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Donnie Garcia (Jicarilla Apache Nation ) 
ALBUQUERQUE AREA REPRESENTATIVE 

COUNCIL M EMBER, JICARILLA APAC H E NATION 

Mt. Donnie Garcia i'> a member o f th e Jicar illa Apache 
Nation an cu rrentl y oe rve'> his li·ibe as a Council M ember. 
Mr. Garcia ai'>O <,e rveo as the Chairman of the Board of 
Direc tor'> for the Albuquerque Area Indian Hea lth Board , 
was the 2017 Vice-Chai r for th e Direct Service Tribes 
Advisory Com mittee, and i<> cur-rently serving as the 
Treasurer/Secretary for the Di rect Service Tribes Advisory 

Committee. 

l<aci Wallette {Fort Peck 
Assin iboine and Sioux Tribes ) 
BILLINGS AREA REPRESENTATIVE 

COUNCILWOM AN, FORT PECI< ASSINIBOINE AND 

SIOUX TRIBES 

Ms. Kaci Wallette i'> an enro lled member o f th e Ft. Peck 
Assiniboine and Siou x Trib e<> in Montana. She is currently 
serving her frN term on th e li·ibal Execu tive Board. She 
is also a Reg i'>lered N urse and obta ined her degree from 
Montana State University-Northern. M s. Wallette is ve ry 
passionate about th e hea lthca re of all Indigenous people and 
improving policies, procedures and ou tcomes on the local, 

state and national leve l. 

Beverly Cook {Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe) 
NASHVILLE AREA REPRESENTATIVE 

TRI BAL CHIEF, SA INT REGIS MOHAWI< TRIBE 

Ms. Beverly l<iohawiton Cook is serving her second term as 
elected Chief on the Sa int Reg is M ohawk Tribal Council. Fo r 
40 yea r<,, Chief Cook has advocated for the rights of Native 
people in her communit y of Akwesasne . Chief Cook, a 
Family ur'>e Prac titioner, io a prominent voice in the mind ­
body medicine approach to re<>torin g well ness , reproduc-
tive health and envi ronmental justi ce for Mohawk peop le. 
She has pre'>ented her signature lec ture, " Resili ence from 

our Roob: You are Crea tion," to hundreds o f community 
member'> a<; we ll a<> national and internationa l audiences . 
The lec ture weave'> togeth er Haudenosaunee tradition s 
and beliefs with ba'> ic reproductive physiology, encouraging 
underotancling of the reoponsibi liti es of men and women 
and explora tion of how trauma ca n be passed clown through 

the generati on<>. 

Jonathan Nez ( avajo Nation ) 
NAVAJO AREA REPRESE TATIVE 

PRESIDENT, NAVAJO NATION 

Mr. Jonathan NeL currentl y se rves as the President of t he 
Navajo 1\la ti on. He was born on the Navaj o reserva t ion in 
Tuba City, Ar i7ona and raised in Shonto, Ar izona. President 
1 ez is marr ied to Phcfelia l-l erbert-Nez and th ey have 
two children, Christopher and A lexa nder. In rega rd s to 
his Navajo clan'>, President ez is o f the Ashijhf Clan (Sa lt 
People) and born for the Ta'nees1ahnii Clan (Tangle Clan ). 
Pres ident Ne7 bega n his avajo politica l career after being 
elected a<, Shonto Chapter Vice President. He was later 

elected to <,erve three terms as a 1 avajo at ion Council 
Delega te. Pre'>ident Nez wa'> also elec ted as a Navajo 
County Board of Superviso r for Distr ict I and served two 
term <; . Arter that, he se rved for four years as Vice President 
of the Navajo Nat ion. He holds a Bachelor of Science 

deg ree in politi ca l science and a m aster> of public admin ­
istration both from orthern Arizona Universit y. He is 
currently a doctoral student in politi ca l science. Pres ident 
Nez is an avid runn er and advocate for hea lthy living. He 
enjoys training and compet ing in long-distance event '> and 

has competed in mu ltip le marathons. 

Marty Wafford 
OI<LAHOMA CITY AREA REPRESENTATIVE 

CH AIRPERSON, SOUTHERN PLAINS TRIBAL H EALTH BOARD 

UNDER SECRETARY OF SUPPORT AN D PROGRAMS, 

CHICI<ASAW ATIO DEPARTME T OF HEALTH 

M s. Marty Wafford serves as the Under Secretarv of Support 
and Programs in the Chickasaw Nation Department o f 
Hea lth. M s. Wafford has ove r 25 years of experience 
working in hea lthca re admin istration and support. She 
obta ined her accoun ting degree from Southeastern 
Ok lahoma State University in Durant, Ok lahoma . She i'i a 
Fellow of th e Hea lthca re Financia l Management Assoc iati on 
and a Certifredl-l ea lthca re Financ ial Profess iona l by th e 
HFMA Board of Examiners. M s. Wafford, her husband, 
Michael, son Cash, and daughter Lainee live on a >mall farm 
in the Southeastern Oklahoma area. 

