is acti ve ly in vo lved in leading th e Tribe's Community 
Tran sfo rm ati o n G rant p roject. 

A 
Direc to r, Laguna Pue blo Community Health and 

Welln ess Depa rtme n t 

Ms. Dillard has worked fo r th e Pueblo since 1987 in the 
vary ing capac iti es as Ma nage r o f the C HR/EMS prog ram , 
So lid Was te, Public Transit all o f whi ch are linked d irec tl y 
to direc t se rvices to Tribal members. She currently se rves 

as th e direc to r o f six majo r p rogra ms unde r the depa rt ­
ment ranging fro m Behav io ra l Health to Public Transit. 
She is th e curre nt Secretar y fo r the Na tio nal Associatio n 
o f Community Health Representati ves and is aM PH 
candidate. She a nd her husba nd a re the p ro ud pa re nts 
o f three daughte rs, age 7 to 17 yea rs. She commit s he r 
no n work time wo rking in he r church in ministry a nd 
o utreach in th e commun ity 

N 
Health Impac t Assessm e nt Projec t Administrato r, 

No rth Slo pe Bo ro ug h De pt. o f Hea lth and Socia l 

Se r vices 

Heather Din gma n rece ived her bachelo r's degree in 
Bus iness Managem ent from the Unive rsity o f Alaska 

- Fa irba nks in 2006, a nd has sin ce bee n work in g l(> r th e 
North Slo pe Borough Depa rtm ent of Hea lth a nd Social 
Se rvices in va rio us capaciti es. Curre ntl y, Heat he r· is the 
Health Im pact Assess ment Proj ec t Ad mi ni strato r, over­
seeing the Hea lth Im pact Assessme nt Program. 

L p 

D irec to r, Albuq ue rque A rea South wes t Triba l 

Epidemi o logy Ce nte r 

Kev in Eng! ish se rves as Director of t he A lb uq ue rquc 
Area South west Tr iba l Epi de mi o logy Ce nt er, wh ich is 

o ne of 12 Tribal ep idemio logy cen te rs across th e co unt ry. 
In this ro le, he leads th e elfo rt s to p rov id e publi c hea lt h 
surve ill ance, community hea lth assessme nt , capac it y 
building, and publi c hea lth work l(> rcc devel opment in 
the regio n, se rving all of New Mexico, So uth weste rn 
Colo rado and po rti o ns of Utah and Texas. D r. English 
has worked in va ri o us capac iti es for Tr ibal co mmuni ties 
fo r a lmost 20 yea rs, incl uding working as a cl ini ca l phar­
macist fo r the Indi an Hea lth Se rvice. Dr. En gli sh received 
his Ph D and M PH fro m the Ma ilm an Schoo l o f Publ ic 
Hea lth - Columbi a Uni ve rsit y. 

A R 
M anag ing Direc to r, Fed e ral Gove rnm ent Alfai rs, 

A m e rican Di abe tes Associ a t io n 

Ms. Eve rette has bee n the Ma nagin g Direc tor of 
Federal Governm ent A tTa i rs at I he Ameri can Diabe tes 
Assoc iatio n (ADA ) fo r nea rl y fo ur yea rs. Pri or to jo in ing 
the ADA , Tekisha worked at a law li rrn in Washin gton , 
D.C. as a governmen t affairs co nsult a nt l( >r no n-p ro f-
it health organi zati o ns. She g raduated fro m Vir·g ini a 
Tech in 1998 with degrees in Po liti ca l Science a nd 
Inte rdisc iplin a ry Studi es and aga in in 2000 with her 
Mas ter o f Publi c Admi ni st r·;Hi o n. In 20 I I , she rece ived 
her docto rate fro m Ame ri ca n Uni ve rsity in Sociology. 

C F E h 
Direc to r of Preventi ve Medi c in e, To iyabe Indi a n 

Hea lth Project 

Ri ck is the Direc to r o f Preventi ve Medi cine at T<.> iyabe 
Indi an Health Projec t in east central Ca lifornia , where 
he direc ts Community- Directed Di abetes and Hea lth y 
Hea rt Projec t grants as part of t he Indi a n Hea lth Se rvice's 
Spec ial Diabe tes Progra m fo r Indi a ns. He al so di rects 
the Toiyabe Co mm uni ty Well ness Program , fun ded by 
a CDC Community Tra ns li.1 rm ati o n C ra nt. A lt >rr11 er 
instructo r, p rofesso r, and chairperson at San Di ego State 
Unive rsity a nd the Uni ve rsity o f Alaska Ancho rage, Rick 
ho lds a Ph D fro m the Uni ve rsit y o f Albe rt a in Huma n 
Moto r Learning & Co ntro l. He is curTentl y a n adjunct 
professo r at Ce rro Coso Communit y Coll ege in Bi shop 
a nd Ma mmo th La kes, Ca liforni a. 



G 
Diabetes O utreach Nurse, Northern Cheyenne 

Wellness Ce nter 

Ann R. Good Luck is a Lice nsed Prac ti ca l Nurse at th e 
Northern Cheyenne Boa rd of Hea lth Well ness Center. 
She received her LPN from MSU -Billin gs City College 
in December 1997 and most rece ntl y graduated from the 
sa me coll ege with her Assoc iates in Registered Nursing in 
May 20 13. Ann has a multi tude of ex perience in nursing 
in the prac ti ce areas of geriat rics, obstetrics, medi ­
cal-surgical , ped iatrics, rehabilitation care, hospice ca re, 
co mmunit y health and currently diabetes education. She 
has ful till ed a life-long goal to se rvice and care fo r her 
community, celebrating alm ost 8 years of service fo r th e 
Northern Cheyenne Tribe. 

MCCLI:LLAN HALL, MA 
Cherokee 
Fou nd er, Nati onal Indian Youth Lead ership Projec t 

Mac is Cherokee, with Roots in Oklahoma. He is a 
fo rm er teacher and prin cipal of two Tribal school s and 
has bee n develop ing innovati ve prog rams fo r Nati ve 
youth fo r ove r 35 years. He is th e Founder of the National 
Indi an Youth Leadership Project, based in Ga llup, New 
Mex ico. He is a graduate of the Native Teacher Education 
Program at th e Uni ve rsity of Washington and holds a 
mas ter's degree from Arizona State University. Mac lives 
with his wife of 35 yea rs, in Sa nta Fe, New Mexico where 
they are raising 3 of th eir 4 grandchildren. 

LL 0 A EN 1t:A VLJ, MSM. L-.SW 
Choctaw 
In d ian Health Service O kl ahom a C ity Area 

Li eutenant Comm ander (LCD R) Ka ren Hearod serves 
as the Deputy Director of Behavioral Health fo r Indian 
Hea lth Service O kl ahoma City Area O ffi ce. LCDR 
Hca rod also serves on the Publi c Hea lth Service Mental 
Health Team # 3. 1l1is tea m deploys to provide cri sis 
co un selin g and consultation during times of natural and 
man-made disasters. She has seen multiple deploy ments 
most recentl y to Hurrica ne Sandy, Sa ndy Hook, and the 
Hoston Ma rathon Bombing. She received her Bachelor 
of Soc ial Work from Okl ahoma's East Central University 
and her Master of Social Work fro m the Uni ve rsity of 
Okl ahoma. 

AM OG ORE ZEN MSN FNP 
1-1 IV Lead, South Dakota Urban Indian Hea lth Clini c 

Inc. 

