






























MOU ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH SIGNED 
The 2007 National American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage Month took place in 

November and was highlighted by the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between the US Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary, Mike Leavitt, and Canada's 
Minister of Health, Tony Clement. This MOU, which is a continuation of the five-year MOU 
signed in 2002, focuses on enhancing indigenous health care delivery and access. 

The signing marks the 
continued will of the two 
nations to build upon the 
work that has already been 
accomplished. A fact which 
was further supported 
by Secretary Levitt who 
explained that there had 
been, " .. . made important 
strides in raising the health 
status of indigenous people 
in the United States and 
Canada through the sharing 
of health information, 
education, and training over 
the past five years of this 
partnership." 

The MOU also 
encourages organizations 
like NCUIH to engage 
and share knowledge and 
expertise with our Canadian 
brothers and sisters. Over 
the past few years, NCUIH 
has initiated a series of 
collaborations involving IHS Director Bob McSwain watches HHS Secretary Mike Leavitt and Minister of 
indigenous populations from Health Tony Clement sign their agreement 

Canada and other regions of 
the world. In fact, one of NCUIH's goals for 2008 is to monitor and develop opportunities 
which may enhance and increase dialogue between urban Indian groups in the United States 
and parallel organizations in Canada. 

Over the past few years, 
N CUIH has initiated a series of 

collaborations involving indigenous 
populations from Canada and 

other regions of the world. 

The signing of the 2007 MOU 
took place inside the HHS national 
headquarters in Washington DC in 
the presence of a diverse delegation 
of Indian Country leaders and 
NCUIH staff. 

IHS and the First Nations 
and Inuit Health Branch, its 
corresponding Canadian agency, 

will be administering the MOU activities for the United States and Canada respectively. 
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