Amber Torres (Walker River Paiute Tribe) 
PHOE IX AREA REPRESENTATIVE 

CHAIRWOMAN, WALI<ER RI VER PAIUTE T RIBE 

M s. Amber Torres has been t he Chairman for th e Walker 
River Paiu te Tri be for three yea rs and on Tr ibal Council 
for nine yea rs. She serves on severa l nat ional comm it-
tees, including the Indian l-l ea lth ca re Improvement Act 
Committee, t he Directors 'Workgroup on Improving 
Purchase Referred Ca re, the Nationai iH S Budget 
Formulation Committee, an as an alternate to th e Tribal 
Leaders Diabetes Committee, and is Phoeni x Area 
Representative to the I l-IB Board of Direc tor>. 1\ib. Torre> 
also se rves on the Inter-Tribal Counc il of Ari zona '> l eering 
committee and Inter-tribal Counc il of Nevada E'ecutive 

Board. 

Sandra Ortega {Tohono O ' odham Nation ) 
TUCSON AREA REPRESENTATIVE 

COUNCILWOMAN, TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION 

M s. Sandra Ortega is a member of the Tohono O 'odham 
Nat ion of rizona . She has been involved with the Direc t 

Se rvice Tribes Advisory Committee since 2007 and se rved 
as a past Cha irwoman. Ms. Onega currently serves a> a 
Tohono O'odham Leg islative Council fl.epresentative for 
th e Hick iwan District. M s. Ortega is the Vice Chairperson 
for the Hea lth and H uman Services Com mittee which 
provides overs ight to t he Tohono O'od ham li·ibe's Healt h 
Prog rams and th e Indian Health Service faci lities. She is also 
Vice Chai rwoma n for the Human Resources Development 
Committee which provides oversight to the education 
department and schools on the Tohono O 'odham ation, 
and on th e Cultural Preservat ion Commi ttee. 



Stacy A. Bohlen (Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians) 
CH IEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

E-MAIL: SBOHLEN@N IHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4073 

t\lb. Stacy A. Boh len is th e Chief Executi ve Offi ce r of the 
1'\Ja ti onal Indian Hea lth Board (N IHB). W ith the support of 

a strong, Triball y-e lected Board of Directors, M s. Boh len's 
'>e rv ice to N IH B has contr ibuted to th e organi za tion's 
'>Uccess fu l work to establ ish and eleva te th e Tribal presence 
for improving hea lth care in th e nation's capital , promoted 
and strengthened th e organi za tion' s se rvice to all federall y 
recog ni zedll-ibes, significantly increased N IHB's budget, 
'> l aff and connectivit y to th e Tribes and increased N IHB's 
effecti veness. Prior to joining N IHB, she was t he Direc tor of 
Federal Relati ons for th e A meri ca n Indian Higher Education 
Consortium , Deputy Director of the America n O steopathic 
Associat ion's Wa shington, DC offtce, and served on the 
'i taff of form er U.S. Congressman Bob Traxler. M s. Bohlen 
received her bachelor 's degree in polit ica l science from 
Oak land University in Rochester Hills, Michigan. She wa s 
born and raised in Michigan. 

Shervin Aazami, MPH 
POLICY ANALYST 

E-MAIL: SAAZAM I@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4088 

Mr. Sherv in Aaza mi is a Policy A nalyst on th e Nationa l Indian 
Hea lth Boar-d Congress ional Relat ions Tea m. In his ca pac ity, 
Mr. Aaza mi helps conduct leg islat ive advocacy on Capito l 
Hill and also assists in ana lys is of hea lt hca re and pub lic 
hea lth leg islat ion moving thro ugh Congress . W ith a part ic­
ular- focus on publi c hea lth, Mr. Aazami assists in drafting 
tes timony, talking po ints, and issue briefs on releva nt issues. 
Mr. Aazami recentl y completed his Masters in Publi c Hea lth 
wi th a concenu-ation in Hea lth Policy at George Washington 
Uni versit y. He is also currentl y pursuing a Masters in Pub lic 
Administration from th e Unive rsity of North Ca rolina, 
Chapel Hill. 