' l ~1mi !-I ogie Lo renzen is a Famil y Nurse Prac titi oner at 
South Dakota Urban Indi an Hea lth (SD UI!-1 ) in Pierre, 
So uth Da kota. She has been at SDUIH sin ce 2003 and 
bega n their HIV prog ram in 2006. Ta mi serves as the 
lead for the 1-1 IV tea m and started their Hepatitis C pro­
gram in 201 2. Ta mi has also bee n involved with seeking 
accreditation from the Acc reditation Assoc iation for 
Ambulato ry Health Care and involved in th e Improved 
Pati ent Ca re program. Tami also services the Hughes 
Co unty jail and prov ides medical care for 180 state and 
fede ral inm ates. 

D iabetes Preve ntion Program Ma nage r, 'J'u b~1 Ci ty 
Regional Hea lth Care Co rporal io n 

Pres ton Holiday is the Prog ram M;mage r l(l r the Diabetes 
Prevention Prog ram at th e Tuba Ci ty Regio nal 1-l e~dth 
Ca re Corporati on. Mr. Holiday obt ained a Bachelo r 
of Sc ience from Ari zo na State Uni vers it y in Pub li c 
Administrati on. He has bee n ac ti ve in th e ;u·eas of hea lt h 
marketing and promoti on, co mmunit y-based hea lth ini­
tiat ives, and communit y hea lth plannin g. As part of this 
national demonstration prnj L'C t, Pres ton dewluped pro ­
motional tools, developed a network of communit y part ­
ners, and worked exclusively wi th pati ents and prov iders 
to achi eve th e comm on goa l of di abetes preve nt ion . 

>,A 

Publi c Hea lth Analys t, 0 111cc o f Jndi ~m Alco hol and 
Substance Abuse, Substan ce Abuse and Me nt al 
Hea lth Se rvice Admini strati o n (SAM li SA) 

Mr. Koscinski enjoys sharing his knowkdge to help 
Tribal appli cants obtain federa l grants. I Jc has delivcrnl 
his gra nt writin g wo rkshop all over th e United Sta lL'S, 
especiall y to Tri bal membe rs to "teach people the fu n­
damentals and let them take olf fmm there:' he li kes to 
say. He currently serves as a project o ll icer in SA f'v l l-I SA's 
O tfice of Indi an Alcohol and Substance Abuse. fvlr. 
Kosc in ski al so has spent many years wo rking wit h 
co mmunity based drug and alco hol coali ti ons as a project 
o fl1 cer in Ce nter fo r Substan ce Abuse l' rL'VL' nt io n's Drug 
Free Communiti es grant program . lkl(l re th is, he worked 
fo r li ve years in SAM l-I SA's Ex tran n lr;d Cr;~nl s O llice. 

YAM T 
Staff C lini c ian , Scientili c Direc to r, N il I Prog ram for 

AIDS Progress, Nati o nal I nst it ut e o f All e rgy & 
Infectio us Disease, Nati onal In stitut es ol. Hea lth 

Shya m Kottilil is th e Sc ientili c Direc tor of the National 
Institutes of Hea lth (N IH ) Distri ct of Co lum bia 
Program for A IDS Progress. He received hi s i'vl [) fmm 
the Gove rnment Medi cal College (Tri chu r, In dia ) and 
pe rfo rmed his res idency in Int ernal Medi cin e at Brown 
University School of Medi cin e, and a fel lows hip in 
In fec tious Di seases from the Natiun a\Jn stitut L' of Al lergy 
and Infectious Diseases, NIH . He received hi s Ph [) from 
Memori al Uni ve rsit y of New foundland where he studied 
the role of cytotox ic ce lls in I-I IV in l'cc ti on. He has au ­
th ored over 130 peer-rev iewed publi ca ti ons ~111 d his cur­
rent research interes ts include des ign of novel therapeutic 
strategies to cure HCV and H HV, among o th er inte rests. 

M .tMtR, MS 
Makah 
Makah BRFSS Projec t Manage r, So phi e 'J'rettev ick 

Indi an Health Ce nte r, Ma kah Tribe 

Kim Kumm er is a Ma kah Tribal member who ea m ecl 
a BS and MS in Biomedi cal Engin eering from Hrown 
University. Kim is th e Projec t Ma nage r l(n th e /VIakah 
Behavio ral Risk Surveillance System project which is 
currently being im plement ed in co lla boratio n wit h 
Northwest Portland Area Indi an Hea lth Boa rd . 1-Jcr 
ea rli er work at th e Makah Publi c Hea lth Division has 
consisted of helping gather and analyze data to devclop 
a Maka h Comm un ity Hea lth Report as well a' develop ­
ing and analyzing a teen health survey for the local high 
school. 
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Progra m Coordinato r, Michigan Publi c H ealth 

Ins titute 

Ms. Lain g has bee n with Mi chigan Publi c Health Institute 
lo r over te n yea rs, designing and coordinating mo re than 
25 projects with Triba l communities. Her work fo cuses 
primaril y o n supporting Tribes and Tribal o rgani za ti o ns 
with community hea lth assessm ent and improvement 
planning, evaluatio n of culturall y- tailo red evid ence- in ­
lormed publi c hea lth initiatives, and Tribal public hea lth 
acc reditation readiness a nd capac ity building. She 
ea rned a Mas te r o f Soc ial Work in O rga ni zationa l and 
Community Practice fro m Michigan State Uni ve rsit y. 

ltAV I I, KN 

lnup1aq 

NS B Hea lth Department Direc to r, North Slope 

Borough D e pa rtm ent of H ea lth a nd Socia l Ser v ices 

Do reen Fogg- Leavitt is an lnupiaq Eski mo from Barrow, 
Alaska. Doreen o bta ined he r bachelor's degree in Nursing 
fro m Carroll College in Helena, Montana in 200 I and 
imm ediately began her ca reer as a public hea lth nurse 
lo r th e North Slope Borough Hea lth Departme nt in 
Barrow, Alaska. Do reen felt it was impo rtant to return 
to he r ho me co mmunity to se rve the people of he r 
reg io n. C urrentl y, Doreen is Director for th e North Slope 
Borough Health & Social Services Depa rtment oversee­
ing 12 health programs se rving II ,000 res idents. Doree n 
is currently seeking her master's degree in Publi c Health 
with a concentrati on in c ircumpo lar hea lth fro m the 
Uni ve rsit y of Alaska. 

AL 

Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians 

Community Transfo rmation G rant Project 

Coordinator, Wabanaki Public H ea lth 

Alexandra London was hired as the Co mmuni ty 
Transfo rm at io n G ra nt Project Coordinator, in ja nuary of 
201 2, fo r Wabanaki Public Hea lth . She curre ntl y attends 
the Uni ve rsity of Maine, working on her Bachelor of Arts 
in Business Management. She has a stro ng found atio n in 
communicatio ns, with an a mbiti o us pe rsonalit y, which 
has been an asse t to creating a stro nger Triba l public 
health infrastructure to r the fo ur Tribes of M aine. She is 

a membe r of the Ho ulto n Band of Maliseet Indians, a nd 
res ides within her Tribal communit y. 

Publi c Health Improvem e nt Prog ra m Coordina to r, 

Na ti o nal Network of Public H ealth Institutes 

W hitney Mage ndie is Prog ra m Coordinator at Na ti o nal 
Ne two rk of Publi c Health Institutes (NN PHI). She works 
wi th th e Stre ngthening the Community of Practice for 
Public Hea lth Improvement (CO PPHI ) projec t, sup­
porting quality improvement and accreditation work. 
Ms. Magendi e al so ass ists in coordin at ing the biannu -
al CO P PH I Open Forum s for Quality Improvement 
in Public Hea lth , hosted by NN PHI and funded by 
th e Ro be rt Wood johnson Foundat ion. She ea rn ed a 
Maste r of Publi c Health in G lobal Health Systems and 
Development from th e Tulane School o f Publi c Heal th 
and Tropical Med icine. 

