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Erma Vizenor 
Chairwoman 
White Earth Reservation Tribal Council 
Direct Service Tribes Advisory Committee Representative 
Bemidji Area 

Erma Vizenor is the Chairwoman of the White Earth Band of Chippewa In dians . She is currently servi ng her first year wit h the Direct 
Service Tribes Advisory Committee represen ting the Bemidji Area . 

Wilson Wewa 

Thomas Walker, Jr. 
Chairperson 
Health and Social Services Committee 
Navajo Nation Council 
Direct Service Tribes Advisory Committee Representative 
Navajo Area 

Mr. Walker serves as the Navajo Nation Cou ncil delegate for Tolani Lake. Bird Springs, a nd Leupp 
chapters. He is also the Chairperson of the Health and Social Service Commi ttee. Mr. Walker ha s served 
as the primary representative to the Direct Service Tribes Advisory Committee since 2007. 

Don Wetzel, Jr. 

Don Wetzel Jr. is a member of the Blackfeet Tribe. hu sband and fa ther of 2 w ith another on the way. 
Don grad uated in 1998 w ith a BS in Business Administration-Computer Information Systems and re­
ceived his Masters in Public Relations in 2010 from Montana State Un iversity-B illings. He is the project 
director of the suicide prevention and youth empowerm ent program for the Montana-Wyoming Tribal 
Leaders Council titled the Plan ting Seeds of Hope . 

Dan 's work w ith th e Tribes of Montana and Wyoming has been constan t for over a decade as he has 
worked on Native Empowerment initiatives and IT development project s. Many of the com ponen ts 
being utilized foc us on community build ing, resource and youth development . This stra tegy has bee n 
instrumental in building bridges and empowering these communities to Honor Life through cultural 
revitalization and self-effi cacy. 

Wilson Wewa is a member of the Confedera ted Tribes of Warm Springs in Oregon. Hi s experience with the traditional ways of hi s 
people started at an early age; under the tutelage of hi s grandparents and ot her tribal elders. Wilson learned the importance of prayer 
and the use of traditional medicine used throughout the Great Basin and the Columbia River Platea u. 

A few of hi s teachers were revered healers well known in the region fo r the use of the laying on of hands. use of plan t med icines and 
other sacred objects as part of the ceremonies to heal the physical, mental, psychological and most im porta ntly the spiritual bei ng of 
the people. 

Throughou t this learning process he traveled with the eld ers to other reservations and heard the use of variou s songs: with and with­
out drums, the use of medic ine st icks and stories that assisted in curing the dis-ease among the Indian people. 

Today, Weyawewa. as he is called in Indian country and among hi s people. tries to the best of hi s ability to continue the work that was 
left behind by his Elders . As with many that are the keepers of the tradit ions, his work is not recognized or monetarily compensated. 

The current resurgence of in terest in Indian medicine by native peopl es in the northwest w ill continue to grow and it is important to 
Wilson tha t these traditions be acknowledged by those who pract ice western m ed icine, in this case. th e Ind ian Health Service. 





Thank You 

The Direct Service Tribes (DST) Advisory Committee wishes to thank the 
following individuals for their participation in the development, planning 
and success of the 7th Annual DST National Meeting! 

Yvette Roubideaux, M .D ., M.P.H. 
Director 
Indian Health Service 

George E. Howell 
Chairman 
Direct Service Tribes Advisory Committee 

DST Advisory Committee National Meeting Planning Committees 

Agenda Sub-Committee 

Sponsorship/ Vendor Sub-Committee 

Awards Sub-Committee 

Cultural I Fitness Activity Sub-Committee 

Indian Health Service Headquarters 

Roselyn Tso, Office of Direct Service 
and Contracting Tribes (ODSCT) 

Ronald Demaray, Formerly of the ODSCT 
Mike Durkin, Public Affairs Staff 

* 

Aberdeen Area IHS 
Charlene Red Thunder, Area Director 
Richard Huff, Federal Liaison 

Albuquerque Area IHS 
Richie Grinnel, Acting Area Director 
RC Begay, Federal Liaison 

Bemidji Area IHS 
Jenny Jenkins, Acting Area Advisor 

and Federal Liaison 

Billings Area IHS 
Pete Conway, Area Director 
Garland Stiffarm, Federal Liaison 
Ivan MacDonald, Federal Liaison 
Leon Eagletail, Federal Liaison 

Nashville Area IHS 
Martha Ketcher, Acting Area Director 
Lindsay Harman, Federal Liaison 

* * 

Susan Anderson, ODSCT 
Sharon Folgar, ODSCT 
Verna Miller, ODSCT 
Felicia Roach, ODSCT 

* * 
Navajo Area IHS 
John Hubbard, Jr. , Area Director 
Henry Dodge, Federal Liaison 

Oklahoma City Area IHS 
Kevin Meeks, Area Director 
Jennifer LaMere, Federal Liaison 

Phoenix Area IHS 
Dorothy Dupree, Acting Area Director 
Michael Joseph, Federal Liaison 

Portland Area IHS 
Doni Wilder, Area Director 
Randall Morgan, Federal Liaison 
Elaine Dado, Tribal Liaison 
Cassie Katchia, Tribal Liaison 

Tucson Area IHS 
George Bearpaw, Acting Area Director 
Loretta Billie-Encinas, Federal Liaison 
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