Angelica AIJanabi, MPH 
PUBLIC HEALTH PROJECT COORDINATOR 

E-MAIL: AALJANABI@NIHB.ORG 
PHONE: 202-507-4074 

M 'i . Angelica A I Janabi is a Pub lic Hea lth Project Coord inator 
on th e Publi c Hea lth Po li cy and Progra ms team at the 
Nati ona l Indian Hea lth Board. Her current projec ts 
primaril y involve add ressing climate hea lth issues throug h 
th e Cl imate Ready Tr ibes project and developing educa­
ti onal modules on a va riety of hea lth -re lated top ics such as 
publi c healt h and Tribal consultation. Previous N IH B work 
has included topics as di ve rse as public health emergency 
pr-evention and respon se , infecti ous disease, and ca nce r 
screening. Prior to working at N IHB, M s. AI Janabi worked 
in refugee hea lth for several years in southwest Virgin ia. 
iVI 'i . A I Janabi gradu ated from Virg inia Tech wi th a M aster 
in Publi c Hea lth (MPH ) deg ree, a concentration in hea lt h 

educat ion, and a cert ifrca te in global planning and inter­
national deve lopment w ith a spec iali za ti on in Public and 
Environm ental Hea lth. M s. AI Janabi al<>o holds a BA in 
bio logy with a French minor and lived abroad, primarily in 
France, for several years . 

Carol yn Angus-Hornbuckle,JD (Mohawk) 
CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER 

E-MAIL: CHORNBUCI<LE@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4070 

M s. Ca rol yn Angus- Hornbuck le is the Chief Operations 
Offi ce r at the National Indian Hea lth Board. She ha<> served 
N IHB in a va riety of ca paciti es including th e Director of 
Public Hea lth Po li cy and Programs, Public Hea lth Program 

M anagers, and as Deputy Direc to r. Currentl y at N IH B, she 
supports the planning and implementation of all organiza­
ti on operation s. She has previou<> ly worked for th e Nat iona l 
Congress of American Indians where she served as a Senior 
Proj ec t Office r and was strateg ic in advanc ing the co llabora­
ti ve First-Kid s 1st project. During law school, she completed 
an intern ship at th e U.S. Attorn ey's Offrce for th e District 
of Arizona. A fter graduating, she worked a., a law clerk for 
th e Office of th e General Counse l at th e Sa lt l~ive r Pima­
M aricopa Indian Community. M s. Hornbuck le was awarded 
her JD from the Co llege of Law at Ari zona State Uni vc r., ity 
in 2009. M s. Hornbuckle holds a law licen'>e in Ari Lona. 

Breannon Babbel , PhD, MPH, MPP 
SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM MANAGER 

E-MAIL: BBABBEL@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-945-7078 

M s. Breannon Babbel serves as Senior Publi c llea lth 
Program Manager w ithin the Publi c Hea lth Po licy and 
Progra ms Departmelll at th e Na tional Indian Hea lth Boa rd. 
Th is role involves coordin atin g data co ll ecti on and anal ­
ys is of va ri ous projects, including exa mining hea lth equit y 
practices across Ind ian Country. Prior to j oin ing N IH B, Dr. 
Babbel completed her Ph D in Glasgow, Scotl and w here 

her research focused on exploring the role of primary 
ca re in addressing hea lth dispariti es . Dr. Babbe l\ previous 
work includes research w ith the Northwest Port land Area 

Indian Hea lth Board and Oregon's Marion Count y Hea lth 
Department. Original ly from Oregon , she rece ived her 
Master of Publi c Hea lth and M aster of Pu blic Policy at 
Oregon State University. 

l<risten Bitsuie (Navajo Nation) 
TRIBAL HEALTH CARE REFORM OUTREACH AND EDUCATION 
PROGRAM ASSOCIATE 

E-MAIL: I<BITSUIE@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4084 

M s. Kristen Bitsuie is a Tribal Hea lth Ca re Reform Outreach 
and Educa tion Program Associate at the Nati onal Ind ian 
Hea lth Board w here she provides educa tion and training 
on Affordable Ca re Act, Medica id and CHIP programs. In 
th e past , M s. Bitsuie worked w ith Indian Hea lth Service's 
Business Office, Pu rchased/Referred Care and Hea lth 
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Promotion and l)i,ea'>e Prevention. During her tim e at IH S, 
she ~e rved a'> a pati ent advoca te for those who needed assis­
tance when appl ying for alternate resources. M s. Bitsuie is 
a recipient of numerou '> local and national awa rds inc luding 
the Indian llea lth Se rvice Director \ Award and Tucson 
Area\ Indi vidual [ xceptional Perform ance Award. 