Progra m Area Director NO RC at the Un ive rsit y of 

C hicago 

M ichael Meit se rves as Prog ra m Area Diredor in NORC's 
Public Health Resea rch departm e nt and as Co- Direc to r 
of th e NO RC Walsh Center for Rural Health Anal ys is, 
where he oversees projec ts focu sed o n rural hea lth , publi c 
health system s resea rch , a nd publi c hea lt h prepa redn ess. 
Meit has nea rl y 20 years o f experi ence in public hea lt h 
sys tems and rura l health . He se rved as th e fo unding 
Director of the Uni ve rsit y of Pitt sburgh Cen te r fo r 
Rural Hea lth Practi ce and as th e Co - Direc tor lor Rural 

Preparedness fo r the Uni ve rsity of Pitt sburgh Center for 
Publi c Hea lth Prepa redness. 

Public H ealth Direc to r, So phi e Tre tt ev ick Indi a n 

Health Cente r, Makah Tribe 

Mel Melm ed is th e Public Health Direc to r at Makah 
Tribe and is responsible lo r all chro ni c disease preven ­
tion activ ities unde r the Community Tra ns fo rmat io n 
G rant. Mel has been working in publi c hea lth s in ce 
1997, starting as a 'f riba! Communi ty Hea lth Nurse. 
She has conducted resea rch and hea lt h promotion for 
the Assoc iatio n fo r Hea lth care Research & Qua lit y, the 
Lilli an Carte r Cen te r for Intern atio na l Nu rsin g, a nd 
fo r Public Health - Seattle & Kin g Coun ty. Loca ll y, Mel 
se rved o n the Clall am Co unt y Publi c Hea lth Ad viso ry 
Co mmittee fro m 2008 -20 13 a nd se rved as C hair from 
20 10-20 12. 

Northern Cheyenne 

H ea lth Educato r, No rth e rn C heye nne Tribal Health 

Sophia Messe r is a membe r of the No rthern C heyenne 
Tribe loca ted in Southeas t Montana. Afte r graduat ing 
high school, Sophia went o n to further her edu cation at 
Black Hills State Uni ve rsity in Spea rfi sh, Sou th Dakota 
where she ea rned he r Bachelo r of Sc ie nce in Elementary 
Education . Afte r grad uating co ll ege, Sophia re turn ed to 
the Northern C heyenne reserva ti o n with asp iratio ns of 
edu cating the youth in her co mmun it y. She is currentl y 
employed with th e Northe rn Cheye nn e Tribe as a Health 
Educato r; her responsibiliti es in cl ud e prov iding preven ­
ti o n edu ca ti o n o n vari o us hea lth topics throug hout the 
reserva ti o n. 

Project Ma nage r, M CD Publi c Hea lth 

Stacy has a stro ng backgro und in training a nd p roject 
managemen t, including blood pressure detec tion a nd 
management , motivat io nal in terv iew in g and empl oyee 
health improvemen t. Expe rie nced in th e des ign and 
deli ver y of traditional a nd no n-traditi o nal tra ining 
programs she p rovides techni ca l ass ista nce and train ­
ing using ev idence based c urriculum app roach es for 
program ming a nd culti vates key relati onships, identifi es 
ba rri ers and proposes soluti o ns. 



Director, Offi ce to r State, T riba l, Local a nd Territorial 

Suppo rt , Ce nte rs for Disease Co ntro l a nd 

Preve ntion 

judith A. Monroe is the Deputy Director fo r s tate, Tribal , 
loca l a nd territorial suppo rt efforts at Cente r for D isease 
Co ntrol a nd Preve nti on (CDC) a nd Director of the Office 
fo r State, Tribal, Local and Territorial Suppo rt (OSTLTS) . 
In he r role, Dr. Monroe provides criti ca l lead ership fo r 
support ing a nd revita li zing the public hea lth system. 
Her effort s fo cus o n es tabli shing a sys tems approach that 
suppo rt s integrati on and collabo ratio n among publi c 
health profess io nals and translating sc ience to prac ti ce to 
in crease the capac ity a nd performance of public hea lth 

agen cies. 

Se ni o r Q ua lity Ad visor, Public H ealth Foundation 

John W. Mo ran is a Senio r Q uality Adv iso r to the Public 
Health Foundation (PH F) a nd a Sen ior Fellow at th e 
Un ive rsity of Minnesota , School of Publi c Health in the 
Divi sion of Health Policy a nd Managem ent . He brings 
to PH F over 30 years of q uali ty im provem e nt experti se 
in developing q ua lity improvement too ls and tra ining 
programs, im ple m enting and evaluating qua lity im ­
provement programs, a nd w riting arti cles and books o n 
q uality im proveme nt m ethods. Dr. Mora n a lso se rves 
as Pres ide nt of th e Advisory Board of C hoose to be 
Hea lthy Coalitio n of the Healthy Ma ine Partnership 
for Yo rk County a nd is a member of the Public 
Hea lth Acc reditation Boa rd's Evaluat io n and Quality 
Improvement Committee. 

Pa rtn e r ; So nosky, C hambe rs Law Firm 

Myra M. M unson joined the Sonosky, C ha mbers Law 
Firm , whi ch specializes in rep resenting Indian Tribes, 
in 1990 afte r serving as Com miss ioner of Alaska's 
Department of Health a nd Soc ia l Services. Her practi ce 
emphasizes self-de termin at io n and self-governance 
and Tr ibal hea lth p rog ra m ope ratio ns' issues, including 
wo rk o n a nd impl em e ntati o n of the lndianHealth Care 
im p rovement Act and Afro rdable Ca re Act. She was the 
p rinc ipa l drafter of the Alaska Co mmunity Hea lth Aide 
Program Ce rtifi cation Board Stn llrinrrls a11d Procerlures, 
including those for Dental Health Aide 'll1erapi sts. He r 
work has been recogni zed by the Alaska Fed eratio n of 
Na ti ve's Denali Award and the Hea lthy Alaska Na tives 
Foundation. 

Community Transformation G rant Coo rdinato r, Sault 

Ste. Marie Tribe of C hippe wa Indians 

Donna Norko li is the Projec t Coordin ato r fo r the Sault 
Ste. Marie Tribe of C hippewa India ns' Community 
Transformation G rant Project. She has worked in public 
health for 17 yea rs, coordinating regio nal efrorts to pro ­
m ote phys ica l activity, hea lthy eating , and tobacco-free 
lifes tyles. Donna ho lds a Bachelor of Science in Public 
Hea lth Educati o n from Cen tra l M ichiga n Unive rsity a nd 
is a National Certified Health Educa tion Specialist. 

H ea lth ca re for Re - Entr y Veterans Specia li s t, VA Rocky 

M t. Network (V lSN 19), Ve te ra ns 1\lhrs 

M ichael O tt is a VA psycho logist a nd th e !.cad l(> r 
Ve tera ns Justi ce Prog ram s in the V ISN 19 Humdess 
Program Oflice. He se rves as the Health Care Re -
Entry Veteran Speciali st fur th e Sta les of Colorado and 
Wyoming. D r. Ott c urrentl y provides re -e nl ry se rvi ces 
for Vete ra ns inca rcerated in 6 Federal , 2-1 St ale, and -1 
private correctio nal faciliti es. He acted as th e Vete ra ns 

Justi ce O utreach Specialis t to th e Colmad o Springs 
Veterans Trauma Court a nd ass isted in the tkvclopmenl 
of this Colorado 4th Judi cial Distri c t Court , whi ch was 
the first of its kind in Colorado. 