Dominique Covelli, MPM 
POLICY ASSOCIATE 

E-MAIL: DCOVELLI@NIHB.ORG 

PHO E: 202-507-4076 

Ms. Dominique Cove ll i ~erves a~ a policy associate with 
the ationallndian Hea lth Board. During college, her 
intere'> l in policy grew through internships at the 1'-Jational 
Immigration I or-urn and at Grantmakers in Hea lth. Prior 
to her gradua te '>tud ie'> , M <, . Cove lli worked for more than 
ftve yea r'> a'> a technica l writer, ~upport in g Department of 
Dcfen~e and Center'> for M edica re and Med ica id Se rvices 
program'>. M '> . Cove lli gradua ted from th e University of 
Maryland, where '>he pur<>u ed a master's deg ree in pu blic 
policy and nonprofit management and leadersh ip. 

Sooner Davenport (l< iowa , Apache and Navajo} 
POLICY COORDINATOR 

E-MAIL: SDAVENPORT@NIHB.ORG 

202-507- 4087 

Ms. Sooner Davenport work'> as a po li cy coo rdinator w it h 
the Na ti onal Indian Hea lth Boa rd , wi th a speciftc task of 
serving a'> a liai'>on and bridge for direct s rv ice Tribes and 
their ident ifted poli cy and advocacy needs. She is of Apache, 
Kiowa and Navajo descent, and a proud member of the 
Apache Tribe of Ok lahoma. Her professional experiences 
are in the area'> of Indian educa tion, Tr ibal taxation, and 
domesti c vio lence awa re ne~s . Born wi thin th e borders 
of the ava jo re'>ervat ion, M s. Davenport graduated 
high school and co llege in th e Ok lahoma Cit y area . M s. 
Davenport al'>o attended graduate <,c hoo l at the Univers it y 
of Minn e~o t a - Duluth wh ere ~ he stud ied Tribal administra ­

tion and governance. 

Devin Delrow,JD (Navajo Nation} 
DIRECTOR OF POLICY 

E-MAIL: DDELROW@NIHB.ORG 

PHO E: 202-507-4072 

M1. Devin Delrow i<> the Direc tor of Policy for th e Nation al 

Indian llea lth Boa rd where he seeks ou t opportuniti es 
fo r advancing the Tr ibal positi on in federa l policymaking. 
He also provides ana lys is, communica tion , and advocacy 

materia ls to lribes on key health issues. In 201-+, Mr. 
Delrow joined N llll3 as th e Policy Assoc iate for M edica re, 
Medica id and llea lt h Care f~eform. Mr. Del row earned his 
BA in hhtory from Dartmouth Co llege and a JD from the 
Uni ve r~ it y of New M exico , School of Law where he also 
earned the Indian law ce rtifi ca te. He is a member of th e 

ew Mexico State Bar. 

Robert Foley, M.Ed. 
CH IEF PROGRAM OFFICER 

E-MAIL: RFOLEY@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-355-5494 

Mr. Robert l oley i'> the Chief Program Officer with the 
Nationa l Indian llea lth Board where he helps to ove rsee 

IHB programmatic and grant ac ti v iti e~. Pre iousl\, \llr. 
Fo ley se rved as the IHB Director of Pub li c llea lth Policy 
and Program s, and prior to that worked with the 1 at ional 
1 ative America n IDS Prevention Center deli vering ca pac it v 
bui lding assistance on HI V and othe,- infec ti ou'> di 'iea'>e , 
crea ting national prevention and educa tion al material'>, and 
promoting targeted loca l social marketing effort '>. Mr. Foler 
worked as a tra ining specialist w ith th e National Net wo r-1< 
of Prevention Training Centers to train on HIV/STI evidence ­

ba sed prevention. Prior, he was a resea rch assistanr with 
th e Tri -Ethnic Center for Prevention Resea rch at Color-ado 
State University. Mr. Foley graduated w it h a BA in pol it-
ica l sc ience, cert iftca te in 1'-Jative Am erican studies , and a 
maste rs of educa tion from Colorado State Un iversit y. 