't:.I-'JUN 

Blackfeet 

Owne r, CRL Hea lth & Fitness, LLC 

Lita Pepion grew up o n th e Hlackkct Indian IZeservation 
w here she is a n e nro lled Tribal m ember. She owns and 
opera tes C RL Health & Fitn ess, LI.C, ;t Native Amcr-i ca n 
ow ned a nd operat ed consulting Jirm providi ng hea lt h 
and fitn ess ed ucat io n, trai ning and ce rlif·ica lions, wdlness 
coaching and program development scr-vices tu Tribt·s 
and agenc ies serving Nat ive A meri ca ns and A laska 
Na ti ves. She has been featured in Ye llows tu ne Valley 
vVoman a nd Na tive Montana Magazines and is a guest 
speake r fo r Na ti ve Am e ri ca n Calling. 1\ d ynam ic pre­
se nte r and ed ucator, Lila also teaches ht·alth a nd lit ness 
classes in Billings, Mo nt ana. 

s 
Sr. Tribal Preve nti o n Spec iali s t, Sui c id e Prevention 

Resources Center 

Pet ri ce Post has been w ith Suicide Preve nt ion Resource 
Center as a Senio r Tribal Preventi o n Speciali s t sin ce 
October 2008. In thi s role, she collabo r;ttivcl y assists 
to build capac ity a nd pe rfo rmance to p revent sui cide 
through a public health approach , and provid es g uid ance 
and stra tegic direction to build upon asse ts in sta tes, 
Tribal , a nd territo rial orga n izal io ns. Pet ri ce has been 
working in the field o f prevention sin ce 1996. Pet ri ce is 
a strong advoca te o f co mmunit y mob ili za tion and deve l­
opm ent. In addition to her roles as o rga ni zer, co nsultant 
a nd teache r, she has know ledge and sk ill in prog ram 
design / m a nage m ent , lra ining/ techni ..:al ass is tance and 

research/ eva lu atio n . 

S A ..:E. MANAGE:R 
Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 

Ca rl T C urti s Hea lth Ed ucatio n Ce nter lk ha vioral 

Health Program 

Siva Pula is a n e nro lled member of the Omaha Tribe of 
Nebraska. She curre ntl y se rves as the Ollice /Yianagn for 
the Behavioral Hea lth Program l(n· the Omaha Tribe of 
Nebraska's Ca rl T. C urti s Hea lth Educat ion Ce nter. She 
has been in st rum e ntal in ovcr-see ing th e bus in ess and J~i ­

nancial compo nent of Project F.A.M.E. ( l' ight ing Against 
Meth Eve ryday) including funcl io ns of the applica ti on 
process of clie nts to a res identia l trea tment fac ilit y and 
payment processes. She a lso supe rvises the ge ncr-alion 
a nd creatio n of K -9 deployment re port s rdat ive to 

Project F.A.M.E. 
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Sta ff Attorney, Publi c Health Law Ce nte r at William 

Mitchell Coll ege of Law 

julie Ralsto n Aoki is a Staff Attorney at th e Publi c Hea lth 
Law Center at William M itchell College o f Law in St. 
Paul , Minnesota. She has ex te nsive expe ri ence in th e 
areas of publi c hea lth law, consume r protection , a nd 
publi c poli cy developme nt at th e local and community 
level. She speciali zes in providing technical ass istan ce 
o n legal strategies and poli cies to promote hea lthy eating 
and commercial tobacco control. She has authored 
publications o n preemptio n, point-of-sa le policies for 
co mmerc ial tobacco control, a nd childre n's food mar­
keting practices. Her volunteer work includ es se rving 
o n the Robbinsdale Human Rights Commiss io n and th e 
Minnesota Community Hea lth Worker Alliance. 

Health Ed ucato r, Northe rn C heye nn e Tribal Hea lth 

Desiree Res tad has resided o n th e Northern C heyenne 
Reser va ti o n fo r the past 20 years. She is currently 
employed as a Health Educator for the Tr ibal Hea lth 
Department and her respo nsibilities include providin g 
prevent ion education o n va rio us health topics thro ugh­
o ut th e reser va ti o n. Desiree is th e pro ud mothe r of 
two beautiful children , ages 11 and 15. Des iree holds a 
master's degree in Publi c Health fro m th e Uni ve rsity of 
Montana and a bachelo r's degree from Montana Stale 
Uni ve rsity- Billings in Hea lth Promotion. 

Minority Ve te rans Coordinator, VA Ro cky Mountain 

Ne two rk (V ISN 19) 

Ri chardson has se rved as th e Min o rity Vete rans 
Coordinator sin ce 2005, pe rfo rming o utreach to a ll 
ve te rans o f the VI SN, especia ll y to minority veterans. 
In Octo ber, 20 13 he was appo inted to th e Sec retary of 
th e VA Veterans Rural Hea lth Ad viso ry Co mmittee to 
ass ist in the hea lthca re needs of rural vete ran s. Prio r to 
thi s, Mr. Ri chardson was the Supe rvisory FMS Specia li st 
for the VA Montana Healthca re System and oversaw the 
M inority Outreach program in th e state of Montana . He 
al so partn ered with james Floyd o f the Salt Lake C ity VA 
System to develop the Tribal Veterans Representat ive 
program. 

Di e titian & D iabe tes Educato r, Hea lthy Pla te Progra m , 

Northe rn C heyenn e Welln ess Ce nte r 

Ma ri a Rope r is a Registered Dietitian a nd Certifi ed 
Diabetes Edu cator and received her bachelo r's degree 
fro m Loma Lin a University in southern California. She 
is a membe r oft he Ameri ca n Assoc iat io n o f Diabetes 
Educators and th e Academ y o f Nutrition and Dieteti cs 
and has worked with the No rthe rn Cheyenn e Tribe for 
6 yea rs. She has publi shed two books: "Type 3 Diabetes: 
' I he Ad renal G land Disease" and "Medicinal Pl ants Used 
by Native Am eri can Tribes in South ern Californi a." She is 
curre ntl y working o n a 2nd Editio n of her diabe tes book 
and aim s to teach as ma ny people as poss ible to eliminate 
diabe tes. 

Ac ting Di rec to r, Indian Hea lth Se r vice 

Yvette Roubideaux is ac ting Direc tor of the Ind ian Health 
Service ( IH S). Dr. Ro ubid ea ux was confirm ed by the 
U.S. Senate as I HS Direc tor o n May 6, 200'!. On April 
23, 201 3, Pres ident O ba ma renominated Dr. l ~oubidea u x 

to se rve a seco nd fo ur-year term , and o n May 7, 20 13, 
design ated her to se rve as Ac ting Direc tor wh ile he r 
re- no mination is be ing consid ered by the U.S. Se nate. Dr. 
Ro ubideaux previo usly worked for I l-I S fm three yea rs as 
a m edi cal o ffi ce r and cl ini ca l direc to r al th e Sa n Carlo, 
Service Unit o n the Sa n Carlos Apache In dia n reser va tion 
in Arizo na. Dr. Ro ubidea ux rece ived her medi c;! I degree 
fro m Ha rva rd Medi cal School in I 'JH'J and w mplc ted her 
Maste r of Public Hea lth degree at th e ll ;u·vard School of 
Publi c Health in 1997. 

M 
Diabetes Coo rdin a to r, No rth e rn C heye nn e Wellncss 

Cente r 

Tamm y Roundsto ne is a Reg iste red Nurse and Diabetes 
Coordin ato r fo r th e North e rn C heye nn e Welln ess Cente r. 
She received he r educati o n from the Sa li sh Koot enai 
Coll ege, g raduating May I 'J'J7. Tamm y has experi ence 
with Home Ca re Se rvices as th e Nurs ing Supe rvism both 
in Lame Dee r and Mi ssoula, Montan a. She wm ked as a 
Diabetes Co mmunity Health Nurse with th e Pima Tribe 
prio r to coming home to Northern C heyenn e, where she 
has dedi cated the pas t I I years lo se rve as th e Di abe le' 
Coo rdin ato r of the Specia l Diabet es Prog ram l(>r Indi a ns. 
She has impl emented Diabet es Ed ucal ion but has a spe­
cia l inte rest for Pod iatr y and Nephrology ca re. 