Amanda Fox 
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATIVE ASSOCIATE 

E-MAIL: AFOX@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4070 

M s. Amanda Fox is the Operations and Administ rative 
ssociate at the 1 ational lndian Hea lth Boa rd. In thi 'i role, 

M s. Fox assists with operational and administra ti ve dutie'>. 
She grew up in northern Virginia and has ~ pe nt Lime vo lun­

teering at the Pu rp le House in Austra lia, working to bring 
dia lys is care to remote Aboriginal communiti es . 1\lls. Fo' 
graduated from 1'-Jorthern Arizona Universit y w ith a degree 

in Appli ed Indigenous Studies. 

Ed Fox, Ph D 
DIRECTOR OF TRIBAL DATA PROJECT 

E-MAIL: EFOX@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-945-7061 

Mr. Ed Fox currently se rves as th e Director of th e Tr ibal 
Data Project at the National Indian Hea lth Boa rd . Dr. 
Fox has 2-+ yea rs of experi ence in Indian Health. lie i ~ 

the Former Execut ive Director of the Northwest Portland 
Area Indian Hea lth Board, the Indian Hea lth Board of 
Nevada, the Squaxin Island Tribe's Hea lth and Soc ial 
Services Department, th e Hea lth Services Direc tor at the 
Port Gamble S' Kiallam Tribe, and the Skokomi 'ih Tr ibe. He 
wa s also a professor of government at Eastern Washington 
University. Dr. Fox has a PhD in politi ca l science from 
th e niversity of Washington, a BA from Universit y of 
Minnesota, and a master in public a dmini ~ tra tion from San 

Francisco State niversity. 

l<arrieJoseph, MPH, CHES 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, PUBLIC HEALTH POLICY AND 
PROGRAMS DEPARTMENT 

E-MAIL: I<JOSEPH@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4079 

M s. Karri e Joseph is the Acting Director of th e Public Hea lth 
Policy and Programs Depa rtment w ith th e Nationa l Indian 
Hea lt h Board where she manages all public hea lth oriented 
projects and ini tiat ives. Her work at N IH B has focu'ied on 
working w ith Tribes to enhance their readiness for pub lic 

hea lth accreditation and infrastructure, and th e Tribal 
Leaders Diabetes Committee project. M s. Joseph joined 
N IHB in M arch 2015, and brought over twelve year'i of 
experience in publi c hea lth. Prior to join ing N IH B, she had 
th e honor and privilege of working w ith Nat ive commu ­
nities on t he Fort Bertho ld Indian Rese ,·va tion in Nonh 
Dakota and w ith Eastern Band of Cherokee lndiam in 1'-Jorth 
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Ca ro lina . She recei ved her BA in anthropo logy and M PH in 
hea lt h promoti on and educat ion, both from the University 
o f Sout h Caro lina. 

Corey Lynch 
ACCOUNTING AN D OPERATIONS MANAGER 

E-MAIL: CLYNCH@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4090 

M r·. Cmey Lynch serves as the Account ing and Operations 
M anager· in the Offrce of Finance and Administrat ion at the 
t'\lat iona l Indian Hea lth Boa rd. His primary responsibilities 
include ma nag ing the accou nts payab le and ensuring the 
or·ga niza tion funct ions as effrcient ly as poss ible. Before 
join ing N IH B, Mr. Lynch worked for BB& T Bank for fi ve 
yea r'> in mu ltiple ro les including business analyst and bra nch 
team leader. He is from North Ca rolina w here he received 
a BS in business management w ith a minor in accoun t ing 
from Barton College. 

Monica Martinez , JD 
SENIOR POLICY ANA LYST 

E-MAIL: MMARTINEZ@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4083 

r\IJ... M onica R. M aninez is a Policy Analys t w ith t he t'\lational 
Indian Hea lth Board. She works close ly w ith th e M ed icare, 
Medica id and Hea lth Reform Policy Commit tee (M M PC) to 
monitor and respond to fede ral administrati ve and reg u­
l<ttory ac ti vities that affec t hea lt h ca re in Indian Coun try. 
Prior· to joining N IHB, M s. M artin ez completed a post-grad­
ua te fe llowship in the AA RP Foundati on's Liti ga ti on unit, 
where 5he contri bu ted resea rch and analysis to court 
case '> concern ing disabi li t y disc r imination, fair housing, 
and consumer fraud/ fin ancial exploitat ion of people SO 
yea r·-; and o lder. Originally from Tu cson, M s. M art inez 
ea r·ned a pre-law cert ifrcate from the Uni ve rsit y of Ari zona, 
Ind igenous Peoples Law and Poli cy Prog ram, and aJD from 
th e George M ason University, A ntoni n Sca lia Law Schoo l. 
M s. Mar t inez i5 a mem ber of the Dist r ict of Colum bia Bar. 

Isaac Mintz , MS, MBA, CMA 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

E-MAIL: IMINTZ@N IHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4080 

M r. Isaac M intz, works as the Chief Financial Offrce r for the 
Nat ional Indian Hea lth Board. This position has specifrc 
responsibili ty for th e day-to -day adm inistra tion and oversees 
all N IHB frsca l and operational funct ions. Prior to joi ning 
N III B, Mr. M intz worked fo r· The Jane Goodall Institute as 
the Vice President of Finance and Operati ons. O riginally 
fro m Brook lyn, New York, he completed his M S and MBA 
from High Point University. M r. Mintz also ho lds a BS and 
BA in accounting and in format ion system management. 

Sarah Price 
PUBLIC HEALTH PROJECT COORDINATOR 

E-MAIL: SPRICE@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4078 

r\lb . Sara h Price is a Public Hea lt h Project Coordin ator 
w ith the National Ind ian Hea lt h Boa rd . She supports 
Tribal hea lth depa rtments as they engage in performa nce 
improvement, s ~ s tem improvement, and public hea lth 
accred itat ion related activities, ass ist ing th em in increasing 

their ca pacity to provide public hea lth '>ervice'>. rv'i'>. Price 
supports the Tr iba l Leaders Diabetes Committee. Prior to 

working with N IHB, she w as a Pub lic Hea lth A'> '>Oc iate wit h 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, where ;he 
worked on infec tious and chronic di5ease prevention initia­
t ives in Suffo lk County, New York. 1\lb. Pri ce obtained her 
bac helors of science degree from Syra cu.,e Unive r'> ity, with a 
dual major in pub lic hea lth and policy >I udie'> . 

Kristina Stark 
PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATE (CDC APPOINTEE) 

E-MAIL: I<STARI<@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-750-3402 

M s. Kri st ina Sta rk is se rving a two -yea r fellowship wi th the 
National Indian Hea lth Board as a Pub lic Hea lth A;.,ociate 
from t he Cente rs for Disease Control and Prevent ion. Ms. 
Sta rk's ro le includes supporti ng th e Public llea lth in Indian 
Country Capac ity Scan and providing technica l a<;s istance for 
Tribes pursuing publi c hea lth accredita ti on. Pr·ior to joining 
tN IHB, M s. Stark worked as a peer mental healt h educator 
and as a cert ified Spanish medical interpreter, lowering 
th e knowledge, language, and cult ural barriero, between 
hea lth provider and patient. She also had th e opportunity 
to work at ACPACYS, a non -profrt organization in Cordoba, 
Spa in prov iding advocacy and services for ind ividua l-, with 
Cerebra l Palsy. M s. Stark received her bachelor·\ degree 
from Welles ley Co llege w ith a double major in Biology and 
Spa nish. 

Stephen Valliere , MPH {Lac du Flambeau 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians) 
PUBLIC HEALTH PROJECT COORDINATOR 

E-MAIL: SVALLIERE@NIHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4082 

M r. Stephen Va ll iere wmks as a Public Hea lth Proj ec t 

Coordinator in th e Public Hea lth Policy and Program o, 
Department at the Nationa l Ind ian Hea lth Board. lie 
is Anishinaabe from Lac du Flambea u, W i-,com in. II i; 
experiences as a pub lic hea lth resea rcher at th e Center for 
American Indian Community Hea lth have invo lved him 
on many of key public hea lth in itiat ive'> in Indian Country. 
His pri ma ry focus at N IHB is on the Public Hea lth Indian 

Country Capacity Scan w here he joim a tea m work ing to 
crea te and disseminate a comprehen; ive profrl e of the public 
hea lt h system and infrastructure in Ind ian Country. Mr. 
Va lli ere graduated w ith a BA in America n Ind ian Stud ies with 
an emph as is on social welfare from Ha;kelll nd ian Na tions 
University. He went on to earn an MPH degree at Kamas 
Uni ve rsity M edica l Center. 

Jennifer Yigario 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE CEO 

E-MAIL:JVIGARIO@N IHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4091 

M s. Jenni fer Vigario has been w ith the Nationa l Ind ian 
Health Board as the Special Assistant to the CEO for one 
year. In add ition to supporting the Chief Executi ve Offrce r, 
she also works close ly wi t h the N IHB Board of Direc tors. 
Her prior position was as the Special Events Coord inator 
w ith t he US Senate Sergeant at Arms. M s. Viga rio also 
prev ious ly managed fundrai sing event '> and ga la; for the 
American Ca nce r Societ y. She ; pent a yea r a; a full-t ime 
volunteer, li ving in communit y w ith adu lt '> w ith intellect ual 
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di sab il it i e~ at L'Archc of Greater Washington, DC. M s. 
Viga rio attended Loyola Unive rsity in Baltimore, M aryland , 
studying comparati ve culture and literature, sociology and 
Italian >tud ie'i . 