" :;:; Wt boc "· " 
Houlton Band of Mal1seet lnd1ans 

Triba l Distri c t Liai so n , Wabanaki Publi c llca lth 

Clarissa Sabatti s Webber se rves as a Tribal Public Healt h 
Liaison. She has 20 yea rs of exper ience in hea lth ca re, 
and has previo usly worked as a Regis te red Nurse al th e 
Ma lisee t C linic. C larissa is a membe r o f th e Hoult o n 
Band o f Ma li seet In dians and res id es within he r Tr ibal 
Community. She has profess io nal membe rship in mul ­
tip le coun cils and adviso ry boards, al the stal e level , as a 
Tribal Representati ve. She a lso is a member of th e Region 
I Hea lth Equity Coun cil , U.S. O ffi ce of Mi norit y Health 
a nd the Nat io nal Pa rtne rships fo r Ac tion . C lari ssa is 
dedicated to improv in g health statu s a nd hea lth equit y in 
Indi an Countr y. 

Research Ass is tant , Ca lifor ni a Triba l Ep id e mi o logy 

Cente r 

Ryan Saelee is a Research Ass istant al th e Ca lifornia 
Tribal Epidemi ology Cente r in Sacramento, Ca liforni a. 
He ea rn ed a Bachelo r of Arts with a major in Pu bli c 
Hea lth from the University of Calil(>rni a, Berkeley. As 
a Resea rch Assistant, he has parti c ipated in the dat a 
collection a nd an a lys is of l he Ca li lc.>r n ia Tribal Behavio ral 
Ri sk Facto r Surve illance Sys te m Proj ect. In add itio n, 
he has ass isted with develop ing va rious grant p roposa ls 
an d projects to improve th e hea lth of America n Ind ians 
and Alaska Na ti ves. He is co mmitt ed to understanding, 
addressi ng and reduc ing ex istin g hea lt h di spar ili e,. 



L1ttle Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 

C hampi o n for C hange (Youth ) 

Afte r participating in and learning about the youth -
led effort s at a National Co ngress of American India ns 
co nference, Sa rah was inspired to take what she learn ed 
a nd develop her Tribe's first youth coun cil in 2009. Sa rah 
worked with th e Tribal Coun cil , her peers, and yo uth 
programs in th e community to o rga nize and create their 
ow n constitution , bylaws, code o f co nduct, and become 
al"li li ated with the United Na tion al Indian Tribal Youth 
(U NJ'T'Y ) o rga ni zation. Unde r Sa rah's leadership, the 
youth coun ci l has hosted youth retrea ts, talking circl es 
and o th er events to add ress underage drinking preve n­
tion , anti -bull ying and sui cide prevention. Four yea rs 
after the council was founded , Sa ra h graduated from high 
school but continues to se rve as a junior ad visor, engag­

in g younge r students and helping them m ake a positive 
transiti o n into new leadership ro les. 

Case Manager, Nephrology, North e rn C h eyenne 

Well ness Cente r 

Angela Sio ux graduated from M iles Community College, 
M iles C ity, Monta na in 1994. She is currently empl oyed 
wi th the No rthern C heyenne Center as the OM N urse 
Case Manager. Angela has 20 yea rs of experience in out ­
pati ent nursing for Indian Hea lth Service, Community 
Hea lth Nursing, Maternal /C hild Hea lth nursing and 
ho me care for the sta te. As the Case Ma nage r for the 
Nephro logy C linic, Angela has the unique opportunity 
to prepare patients for dialysis. She has a devotion to her 
com munity, exemplified by he r 17 years of se rvice to the 
No rth ern C heyenne Tribe. 

. l::lLY 
Pueblo of Laguna 

Direc to r of Hea lth ca re Education & Outreach , Nat ive 

Am e ri ca n Professional Parent Resources 

Roxa ne Spru ce Bly has mo re th an lO yea rs of experi ­
ence in community-based strategic planning, program 
development and evaluat io n. A member of the Pueblo 
o f Laguna, she has ex tensive experi ence in outreach , 
educati o n a nd legislat ive advocacy related to th e Indian 
Hea lth sys te m and the impacts o f hea lth care refo rm 
o n American India n co nsumers. She currently se rves 
as Directo r of Healthcare Educatio n and Outreach for 
Native Ame rica n Profess io na l Pa rent Resources one 
o f two Navigator entities for the New Mexico Health 
I nsu ran ee Exchange. 

Edu cati o n Spec ialist, Public Hea lth Accreditation 

Board ( PHAB ) 

Dav id Sto ne is the Ed ucatio n Specialist with the Public 
Hea lth Accreditation Board (PHAB). David directs the 
development of educational se rvices for PHAB, in ­
cl uding tra ining, co ntinuing educa ti o n, webinars and 
o nline mod ules. Prior to his current pos iti o n , David 
was Accred itatio n Administrato r for the North Caroli na 
Loca l Hea lth Department Accreditatio n Program. 
David has over 29 yea rs of publi c health expe ri ence. He 
spent over n ine yea rs in local publi c healt h se rving as 
Ass ista nt Health Director in Appalachia n District Hea lth 
Depar tm ent a nd as Hea lth Director in Sur ry Coun ty. 

PN 
Shoshone-Bannock 

C HR Prog ram Manage r, Shos ho ne Hann ock Tribal 

Health and Hum a n Se r v ices Department 

Ms. Stump is a mem ber o f th e Shoshone- Bannock 
Tribes, Fort Hall , Ida ho, and Vice Pres ident of th e Native 
Am eri ca n Research Centers for Health Boa rd . Ms. Stump 
sta rted working for the Community Hea lth represe ntat ive 
(CHR) Program in 1979 as a C HR Ge nera li st and as the 
fir st C HR to beco me a Diabeti c Care Specia li st wo rking 
and coordinating th e weekl y Diabe ti c C lini c at the f'ort 
Hall Indian Hea lth Se rvices. In 20 12, Roa nn a was award ­
ed by Jake White C row ackn owledg ing her wo d-:: with 
diabetic pati ents. Roa nna is cur rentl y is th e C hair for the 
Joint Indi a n Hea lth Se rvice a nd Tribal Health & Human 
Services Department Qualit y Assurance Commi tt ee. 

t Y I t1 U M A ::i, t-' ~tu 

Tlmgit 

Research Sc ientis t, Alcoho l and Dr ug Abuse Ins titute, 

the Uni ve rs ity o f Washin g to n 

Li sa Rey Tho mas is a membe r of th e Tlingit Tribes. She 
has a doctorate in C lini cal Psychology and is a Research 
Scienti st at the Alcoho l and Drug Abuse Institute a nd 
Co -Director of Indigeno us Pro tocols and Research Ethi cs 
at the Indigenous We ll ness Resea rch Institut e Ce nt er of 
Excelle nce, both at the Uni ve rsity of Washin gton. Dr. 
Thomas has more tha n 25 yea rs o f expe rie nce working 
with Indigeno us communiti es. She is Co -In vestiga tor and 
Project Direc to r of a C BPR/TPR proj ec t titl ed " Hea ling 
of the Ca noe: th e Co mmunit y Pulling Toge th er and th e 
Stro ng Peopl e Pulling Together" a nd has bee n prim a ry 
inves tiga tor o n a numbe r of ot he r con1munit y p rojects. 

t:ll I::> MA\l. J 

Oglala Lakota 

Progra m Manage r, North e rn Pl ai ns T ribal To bacco 

Technical Assistance Cent er 

Vanessa Tibbitts is the Program Manage r l(l r th e 
North ern Plains Tribal Tobacco Techni cal Ass istance 
Ce nter at the G reat Plain s Tribal C hairm e n's Hea lth 
Board. She is a member of th e Ogla la Siou x Tribe in 
South Dakota. Vanessa has bee n wo rking in the publi c 
hea lth field for over e ight yea1·s. Ms. Tibbitt s fo cuses 
o n planning, po li cy, and organi zing hea lth edu cati o n 
materi als for Tribal co mmunities in th e Nort hern Plain s. 

Vanessa is committed to promoting good hea lth and 
preventing disease for Ame rican India n people. 
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Publi c Hea lth Advisor, Liaison fo r Specia l Popul atio ns, 

O H1 ce of Hea lth Equity, Division of STD Preventio n , 

Centers for Disease Co ntro l and Preve ntion 

Scot t Tulloch is a Publi c Health Adviso r with the C DC 
a nd c u rrently serves as Lia iso n fo r Special Populations in 
th e O fli ce of Hea lth Eq uity, Divisio n of STD Prevention. 
Scott has worked for C DC in a va ri et)' of urba n a nd rural 
se ttings including C hi cago, Illino is; Augusta, Geo rgia; 
Wi nsto n -Sa lem, North Ca rol ina; Baltimore, Ma ryland; 
Albuq uerq ue, New Mex ico; a nd now Atl anta, Georgia. 
Scott has pa rti cipated innumerous special deploy-
me nt s that in cl ud e syphilis o utbreak rap id respo nse and 
seve ral nati o nal em erge ncy response efforts. Scott has a 
bachelor's degree in Community Health Education from 
Ce ntral Washingto n Uni vers ity ( 1990) and a G radua te 
Ce rt ili cate in Progra m Planning and Po li cy Developmen t 
from th e Unive rsity of Washington (1997) . 

HU::>A 

Ho-hunk Natton of Black River Falls 
Program Director, Ca rl T. C urtis Hea lth Education 

Ce nte r Be hav io ra l Hea lth Program 

Rosa lie B. Two Bull s is a member of the Ho -hun k Natio n 
of Black Rive r Fa ll s, Wi sco nsin . She rece ived a bachelo r's 
deg ree from Briar C li ff Uni ve rsity in Sio ux C ity, Iowa and 
a Maste r of Social Work fro m Ar izona State Uni ve rsity 
in Te m pe, Ari zona. She is currentl y the Director of the 
lk hav iora l Health Program which oversees Project 
F.A.M.E. (Fig hting Against Meth Everyday) fo r the 
O maha Tribe of Nebraska in Macy, Neb raska. Mrs. 
Two Bulls has a wea lth of knowledge of mental hea lth 
and soc ial se rvi ces, hav ing been employed with various 
Na tive American Tribes in the M id west includin g South 
Dako ta , Neb raska , No rth Dakota, and Wisco nsin for over 
40 years. 

Associa te D irec to r, Office of Hea lth Equity, Division 

of STD Prevention , Ce nte rs for Disease Contro l a nd 

Preve nti o n 

jo Va lentine is the Assoc iate Direc tor for Hea lth Eq uity in 
th e Divisio n of Sexua lly Transmitted Di sease Prevention , 
C DC. She has wo rked in th e Di visio n of Sex uall y 
Transmitted Disease Prevention since September 199 1. 
Her current respo nsibilities include leading effort s to 
red uce STD di sparities in the United States, overseeing 
th e Tuskegee Hea lth Benefit s Program, and ma nag ing the 
Tu skegee Uni ve rsity Bioet hi cs Cente r project. In th ese 
ro les, she leads a nd coordinates multi -disc iplin ary tea ms 
and wo rkg roups and provides technical ass istance for 
int e rve ntion developm ent and program impl ementatio n 
1(1r disadva ntaged a nd under-served populat io ns. She re­
ceived her Mas te r of Soc ial Work in 1995 from the Clark 
Atla nt a Un ive rs ity Schoo l of Social Work. 

UUN AKNt, MU, Ml-'~t 

02lala Lakota 
D irec to r, Maste r of Public H ea lth Progra m , No rth 

Dakota Sta te Unive rs ity 

Donald Wa rne se rves as Di rec tor of th e Master of Pubiic 
Hea lth Progra m at North Dakota State Un ive rsity. 
He graduated fro m Stanfo rd Uni ve rsity School of 
Med ic in e, is a Diplo mate of both the Ameri ca n Boa rd 

of Famil y Practi ce a nd th e Am eri can Board of Medi cal 
Acupun cture, and received hi s Mas ter o f Publ ic ll ealth 
deg ree from Harva rd Un ive rsit y. In add iti o n , lk Wame 
com pleted o ne-yea r fell ows hips in Alt emative Medicine 
fro m the Ari zo na Ce nte rs for Hea lth and Medicine and 
Minority Hea lth Po li cy from Harvard Medica l School. 
He has addit io nal training in medi ca l acupu ncture from 
th e UCLA School o f Medi cin e, is a Certifi ed Diabetes 
Edu cator, and has studi ed class ica l homeopath y and 

bot an ica lmecl ici ne. 

AHYN WAI::>UN, ~E:D 

NavaJO 
Diabetes Preven tion Manage r, LitC Ce nt e r, C il a l ~ i ve r 

Health Ca re 

Ta ryn Watson serves as th e Program Manager l(n Cila 
River Hea lth Ca re's Diabet es Preve ntion Prog ram . Ms. 
'Watson has ex peri ence in p ri mary ca re devel opm e nt a nd 
accessib il ity, a nd gran ts management wo rki ng direct ly 
with Hea lth Promot ion / Di sease Preve ntion Com munit y 
Program s se rvin g a reas in the so uthwes t Native 
Ameri ca n commun ities of Phoe ni x and Tucson . l ~aiscd 

in Kayenta, Ar izo na, Taryn is of the Sa lt People C lan and 
born to r the Towering House People C lan . Ms. Watson 
ea rn ed he r bachelor's degree in Communit y l lcalth 
Scie nces from th e Unive rsit y o f Ar izona and nwstcr's 
degree in Educational Lead crsh ip from Nort he m Ari zona 
Un ive rsity. 

Deput y Director, Yukon - Kuskokwim l lcalth 

Co rporation 

Dr. Willia rd g raduated fro m the Ohio Stal e Uni vers it y 
College of Dentistr y in 1994 a nd completed a two yea r 
Gene ral Practice Residency at the Ca rolinas' Med ical 
Center in Cha rlo tte, Nort h Ca ro lin a in 19%. She is 
now th e Direc tor of t he Dentalll ca lt h Aid e ' lhc.:rapist 
(DHAT) Educationa l Program Dcp<lrtmcnt of Oral 
Health Promotion for the Alaska Native Tribal ll calth 
Co nsortium in Anchorage, Alaska. She has worked in 
Ame ri ca n Ind ian / Alaska Nati ve dental programs sin ce 
1996, including havin g expe rie nce supervis in g DII AT 
working in remote vill ages. 



The following biographies were received after March 10. 