Brett Weber , MPA 
CONGRESS IONAL RELATIONS COORDI NATOR 

E-MAIL: BWEBER@N IHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507- 4 086 

Mr. Brett Weber has been with the 1\.lat ional Indian Hea lt h 
Boa rd since October 2016, working in the Cong ressional 
Relati on> Depa rtm ent on th e Tri bal O ral Hea lt h Initiative. 
Prior to joining N II-IB, Mr. Weber was a po licy fellow on th e 
United States Senate Comm ittee on Indian Affairs, working 
for Vice Chairman Jon Te~ter of Montana. Mr. Weber grad­
uated from the U niver~ i ty of Georg ia in 201-+ w ith both a 
bachelor\ degree in po litica l science and a master's degree 
in public admini>tra tion. 

Courtney Wheeler, MPH 
PUBLIC HEALTH PROJ ECT COORDINATOR 

E-M AIL: CWHEELER@N IHB.ORG 

PHONE: 202-507-4081 

M s. Courtney Whee ler se rves as a Public Hea lth Projec t 
Coordinator in th e Pub lic Hea lth Policy and Program> 
Department at 1\.I IH B. Prior to N IH B, she worked at th e 
Lou isiana Breast and Cervica l Hea lth Program as an HPV 
Specialist focusing on improving HPV vaccinati on and 
ce rvica l ca ncer screening rates in Louisiana. She abo ha> 
ex tensive pub lic hea lth research experience. Her main 
interest in pub lic hea lth is working w ith underserved popula­
t ions. As an N IHB Pub lic Hea lth Project Coordin ato r, M s. 
Wheeler is working on behaviora l hea lth and colorec tal 
ca ncer init iati ves. She com pleted her MPH at Sa int Louis 
Uni ve rsity College of Publi c Hea lth and Socia l Justice w ith 
a joint concentrat ion in behaviora l sc ience hea lt h educa ti on 
and epidemiology. Courtney also ho lds a BA in biology and 
psychology. 
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MEETING SPACES 
SECOND FLOOR 
(Workshops will be located on the second floor.) 
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How to Make this Conference a Healthy Conference 

N IHB acknowledges how important it is to be act ive and stay hea lthy. For this reason, we 
have taken steps to make t his year 's National Tr ibal Hea lth Conference a little hea lthier. We 
have created an agenda that wi ll facilitate hea lthy options for participants, as we ll as provide 

them the time they need to engage in their own fitn ess activities. 

• N IHB is sponsoring a fitn ess event dur ing th is yea r 's National Tribal H ea lth Conference on 
Wednesday morning at 6:30 am. Pl ease meet in front of the Golf Clubhouse on Wednesday 
morning for a I mile wa lk/run through the resort's beautiful golf course. 

• N IHB has adopted a practi ce of offe ring longer breaks during our co nferences. So please take 
adva ntage of the 30 m inute mornin g and afternoon brea ks to walk around, visit the exhibitors and 

vendors, st retch the legs, or even go outs ide fo r a wa lk. 

• N IHB is encou raging parti cipants to take adva ntage of the amenit ies that the Pechanga Casino and 
Resor t is offer ing to TH C attendees. The property has a wonderful fitn ess and spa fa ci lit y, wa lking 
paths, and a great poo l. So please be sure to explore the va ri ety of ways to get ou t there, be ac ti ve, 

and to take ca re of your mental and phys ica l hea lth. 

Network with Colleagues 
One of the rea sons we all go to conferences is to meet new colleagues, make new pro fessiona l 
re lat ionships, and strengthen exist ing ones. N IH B has constructed an agenda that should help 

you do just this. 

• The longer breaks between sessions and th e open lunch periods w ill allow for va luable networking 
t ime. It is okay if yo u need to check e-mail or make a phone ca ll , but re mem ber that this tim e ca n 

also be used to set up meet ings and explore new co llaborative opportuniti es. 

Longer workshop times encourage interacti ve act iviti es and faci litated discussion as an integ ral part 
of th e learn ing process. Please do not be afra id to ask questions, share stories, make comments, and 
com ment on w hat you hea r other part icipants say. This is w hat trul y makes the conference a ri ch 

experience. We ca n all lea rn from one another. 