A"l"l 1:: 

Blackfeet. Chippewa. Mandan & H1datsa 
Ass istant Professor, Pharm acy Practice & School 

of Publi c and Community Health Sciences 
Departments, University of Montana 

Dr. Belcourt -Dittloff (O tter Woman ) is an Ameri can 
Indi an Assistant Professor at the University of Montana's 
Pharmacy Practice and School of Public and Community 
Health Sciences Departments. Her doctorate is in clin ­
ical psychology and her resea rch and clinical prac tice 
pri oriti es in cl ud e mental health disparities, trauma, 
posttraum ati c stress reactions, ri sk, res ili ency, resea rch 
ethi cs, and psychi at ri c disorder within American Indian 
communiti es. 

LA t-Kt:L.l 

Navajo 
Stud ent, Navajo Kentuckians Program 

Darl a is a se nior at Window Rock High School and has 
been parti cipating in the Navajo Kentuckians' group for 
two years - ever sin ce th eir first trip to Chinle, Ari zona. 
His interes ts include basketball and health . Ms. Fred 
would like to I woul d like to go to coll ege to pursue a de­
gree in Nursing. She is ve ry interested in helping people 
keep th emselves hea lthy. 

t­ L.HUPI"l PHJ MPH, CIP 
Pueblo of Jemez 
Ass istant Professo r, Department of Family and 

Community Medi cin e, College of Medicine, 
Uni versity of Arizona 

Fra ncin e C. Gachupin is Assistant Professor, Departm ent 
of Fa mil y and Community Medicine, College of 
Med icine, Uni ve rsity of Arizo na, and Assistant Director 
to both the Ari zona Can cer Center Hea lth Di sparities 
Institute and the Nati ve American Resea rch and Training 
Center. Dr. Gachupin is a Tribal member of the Pueblo 
of jemez in New Mex ico. She received her Doctor of 
Philosophy from the University of New Mex ico and her 
Master of Public Hea lth degree in Epidemiology from the 
Uni versity of Washingto n. She studies primaril y chronic 
diseases and related behavioral ri sk fa ctors. 

H 
Actin g Director, Californi a Tribal Epidemiology 

Ce nter, California Rural indian Health Board 

Ri chell e Harklerode has worked at the Ca liforni a Rural 
Indian Hea lth Board for six years and is th e Acting 
Director of the Research and Planning Departm ent, 
whi ch ove rsees th e Ca liforni a Tribal Epidemiology 
Ce nter. She has a dual Masters in Publi c Health in 
Epidemi ology and Gl obal Health from Loma Linda 
Uni versit y. She works with America n Indi an communi ­
ti es in Californi a to better understand the hea lth and risk 
behaviors in an effort to enhance health equity. Her work 
includes sy nthes izing ep idemiologic data to be applied 
towa rd designing effective public health policies and 
prevention programs. 

K~IGHf 

Oglala Sioux Tr1be 
C HOI CES Prog ram Int erve nti o ni st, Oglal a Siou x 

Tribe Hea lth Admi n istrati on 

Ms. jacobs-Knight ea rned her Assoc iates of Art s in 
Business and is currently a full -tim e se ni or at th e Oglala 
Lakota College working towa rd a bac helo rs in Business 
Admini stration with an emphases in tvlanagement. She 
was selected as student of th e year in 20 12 and rece ived 
the Hatti e Twi ss awa rd for maintaining the hi ghest grade 
point average in the graduatin g cla ss durin g her associ­
ate's studi es. Ms. jacobs-Knight has been employed with 
the Oglala Siou x Tribe Health Administration Choices 
program as an Interventi oni st since October of 20 13. In 
this rol e, she edu cates Nati ve Ameri ca n women ages 18-
44, who are current ly not preg nant and not on birth con­
trol about the dangers of alcohol exposed pregnan cies. 

Nt: y ,JV .... ::> 

Navajo 
Student , Navajo Kentuckian s Food Lit e racy Prog ram 

Courtn ey is currentl y in lOth grad e at Window Rock 
High School in Window Rock, Arizo na . 1\. ls. jones is 
involved in the Navajo Kentuck ians prugram as a way to 
support the health of her communit y. 

t:t: 

Navajo 
Student, Navajo Kentu ckians Food Lit e racy Program 

Twila is originall y from Rock Point , J\riw na . but cur­
rently lives in Wind ow Rock, Ari zona and is a se nior at 
Window Rock Hi gh Schoo l. She enJoys playing bas­
ketball , running, drawing and randoml y singing to her 
f~wo rite songs. She is hoping to go to colkgc to stud y in 
Nursin g and someday beco me a doctor t•r a surgeon. 1\l s. 
Lee has been parti cipating in th e Navajo 1-.:cntuckian s 
prog ram for about two years and loves everyt hin g abou t 
the program. She beli eves that thi s has hel ped her to grow 
and learn many things. 

PhD Candidate, West Virginia Uni ve rsit y Sc hool or 
Public Hea lth Department or Epidemiol ogy 

Karen Manzo is a Publi c Health Sc iences Phi) Candidat e 
at the West Virginia Uni versit y Sc hool of Publi c Health 
Department of Epidemiology. She se rved as the evalua ­
tor for Planting Seeds of Hope youth sui cid e preve ntion 
project. Karen has been collaborating wi th th e tviT-'vV Y 
Tribal Leaders Council as a grant writ er and eva luator 
since 2007. 
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S-.~SA 

Oglala/Cheyenne Rtver Lakota 
C HOI CES Program Coordinator, Oglala Sioux Tribe 

Health Admi nistration 

Susan Pourier holds a BS from the University of 
Wisconsin -Superior in Communications. She has been 
working with Native American women to reduce Alcohol 
Exposed Pregnancies (AEP's) for the past three years. 
She is currently the coordinator for the OST CHOICS 
Program, which aims to reduce risk for AEP in non-preg­
nant Native American women and has successfully 
implemented the program at two sites with a third to be 
added soon. Ms. Pourier was formall y the H!V Program 
Coordinator at the Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council 
(G LITC). She also has worked with the lnupiat people in 
the Arctic village of Barrow, Alaska as Executive Assistant 
to the President of the llisagvik College. 

Veterans Telemental Health Provider, VA 

Kay Rautio is a boa rd certified Adult Psychiatric - Mental 
Health Nurse Practitioner (MHNP). She has over 40 yrs. 
of experience in the mental health field. -nle last 14 yrs. 
she has been working with Veterans with PTSD through 
the VA Healthcare System. -nle past 7 yrs. she has been 
providing mental health services via telehealth for Native 
American Veterans with PTSD who reside in rura l 
t'vlontana. 

Student , avajo Kentuckians Food Literacy Program 

Irvin is a senior at Fern Creek Traditional High School 
in Louisville, Kentucky. Mr. Shai fa has led an odyssey 
of a life - growing up in places as diverse as Monrovia, 
Liberia , Trenton, New jersey, and Lou isviile, Kentucky. 
He enjoys playing soccer, and is an artist who believes 
that knowledge about food leads to healthy choices. He 
has spoken about food literacy to various groups, includ­
ing the Watson Conference on Rhetoric in Louisville and 
the Louisville Healthy Food Local Farms. He hopes to 
study architecture and continue to be an artist. 

"'" "' 1-' t I< t<t t-' 1-H..: M t. U 

Chtppewa Cree Trtbe 
President , Stone Child Col lege 

Dr. Nathaniel St. Pierre is an enrolled member of the 
Chippewa Cree Tribe of Montana. He has a bachelor's 
degree in Business, a Master's degree in Education, and 
a doctorate in Education. All three degrees were earned 
from Montana State University. Most of his career has 
focused on American Indian issues, students, programs, 
and services. He has also been a researcher, program 
evaluator, professional consultant, and an academic dean. 
Dr. St. Pierre is currently the President of Stone Child 
College in Box Elder, Montana. 

Navajo Nation Depa rtment of Behavioral Health 
Services 

I am originally from Fort Defian ce, Arizona. I currently 
work with Department of Behavioral Health Services and 
have been employed with the Navajo Nation for 12 years. 
In the 12 years I have worked in prevention fo r 8 years. 
As an Ottice Specialist, I had an opportunity to shadow 

our Certified Prevention Specialist for those R ye<lrs to 
learn more about the fi eld. In 201 3, I became a Cert itied 
Prevention Specialist. With a background in engineering, 
1 found that my interes t turned to commu nity health and 
educating our people on the effects of alcohol and drug; 
to the body. 

N VALLI!:. 

Navajo 
Student, Navajo Kentuckians Food Lite racy Program 

Tyson is a 17 year old senior at Window Rock High 
School in Window Rock, Arizona. Mr. Yazzie has been 
participating with the Navajo Kentuckian; since l'ebruar)' 
of2013 on supporting food li te racy and nutrition edu ­
cation. He is interesti ng in drafting technology, architec­
ture and graphic design. He has f"ive sibling; (two older 
brothers, two younger brothers, and one younger sister). 
He is one of four students who were recogn ized with a 
Citizenship Award at his 8th grade pro mot ion. 
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SUMMIT INFORMATION 

AGENDA CHANGES: 
Changes to the Summit agenda will be posted daily by the registration desk located in the 

Atr ium of the Holiday Inn Grand Montana. 

CONFERENCE BADGES: 
Official Indian Health Board 5th Annual National Tribal Public Hea lth Summit name 

badges will be issued to each participant upon registration. Please be sure to wear your 
summit name badge at all times as it is your passport to enter all conference activities, ple­

nary sessions, workshops and scheduled events.* Replacement badges can be requested at 
the registration desk located inside the Atrium Tower of the Holiday Inn Grand Montana 

Hotel. 
*Special name badges issued to all exhibitors grant access to the exl1ilJit nren, opening 

reception, and the NIHB Culture Night events only. 

REGISTRATION DESK: 
The registration desk is located in the Atrium Tower, near the exhibitor booths, on the first 

floor of the hotel. 

Monday, March 31, 2014 .......... ..................... 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Tuesday, April1, 2014 .... ...... .... .......... ............ 7:00 am - 5:00pm 

Wednesday, April2, 2014 .. ........ ................ .... 7:00 am - 12:00 pm 

CODE OF CONDUCT: 
The National Indian Health Board (NIHB) is dedicated to providing a positive and hea lth 

environment for our conference attendees. The NIHB's National Tribal Public Health 

Summit maintains a policy of being Drug and Alcohol Free during all conference-related 

events, meetings, plenary sessions and workshops. TI1e Board of Directors of the NlHB 
and staff respectfully request that all participants, exhibitors, guests, friends and l~1 mil y 

members please conduct themselves in a respectful, courteous, and appropriate manner at 

a ll times to make the summit experience enjoyable for everyone. 
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LIST OF EXHIBITORS 

VO~UN rEE:.~S OF- AME:.RICA t'iORTHE:R~ 

Kelly Buckingham 
C linical Division Director 

1\lAI UNA. l UUNliL UF URBAN 

Shapiro Cambridge 
Comm unicati ons and Public Affa irs Assoc iate 

UNA~ 

Tracie Hagglund 

"' AN Hf AL TH BOARD 

Ap ril Hale 
Tribal Health Care Reform Projec t C oord inator 

Ca itrin Shuy 
Ma nage r of Congress iona l Relations 

W vovo" "' ouu o....JUI..AIIU 
:ENTE:R 

Anna Kinder 
Projec t Direc tor 

Rabbit Knows Gun 
Featured Artist 

Sa lly Mart inez 
Owner 

Winona Monroe 
Owner 

~ ARTS 

- CRAF-TS 

ACCRE:DITATIO~ BOARD 

Teddy Nicolaus 
Communications Manager 

Brent Scales 
Natio nal Accoun t Direc tor 

Kelli Smith 

Gerald Suko 
Owner 

KK::, 

Mitchell Zephier 
Owner 

ISIC"-lS 

- t..N HE' AL TH BOARD 

Robert Foley 
Methamphetamine and Sui c ide Preve ntion 

Initiative Projec t Direc tor, and Publi c Hea lt h 

Communicati o ns and Programs Manage r 

Blake Harper 
Project Manager 

'~Ul, 

-- PROGRAMS 

Michael Lambert 
Conference Coord inato r 

Louise Shortman 
Owner 

Dan Simonds 
Owner Arti st 
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A TRIBUTE TO GORDON BELCOURT 

Ind ian Country lost a true Health Warrior this year when our friend, 
Gordon Be lcourt walked on . The National Indian Health Board takes 
some solace knowing that his memory, his legacy, and love lives on in 
his family, fri ends, colleagues and th e many lives he touched throughou t 

Indian Country. 

july 18, 2013 
.... 

As a child Gordon was surrounded by people who loved him without measure or limit; these 

were his ed ucators , the ones who engrained the cultural va lues that governed his life. TI1ere are no 

be tter teachers. His mother Helen , for one, epitom ized humility and respec t; she saw and brought out 

goodness in o thers and always assumed the "best" about people. In this way, respec t as a value and as a 

way of interact ing with others, became a prim ary part of his nature. 

Gordon was a "grandma's baby" 'gipeedakipuka' and favo red in some ways by more than one 

generation of Blackfeet - Ahmska Piikuni. At an ea rly age, thi s se tting all owed him access to ce remoni­

al wisdom and traditional culture and ways of knowing passed down through the ages. Ea rl y on in his 

life, Gordon lea rned how to behave in these ce remonies, the most important of human ac tiviti es. 

As a yo ung man, when he first ventured out into the world of non-Indians, he began milit ary 

training in Reserve Officer Training Corp (ROTC) . This military training, like the training that he 

received in his home, brought discipline. This principle also guided his way of being, hi s way of know­

ing and the way he functioned. He learned that whatever one does, there are consequences; and those 

consequences ca n result in life or dea th. He lea rned that decisive and authoritative course of act ion 

must be carried out, and later, hindsight can also bring about a better strategy for future endeavors . 

This training gave him a commanding presence that inspired confidence. 

Studying political science and graduating from college with a political science major also 

shaped who he became in life. "Political Science"- power and relationships and the allocation of 

resources and energy toward achieving any goal - is present in absolutely every human ac tion. TI1is 

means that: in every situation, one always has a choice. This conviction that "one always has a choice;' 

is crucial to who Gordon has always been; this conviction became his second nature and it fundamen­

tally shaped his attitude and approach to life. It made him a very responsible person who sought social 
justice. It made him a critical and analytical thinker as well as one who held people accountable be­

cause he always knew that we are all accountable to a higher power in the universe, on a spiritual basis, 

for every action that we take, and every single choice that we make. 

All of these values - these traditional Blackfeet cultural values - the respect, the discipline, 

responsibility, compassion . .. taught by people who modeled this behavior and some who rea lly loved 

him, all these factors shaped his character. 

Despite being born into poverty in a physical sense, his extended family put his well -being be­

fore their own; this is the ultimate definition of love. He was born into extreme privilege in this regard, 

with that unconditional love for who he was as a child, as a person. Knowing he was loved made all his 

subsequent learning possible. 
So now, as we celebrate his life, we see that we also celebrate all those he came from who made 

him know, with their actions and not their words that he was loved, valued, respected and held in high 

esteem, from the day he was born, until the day his almighty Maker took him back. 

Deconstructing what makes a person who they are is a flawed process because every individu­

al is always, like any whole system, more than the sum of parts. These are merely some observations on 

what it took to make Gordon, 'Meeksgimeeks' the person, the human being that he was. 

- Cheryl Belcourt 
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