• N IIIB has specifica lly set aside a room at the convention center to facilitate Tribal and fede ral part­
ners' meetings. If you have a need to reserve a room for an hour or less for a meet ing , please visit 
the front desk to reserve a time slot in the Tribal and Federa l Partn er Meeting Room. 

Uti lize the conference app to send a sho rt message direct ly to other conference parti cipants (even 
if you do not have their phone number), to ask questions, set up meet ings, or com ment on their 

presentations. 

• 1 I l-I B is hosting or faci litating severa l evening events during thi s yea r's Nationa l Tribal Hea lth 
Conference (the opening recepti on, Culture N ight, and th e Heroes in Hea lth Awards Ga la). T hese 
are excellent oppor tun iti es to connect w ith o ld and new friend s in a more laid back atmosphere. 



Board, along with our members, 
sponsors, and partners are honored 
and humbled to be able to produce 

these events each year to support and 
advance the state of Indian health. 

fit\tlBSS £Ve\t1t 

Wed\tlesd~~' SepteW\k?er 1B, 201C/l 

<P:30~W\ 

Where: Meet in front of the Clubhouse 

Questions? Contact communications@nihb.org 

Join fellow conference attendees at 

6:30am for a one-mile walk or run 

around the beautiful Journey golf course 

at the Pechanga Casino and Resort. 

mailto:communications@nihb.org


• AB Healthcare Solutions • • OT-Track ~nsulting • • Johnson Smitt!lipong and Rosamond Associates • • Southcentral Foundation Nuka System ol Care • 

• AccuVax• • Duke and Daisy Headwork • • Ks Handbags and More • 

• American Indian Graduate Center • • Echo-Hawk and Associates • · Mandan. Hidatsa. and Alikara Nation • • Tribal Diagnostics. LLC • 

• AMERINO Risk · •eCiinicaiWorks • • Martinez Indian Art • • Tribal Epidemiology Centers· 

• Amity Foundation • • Edgewater Arts and Crafts • • Michelle's Shellcraff • 

· Ann Yazzie JeweiJj Co. • • National Council ol Urban Indian Health • 

• ARKRAY USA.. Inc. • • FDA ~nter lor Tobacco Products • • Native Built • 

• BooCheeJeweler• • Grand Canyon University • • Nurse-Family Partnership • 

• Calilornia Rural Indian Health Board. Inc. • • Greenway Health • • Pascua Yaqui Tribe • 

• Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services-Division of Tribal Affairs • • Healthcare Resource Group, Inc. · • Paul Stone. ArtisUAutist • 

• Commission on Dental Competency Assessments • • HUO Office of lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes • • Self Governance Communication and Education • 

• Connect America • • Indigenous PaclllC • • Shan Indian Art • 



E 
The Na ti onal Indian H ea lth Board would li ke to thank all of the Tribes, o rganizations, departm ents and 

ent ities that are exhibiting at th e 36 th Annua l National Tribal H ea lth Conference. Pl ease take time 

to visit and talk w ith th e inform ative exhibitors and to shop the arts and crafts from th e vendors - all 

located in th e Summit Foyer area of th e Pechanga Casino and Resort. 

AB Hea lthca re So lutions 
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I-I UD Office of Lead Haza rd 
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Indigenous Pact , LLC 

Johnson Smitthipong and 
Rosa mond ssociates 

l<s Handbags and More 

M andan, l-lidatsa, and 
Arikara Na tion 

M artinez Indian Art 

M ichelle's Shellcraft 

ational Council of 
rban Indian llea lth 
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Pascua Yaq ui Tribe 

Paul Stone, Art ist/Flu ti st 

Se lf Governance 
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Shan Indian Art 

Southcen tral Foundation 
Nuka System of Ca re 

Spiri t Dancer 

Triba l Diagnosti cs, LLC 

Tribal Epidemiology Centers 

Tribalhea lth A lliance, LLC 

Tuba City Reg ional Hea lth 
Care Corporat ion 

Uni ted Indian I ea lth 
Services, Inc. 

Unitedl-l ea lthcare 

University of Iowa 

U.S. Census Bureau 

Virta H ea lth 

Walgreens 
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37', Annual 
NATIONAL INDIAN HEALTH BOARD 

National Tribal Health Conference 
MARKYOURCALENDARSNOW. 

Thank you to the Alaska Native Health Board and the Tribes, Villages and Native 
Co rporations of Alaska for welcoming us back to the Alaska Area. 


